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A Wilmington Police Chief Michael Begonis to retire April 5, 2019. Pictured are (l-r) Town Manager Jeff Hull, Selectman 
Michael McCoy, Selectman Gregory Bendel, Chairman Kevin Caira, Chief Michael Begonis, his wife Colleen, and two of their 
three sons, Mike and jack (not present Chris Begonis). 


Chief Begonis 
= recognized by 


(photo: BruceHilliard.com) 


Board of Selectmen Bendel seeks reelection to Board of Selectmen i 


By LIZZIE MCDERMOTT myself but for many others in News Correspondent | by just one person,” he wrote 


‘News Correspondent this community who have let ey in an email. “Even when you 
us know,” sid Selectman WILMINGTON — Greg disagree on an issue, you 


WILMINGTON — At a meet- 
ing on March 25, members of 
the Board of Selectmen recog- 
nized retiring Wilmington Po- 
lice Chief Michael Begonis. 

According to a citation pre- 
sefited by the board, Begonis 
has.served with the depart- 
ment for 31 years, during 
which time he has occupied 
the roles of patrolman, lieu- 
tenant, sergeant, deputy chief, 
and chief. 

Begonis was joined at the 
meeting by his wife Colleen 
and his sons Michael and 
Jack. 

“(T). can’t say enough about 
the outstanding work that 
you’ve done over these many 
years here in Wilmington, and 
you’re going to be missed,” 
said. Board chair Kevin Caira. 

“You’ve done a great job, I 
mean you're a class act. I 
want to wish you all of the 
best of luck in your future. 
Having you as the chief really 
was a great moment here in 
the Town of Wilmington,” said 
Selectman Michael McCoy. 

“You’ve been a real role 
model for me, and a mentor to 
me,.Every time I needed to 
ask. something you always 
picked up the phone, whether 
it was night or day, and I know 
that’s not. just the case for 
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Greg Bendel 

“Mike has been one of those 
folks who looks at the big pic- 
ture and I’ve been able to 
count on him in that respect, 
in terms of whether it’s budg- 
ets or bargaining, not only 
looking at his individual de- 
partment but the implications 
for other departments in the 
town overall,” said Town Man- 
ager Jeffrey Hull. 

Hull cited initiatives that 
Begonis had undertaken in his 
time as chief, including ac- 
creditation of the department, 
establishment of a firing 
range in North Wilmington, 
and an approach toward sub- 
stance abuse as a mental 
health issue, rather than pri- 
marily an issue of crime en- 
forcement, through establish- 
ment of a substance abuse 
program. 

“Mike, I appreciate your ded- 
ication to the job, and good 
luck in the future,” added 
Hull. 

In addition to recognizing 
and thanking other rising 
leaders in the police depart- 
ment, Begonis thanked his 
family for their support 
throughout his tenure. 

“As police chief, obviously 
it’s a crazy job and you serve 
many masters in the process 
and you always try to do it 
with the utmost dignity and 
respect. But I’ve got to say, 
(my wife) is my strength,” 
said Begonis. 

Begonis’ last day as police 
chief will be April 5. Lieu- 
tenant Joseph Desmond will 
then serve as interim chief, 
until a new permanent ap- 
pointment is made. 


Bendel is running for re-elec- 
tion this year hoping to con- 
tinue his service on the 
Board of Selectmen. Bendel 
was first elected to the board 
in 2016 and wants to keep 
serving and giving back to 
the Town of Wilmington in 
this role. He believes the 
things he’s learned in his 
first term make him an even 
better candidate for his po- 
tential second term. 

From serving on the Board 
of Selectmen, Bendel has 
gotten a really good grasp on 
what a selectman needs to 
do. 


By LIZZY HILL 
News Correspondent 


WILMINGTON —Wilming- 
ton resident Daniel Murphy 
is joining the ranks of new- 
comers to put their names on 


the ballot for Board of 
Selectmen to help make this 


town a better place. The 34- 
year old moved to Wilming- 
ton 20 years ago. While he 


previously ran for a seat on 


the board in 2010 and in 2013, 
he feels that he’s now more 
ready than ever to step into 
this role. ae 

A sports player all through 
high school, Murphy started 


-a career as. a professional 


wrestler after he graduated. 
“I started out boxing,” he 


; 
4 


need to be able to work to- 
gether and find common 
ground for the betterment of 
the town.” 

He’s spent his term learn- 
ing that the position requires 
a lot of collaboration and pa- 
tience. 

Besides giving people plen- 
ty of patience, Bendel has 
also treated the residents of 
this town with respect. 

“T have spent as much time 
as I can reading and re- 
searching in addition to lis- 
tening to residents,” he said. 


BENDEL | PAGE 11 


explained, “but I always 
loved wrestling.” 

It was through boxing that 
he got his start at a gym in 
Malden. Throughout his ca- 
reer, he earned a minuteman 
brawl trophy and made a lot 
of connections in the indus- 
Hn a 

As he transitions into an 
acting career, this candidate 
is also wanting to transition 
into a political role in town. 
Besides filming movies,. he’s 
also passionate about mak- 
ing Wilmington great again. 

He described himself as “a 
born-again Christian who 
wants to steer this town in 


‘ the right direction.” 


MURPHY | PAGE 11 
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.< Upcoming Events 

Registration begins 30 days 
prior.to the event. Please reg- 
ister: online using our Cal- 
endar of Events at www. wilm- 
librdry.org or by calling (978) 
694-2099 (for Adult) or (978) 
694-2098 (for Youth). Please 
note. we request registration 
fér programs that are marked 
*RR,-Adult programs are rec- 
ommended for those 16 years 
of age and older. 


. Used Puzzle Palooza 

‘Saturday, March 30, 10¢ a.m, - 
12 prim. 

Need a new puzzle? Join us 
for our first-ever Used Puzzle 
Ralooza and pick up some 
new-to-you puzzles to connect 
with friends or recharge your 
batteries. Great for experi- 
ehced puzzlers or just think- 
ing of giving puzzling a try. 
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Wilmington Library Notes 


by Christina Stewart 


Limit of five puzzles, however 
number may change day of 
event based on donations. 
Puzzles are free although do- 
nations to the Friends of Wil- 
mington Memorial Library 
will be happily accepted. 


Networkers — 
Taking Charge 
of Your Career *RR 
Monday, April 1, 10 a.m. 
There is no predictable ca- 
reer ladder in today's work- 
place. Most people no longer 
have the security of staying in 
one field, one job, or even one 
location. Navigating your ca- 
reer now means being able to 
adapt and stay relevant. In 
this Lynda.com course, learn 
to leverage your unique skills 
and passions to create a flexi- 
ble career path that stays true 
to your values and allows you 


Beers, brogues and girls on skates: 


‘By SCOTT MUL 
Staff Writer 


~ J surprised my son with 
tickets to the women’s Bos- 
ton Roller Derby competi- 
tion at the Shriner's Audi- 
torium in Wilmington. I 
thought a night at the roller 
derby would make a unique 
birthday present. (My son 
‘turned 32 years old, so I’m 
running out of gift ideas.) I 
also thought it would be a 
‘great father and son bonding 
‘moment. 

I saw an ad in my local 
| newspaper promoting the 
_ . event. I didn't know the roller 
derby was making a come- 
ack. It may not be officially 
| back, but it hasn’t died out 
| - completely. I thought I should 
grab some tickets before the 
sport is gone for good. 

. Roller derby as a sport is 
retro yet futuristic at the 
| j|same time. There's an ele- 
|, ‘ment of excitement in a 
| .egame comprised of people 
' --on: wheels whipping around a 
,track, throwing elbows and 
«pulling ponytails to score 
points. In its earlier days, a 
roller derby match was more 
~akin to professional wrest- 
ling than professional sports, 
but times have changed. 
Today's roller derby is taken 
‘more seriously, with more 
rules, more referees and 
more penalties. 
~sOur bleacher seats near 


ESE ST TR 


the center of the track gave 
us a great view of the action. 
These teams of scrappy wo- 
men were all business. From 
the look in their eyes, they 
took these games very seri- 
ously, even though they 
sported names like Elektra 
Cute, IntoxiKate and my 
favorite — Loch Tess Mon- 
stah. 

I was distracted from the 
action on the track because I 
was busy people-watching 
the audience. The spectators 
were just as interesting as 
the skaters. I was surprised 
by the number of middle- 
aged patrons. I was in awe of 
the unique hairstyles, many 
displaying colors not found 
in nature. Partially shaven 
heads were the norm. Tattoos 
were omnipresent. There 
were lots of children in atten- 
dance accompanied by par- 
ents who felt the event was 
family friendly. In this day 
and age of blurred lines, I 
guess it was. 

The main match of the 
night was between the Bos- 
ton team, appropriately 
named the Harbor Horrors 
versus the A-Team from Dub- 
lin, Ireland. I had no idea 
when I purchased my tickets 
I'd witness an international 
match-up. I was all set to 
spend the night cheering on 
the home team until a group 
of Dublin fans filled the 
bleacher seats beside me. 


Advertisement 


It’s Your Money 


by Todd Brisbois 


FEDERAL INCOME 
TAX REFUNDS 


— PART II — 


Can I direct part of my refund to pay a loan? 
You can direct your refund to either a 
checking or savings account; you cannot 


x: opt for a direct deposit into a loan account. 


Can I direct part of my refund into my tax professional’s 
| checking or savings account to pay my tax preparation fee? 

You can direct your refund to any of your checking or 
. savings accounts; you cannot direct your refund to someone 
j elSe’s account (except for your spouse’s account, if this is a 


joint refund). 


What if I make a mistake on my return that increases the 


| amount of my refund? 


If you split your refund among multiple accounts and the 
} mistake results in a larger refund than you expected, IRS will 
} add the difference to the last account you designated. 


What if I make a mistake on my return that decreases the 


; amount of my refund? 


| If the mistake results in a smaller refund, IRS will use a 

bottom-up rule and deduct the difference from the amount 
| you designated for the last account shown on Form 8888. If 
i the difference exceeds the amount designated for the last 
} account, IRS will deduct the remainder from the amount 
j designated to the next account, etc. 

You will receive a letter from IRS explaining any errors 
resulting in adjustments to your return, refund amount, and 
direct deposit(s). IRS recommends using electronic filing to 
avoid math errors and other common problems that can 
result in adjustments to your return and change the amount 


of your refund. 


Presented as a service to the community by 


Brisbois 
Capital Management, LLC 


11 Middlesex Ave, Suite 1, Wilmington, MA 01887 


888-680-6886 
www.BrisboisCapital.com 


Securities offered through Securities Service Network, Inc., 
Member FINRA/SIPC 
Office of Supervisory Jurisdiction: 
9729 Cogdill Rd, Suite 301, Knoxville, TN 37932, 865/777-4677 
Brisbois Capital Management, LLC, is a registered investment advisor 


Howie Newman Baseball 
Show on Monday, April 1 


to adapt as needed. 


Musical Baseball Show *RR 

Monday, April 1, 2:30 p.m. 

Howie Newman, a former 
sportswriter for the Lowell 
Sun, Boston Globe and Patriot 
Ledger, will sing baseball 
songs, offer up baseball trivia 
and talk about his days on the 
Red Sox beat. He has remain- 
ed an avid fan, having visited 
91 major and minor league 
ballparks. Newman, who 
did three years of radio color 
commentary for the Lowell 
Spinners, will also hold a free 
raffle for his two baseball 
CDs, Baseball’s. Greatest Hits, 
Volumes 1 and 2. In addition, 
he will sing some classic 
songs from yesteryear. 


Cookin’ the Books 
Tuesday, April 2, 12 p.m. 


They journeyed from Dublin 
to Wilmington to attend the 
event. I could tell they were 
true Irishmen from their 
shocking red hair, thick Irish 
brogues and the shopping 
bag of beer they smuggled in 


to the stands. 


One of the gentlemen in the 
group was married to the 
lead player on the Dublin 
team. He was there to cheer 
for his wife. After their shop- 
ping bag of beer ran out, 
they bought concession stand 
beers for everyone in our 
row. After that, I was rooting 
for the Dublin team, as well. 

I wanted to find out more 
about this group of foreign 
travelers (because it wouldn’t 
be a night out if I didn’t ask 
questions to’ random stran- 
gers to learn their untold 
story). I found some common . 
ground to start a conversa- 
tion. 

“Hey, Dublin,” I called 
down the bench to the big 
red-headed guy in the center 
of the group. “My grand- 
mother was Annie Kelly.” 

“Who?!” he said in a heavy 
Irish accent. 

“Annie Kelly,” I said. “Her 
family was from Ireland.” 

“Do I look like the Regis- 
trar of Ireland? You think 
because I'm from Dublin I 
know everybody who's ever 
lived in the country?” 

The conversation wasn’t 
going quite as I planned. 


Featured Cookbook: Giada’s 
Italy by Giada De Laurentiis 

If you love to cook and enjoy 
talking about food and sharing 
recipes then this group is for 
you. Pick up a copy of the 
cookbook (or find a recipe 
from the book online), register 
on the library events calendar 
at wilmlibrary.org and record 


your recipe. Bring your dish to - 


the meeting and enjoy sam- 
pling everyone’s dishes! 


Microsoft Excel *RR 
Wednesday, April 3, 7 p.m. 
Join technology librarian, 

Brad McKenna, for a hands- 
on exercise with Microsoft Ex- 
cel. In this class you’ll learn 
how to modify cells, sort and 
filter data, use formulas, and 
more. A handout for addition- 
al practice will be provided. 


Author Talk: 
Carter Alan *RR 

Thursday, April 4, 7 p.m. 

In The Decibel Diaries, Car- 
ter Alan, longtime DJ and 
music director at WZLX in 
Boston, chronicles a lifetime 
in rock. He will talk about the 
tour through fifty concerts 
such as Crosby, Stills, Nash & 
Young and playing in the rain 
when Richard Nixon resigned. 
Alan shows us what it was like 
to be there and reveals how 


Boston Roller Derby comes to Wilmington 


Plus he was drunk and bal- 

ling his hands into huge fists. 
“I just wanted to let you 

know I'm Irish, too,” I said. 

“You're not Irish. Your an- 
cestors were Irish. Nothing 
against you or your grand- 
mother. Nice to meet you, 
though,” he said shaking my 
hand. 

My son tugged my elbow 
pulling me back to my seat. 

“Dad, sit down before you 
get punched i in the head,” he 
said. 

Now it felt like a roller 
derby match. We had a great 
time despite trying to follow 
the confusing rules. Even 
with the helpful handout ex- 
plaining the scoring and 
penalties, things were. still 
somewhat vague. We decided 


to just sit back and enjoy the 


show. 

The night may have rekin- 
dled my romance with the 
sport. Before I attend this 
year's summer games, I’m 
going to watch “Whip It,” the 
2009 Drew Barrymore roller 
derby film. I’m going to try to 
track down a copy of the 1972 
film “Kansas City Bomber” 
starring Raquel Welch. As an 
impressionable 14-year old, 
that film inspired me to 
become a fan of the sport — 
and of Raquel, as well. That’s 
a whole ‘nother story. This is 
a roller derby article, but like 
the sport itself, it’s hard to 
stay on track. 


these events fit into the arc of 
the artist’s career, the artist’s 
place in music, and the mu- 
sic’s place in the wider world. 
Taken together, The Decibel 
Diaries is a visceral and vi- 
sionary portrait of nearly fifty 
years of rock ’n’ roll. Books 
sales and signing to follow 
talk. 


Kids & Teen Events 


Drop-In Storytime 
Friday, March 29, 10 a.m. 
Drop in for stories, songs, 

rhymes and a fun craft! Space 
is limited. Tickets will be dis- 
tributed on a first come, first- 
served basis. Ages 2-5 and one 
or more adults 


Book Buddies *RR 

Session 2: Fridays, March 29, 
April 5 &12, 3:45 

This fun literacy program 
pairs kids with teen volun- 
teers for one-on-one reading 
fun. In this three-week pro- 
gram, kids can practice read- 
ing or be read to, receive one- 
on-one attention from a train- 
ed teen, share a snack, and do 
a fun activity. Teens in grades 
9-12 can register at the library 
or online for one or both ses- 
sions to earn up to 10 commu- 
nity service hours. Ages 4+ 


HOME NEWS HERE.COM.... 


Disney Scavenger Bo, a. 
April 1-30 -* 
Disney characters are going. 

on vacation. Find all nine 
characters to reveal their‘des- 
tination and win a prize! All 
ages 


Wilmington Community , . 
Playgroup ae 
Monday, April 1, 9:30 a. m.. ae 
At this drop-in playgroup we . 
will begin with a story and. 
then play together! 4 


Led by the CTI Family. Re, 


source Network. Ages 1-5. - 


World Languages Foreign , 

Film Nights *RR ; 
Tuesday, April 2, 6:30 p.m... , 
Watch French movie with En- 


glish subtitles. Grades 9-12... 


Better Together 
Book Club *RR 
Wednesday, April 3, 6:30 p. m.. 
Bring your favorite grown-up. 
and j join us for a discussion of 
Jasmine Toguchi: Super Sleuth 
by Debbi Michiko Florence. 
Pick up a copy of the book at 
the Children’s Desk. We'll dis- 
cuss the book and make a am 
craft! Grades 1-5 


fh 


LEGO Building. . 


Thursday, April 4, 3:45 p.m. 


Build a unique LEGO cre- 
ation. Kindergarten+ 


Energy iiiceney Bea will 
Programs for Your Busi- a.m 


ness,” 


on Thursday April This 


18, 2019 at 8 a.m. at 230 Ash RMI 


St., Reading. 


Topics cede RMLD’s Re 
Commercial Energy Ass 
essment Program; avail- _ 


able rebates for ey effi- 
ighti 


News and notes from WCTV | 


B UN _ NEVILLE 
Director 


Wilmington Community Tele- 
vision is excited to announce 
details on Wilmington Candi- 
dates Night 2019, featuring 
candidates running for public 
office in this April’s town elec- 
tion. The forum and debates 
will be held on Tuesday, April 
9 at Wilmington High School. 


PROVEN 


WCTV is once again partner- 
ing with the Wilmington- 
Tewksbury Chamber of Com- 
merce for this annual tradi- 
tion. Media partners include 
the Wilmington Apple, The 
Lowell Sun and the Town Crier. 
Reading Cooperative Bank is 
a business sponsor of the 
night. 

Due to the large field of can- 
didates, this year’s Candidates 


Night is being moved from 
WCTV’s studio to the LGI 
Room at WHS, familiar to 
many people as home of the 
School Committee meetings. 
This room will accommodate 
not only a large group of par- 
ticipants, but will also allow 
for the public to come and 
watch. 

Candidates Night will air live 
on WCTV: Comcast 9/Verizon 


*a= Todd 


Johnson 


Selectman 


PROFESSIONAL 


EXPERIENCE Counts In This Election 


State Senator Barry Finegold ... 
“Experience matters, and Todd has the experience we need to keep Tewksbury 

moving in the right direction. He is someone we can trust to keep our interests at 
the heart of all the decisions he makes.” 


State Representative David Robertson ... 
“The advantage of having an experienced leader like Todd Johnson is clear to me. His 
history supports that he will work towards an even better Tewksbury.” 


LEADERSHIP 


As past and present selectmen, we’ve worked directly with Todd and know he has 
the EXPERIENCE to get the job done! Join us in supporting him on April 6". 


David Gay 
Jim Wentworth 


Jay Kelley 
Brian Dick 
Doug Sears 


Scott Wilson 
Bruce Panilaitis 


Political Advertisement paid for by the Committee to Elect Todd Johnson 


37. You'll also be able to stfeam 
the event at wetv. org/live, or 
through the WCTV App. 

Here’s the rundown of ‘the 
night. 

* Candidates with an asterisk 
are currently serving ori ‘the 
committee/board. 

6 p.m.: School Committee 
Forum 

This race has three seats 
and is uncontested. The forum 
will let the candidates’ talk 
about their views on various 
issues. 

Invited candidates: Jo New- 
house*, Jesse Fennelly, Jason 
Samaha 

6:45 p.m.: Board of Select- 
men Debate (Special Elec- 
tion) 

This race has three candi- 
dates vying for the seat that 
opened up in February when 
Ed Loud left the board. The 
term is only one year and this 
seat will be up again in 2020. 

Invited candidates: Jomarie 
O’Mahony, Daryn Marsh, Kev- 
in McDonald 

8 p.m.: Board of Selectmen 
Debate 

This race has six candidates 
vying for two seats. 

Invited candidates: Greg Ben- 
del*, Kevin Caira*, Dan Mur- 
phy, Suzanne Sullivan, Rob:Fa- 
sulo, and Mark Maselli 

Ahead of Candidates Night, 
WCTV will be hosting these 
candidates for short inter- 
views in our studio. Those seg- 
ments should be on TV and 
online by April 1 and will in- 
clude questions about why 
each candidate is running and- 
their background i in the town. - 

Election day is Saturday, 
April 27. 
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History: 


The memory and deeds of James E. Kelley still live on 


By CAPT. LARZ NEILSON 


James. E. Kelley, better 
known to everyone in Wil- 
mington as Jim Kelley, was 
born in North Wilmington on 
March 31, 1853. The home in 
which he was born stood on 
Middlesex Avenue, across the 
tracks from the present site 
of the North Wilmington De- 
pot. uu? 

At that time, the Tibbetts 
house} next door, was known 
as? “the Shamrock, ” on ac- 
count*of the large number of 
Irish people who lived there. 
The house in which Jim was 
born was known as “The Cot- 
tage” *which would imply that 
it;was a small place, but actu- 
ally‘ his was not so. The 
howge!was later burned down. 

Jirh* ‘was the youngest son of 
Dani and Mary Carlin Kel- 
ley: There was an older broth- 
eft ohn, and two sisters who 
were older still, Susan and 
Mary, all of whom were born 
in South Boston. Their father 
had"been born in Ireland and 
had” migrated to Newfound- 
land and then to Boston. Am- 
ong the occupations in which 
the elder Kelley found him- 
self was that of stove sales- 
man. 

Jim went to the Center 
School, which later became 
the Public Library. At that 
time, during the Civil War, and 
shortly thereafter, there was 
no high school in Wilmington, 


and Jim’s formal education 
stopped when he finished the 
Center School. 

After finishing his formal 
schooling, Jim started work- 
ing in the tannery, in North 
Wilmington, then under the 
ownership of Franklin Perry. 
He worked there for some 
years, as a leather measurer 
and outside foreman. 

In the center part of Wil- 
mington, between present site 
of the library and the Baptist 
school, an old colonial house 
used to stand. This, in the days 
of Jim Kelley, was owned by 
Michael Cragin, and Michael 
and Jim became good friends, 
so that Jim moved into the 
Cragin house and lived there 
for years. On July 3, 1881, 
James E. Kelley of Wilming- 
ton and Mary J. Martin of 
Woburn were united in mar- 
riage, and the couple lived, 
either in the Cragin house or 
in the house next door, which 
Jim later owned, for the rest 
of their lives. There were no 
children. 

The famous Bond bakeries 
burned down while Jim was 
yet a young man. One of the 


. bakeries was next door to the 


Cragin house. Wilmington was 
a well-known “bakery town.” 
After leaving the tannery, 
Jim and his brother John star- 
ted a combination bakery and 
store. They had an extensive 
route, by delivery wagon, all 
over Wilmington and nearby 


places, but after a while they 
came to the conclusion that it 
was wise to abandon the bak- 
ery business. Jim then con- 
verted the store into a 
dwelling house, and in this 
house he lived until the time 
of his death. 

Shortly after abandoning the 
bakery business, Jim became 
a Justice of the Peace. He did 
so at the urging of his brother 
John, who thought that Jim 
was not well-suited for heavy 
physical labor, and had urged 
him to study law. 

As a Justice of the Peace 
(appointed by Governor Rus- 
sell) James Kelley served the 
town for many years. He made 
out deeds and became an 
authority on the lands and 
estates of Wilmington. He at 
one time was a considerable 
land owner in his own right. 
He became an assessor, and 
then later a selectman, and 
later, town clerk, which post 
he held for 30 years, to the 
time of his death. 

In the years just before the 
turn of the century, a fire 
caused many of Wilmington’s 
records to be lost. It was im- 
perative that a complete rec- 
ord of births, marriages and 
deaths be made quickly, and 
Jim set himself to the task. He 
spent many hours of work all 
one winter, compiling the Wil- 
mington records of births, 
marriages and deaths from 
1730 to 1898. After this had 


been done, the town had it 
printed, and every family in 
town got a copy. It became 
known as “The Kelley Book.” 

Jim did more than his work 
as an officer and Justice of 
the Peace. He played clarinet 
in the Town Band, which all 
accounts say was a snappy or- 
ganization. He was one of the 
founders of St. Thomas 
Church and was the Sexton 
there from the time of its 
founding in 1888 until his 
death. He was a charter mem- 
ber of the Grange and never 
missed a meeting. He was 
treasurer of the Grange 
Corporation. : 

Jim was a Democrat, and a 
very firm Democrat, too. He 
once refused to make a trip to 
Washington because, he was 
told, there he would see Demo- 
cratic Senators and Represen- 
tatives sitting at the same 
table as Republican Senators 
and Representatives. 

Jim’s character can proba- 
bly be best attested to in the 
words of Lawrence Swain, 
who lived in a big farmhouse, 
near the East School. 

“Jim,” said Swain, “is as fine 
a man as has ever lived. He 
never charges enough, howev- 
er, for his services.” 

A fervent defender of Wil- 
mington and anything that 
conerned Wilmington, James 
E. Kelley breathed his last, in 
his home on Church Street on 
April 21, 1937. 


MacLellan family donates dinner'| 


The MacLellan family once again have generously donated ° 
a wonderful St. Patrick’s Day Dinner for the seniors of 
Wilmington. This year was well attended with over 150 sen- 
iors in attendance and they enjoyed a wonderful corned 
beef dinner. The dinner was prepared by Veterans Agent 
Lou Cimaglia with MUCH help from master Chef Brian 
Casey (Army) and Kitchen Sergeant Gary McDougall - 
(Army) both not pictured. The kitchen staff included, pic-* 
tured left to right: Kevin Caira; Cimaglia, Peter MacLellan, 
Jim MacLellan, Terri Marciello, Olivia MacLellan, Vickie 


MacLellan and Bonnie. 


(Courtesy phote) 


__ Letters to 
‘the editor 


Johnson a good listener 
and communicator 


»* at 
Deaf editor: 
This’ year voters in Tewks- 


_ burg-+have a choice. when de- 
ciding ‘who: will ‘Serve ‘onthe 


Board of Selectmen. Having 
been*involved in this town 
ovefthe last 16 years, I am 
positive that one candidate 
stands out this year and that 
is Tedd Johnson. 

Todd was first elected to the 
boafd in 2007 when our town 
had financial difficulties, un- 
derfuinded budgets, and not 
much of a plan to fix the prob- 
lems." 

Sifiee that time, Todd has 
provided tremendous leader- 
ship’ and sound fiscal manage- 
merit*to get us where we are 
today} The town currently has 
its highest bond rating which 
has saved taxpayers millions 
of dollars. Getting a financial 
plan in place so we have some 
consistency and predictability 
with how the budget is built 
has made our town a model to 
communities around us. 

Todd is a bold leader. He nev- 
er is afraid to take a stand on 
an issue, which is something I 
appreciate. Todd is honest and 
not someone who makes deci- 
sions to pander or tell people 
what they want to hear. Todd 
makes decisions with one 
thought hanging over his head 

— “What is the best thing for 

the .Town of Tewksbury?” 
lien Todd was part of the 
board who chose not to extend 
the Gontract of the Town Man- 
sr, (who had pen in the po- 


25M TL 


sition for over 20 years), I 
knew that his leadership could 
help Tewksbury turn the cor- 
ner.’ 

Todd never backs dian from 
a challenge, and I personally 
enjoyed our spirited debates 
when we disagreed on issues. 
I have watched him lead when 
the board selected a new Town 
Manager, negotiated with the 
unions for a contract, handled 
water and sewer deficits and 
rising costs, built a new high 
school, renovated Town Hall, 
and countless other issues. 

Todd taught me how to listen 
and work through differences 
in a professional and respect- 
ful manner. When tensions 


‘rose on the board you could 


always count on Todd to get 
the team together and get 
them to talk through their dif- 
ferences. Todd has mentored 
so many of us, and I know he 
made me a much better sel- 
ectman. 

I am so impressed with Todd 
who works tirelessly to contin- 
ue moving this town forward 
and make it a great place to 
live. 

When you go to the ballot 
box on April 6, please cast 
your vote for Todd Johnson, a 
proven leader, who brings 
tremendous experience and 
remains committed to the res- 
idents of Tewksbury. 


Sincerely, 
Scott Wilson 


- Vote - Saturday, April 6* - 


Why are there not two 
ballot questions for the 
Tewksbury school project 5 «iio: 


To the editor, 

The Tewksbury Elementary 
School Building project will 
consolidate grades 2-4 (790 stu- 
dents) into a 140,000 sq. ft. cam- 
pus. The campus will be built on 
the current Doucette field, next 
to the Ryan School. (currently 


grades 5-6;.580 students). This: 


will create ‘a new elementary 
school complex (almost 1,400 
students) at the already con- 
gested, residential Pleasant St. 
location. 

ALSO, an almost $10 million 
athletic field complex (with 
synthetic turf field, 1,500 seat 
bleachers, concession stand, 2- 
story field house) will be con- 
structed behind the new school. 

Why is this new ELEMEN- 
TARY school campus BEING 
COMBINED with a new athlet- 
ic field (primarily being used 
for HIGH SCHOOL sports) ON 
THE SAME PROPERTY? This 
will change the character of 
the entire elementary school. 

Why not build the athletic 


field at a different location? 
The new field could be built at 
the North St. location if: the 
five remaining elementary 
schools were minimally _re- 
assigned to absorb the North 
St. school students; then demol- 


. ish the 67-year old school. 


Why. are the: same abutting: 
neighborhoods ALSO ‘beifig: 


‘ forced to accept the increased 


use of high school & all-level-of- 
sports all day, every day, with 
the new athletic field? These 
neighborhoods will already be 
dealing with the traffic conges- 
tion/activity associated with 
the 1,400 student population. 

Why is the athletic field not a 
SEPARATE ballot question for 
the April 6 vote, when the main 
purpose of this project is to 
build a new elementary school? 

Please vote NO on the cur- 
rent single ballot question on 
April 6! 


Phyllis Giblin 
Tewksbury 


Stronach has 
passion for Tewksbury 


Good leaders have a passion 
for what they are doing. Their 
job is doing what they love 
most and they have wrapped 
their lives around it. Anne Ma- 
rie Stronach has such a pas- 
sion for the Town of Tewks- 
bury. 

She has lived in Tewksbury 
for’ 34 years.-‘She has/.a hus- 
band, ‘Rick: Stfonachand two 
children — Coniior' WHd gradw- 
ated from Tewksbiity’ Memo- 
rial High School and got an 
engineering degree from Rens- 
selaer Polytech Institute, and 
Nicholas who graduated from 
Shawsheen Technical High 
School and got a degree in 
Occupational Safety from 
Keene State. 

Anne Marie is the Chief Op- 
erating Officer for the Law- 
rence Public School District. 
She is responsible for Human 
Resources, Facilities & Main- 
tenance, Transportation, School 
Safety, Nutrition Services and 
Information & Technology. She 
handles a 30 million dollar 
budget and is accountable for 


several hundred employees. She 
brings these job skills to. the . 
Tewksbury Board of Selectmen. ; 

Anne Marie is a tireless wor- * 
ker and has served on many 
committees. A few examples 
include: 

Selectmen Representative to 
the Public Events and Celebra- 
tions Committee, annual Fall 
Harvest Festival, Elementary . 
Building:'sCommittee, Local 
Housing’ andthe’ Tewksbury 
Public Events Committee. 

She demands both fiscal ac- 
countability and prudent spen- 
ding of the various town depart- 
ments. She is experienced: in 
financial matters and is what 
we need on the Tewksbury 
Board of Selectmen. She is tire- 
less and passionate in her love 
of Tewksbury. 

For these reasons we endorse 
Anne Marie Stronach ‘for 
another term on the Tewks- 
bury Board of Selectmen. 


Sincerely, 

Jim Harmon. and 
Joan Unger Harmon 
Tewksbury 


Vote yes for new elementary school project —- 


Dear Tewksbury residents, 

I am writing this letter in 
support of the ballot question 
to fund the proposed new 
Elementary School Project. I 
have been. residing’ in 
Tewksbury for over 30 years 
and have seen so many stu- 
dents rise to great places as a 
result of the education they 
have received by our teachers 
in Tewksbury. 

We as parents, grandparents, 
seniors, friends and neighbors 
should rally around the new 
proposal and never look back 


"ANNE MARIE STRONACH 


for 
TEWKSBURY 


"Tewksbury needs Anne Marie Stronach. 


ii 


GAN; ’ 


- Stale Representative, David Robertson y 


<<. BOARD OF SELECTMAN 


“°*Anne Marie is a passionate and dedicated leader 
>, for Tewksbury — and her expertise in the budget 
_, process /s unparalleled. She has always remained 
38 tireless worker for her fellow citizens. 4 iS simple: 


“i onie Marie wants to work for a better Tewksbury - 
‘"& she needs your help to do it! 


Thank you for your support! 


Vote April 6°” 


Paid for by the Committee to Elect Anne Marie Stronach 


at what we didn’t do maintain- 
ing the schools in the past. We 
need to look ahead to a new 
school and what it will provide 
for the students of Tewksbury. 

In my opinion the project 
should be funded completely 
with the magnificent school 
campus proposal as designed. 
The committee should work 
with the abutting neighbors to 
rectify any issues and con- 
cerns and do it right. Never 
mind trying to “nickel and 
dime” the project but recog- 
nize that we as a town have an 


Sitework Contractor 


$525,000 


Commercial Mortgage 
Merrimack Valley 


Defense Manufacturer 


$950,000 


Equipment Loan 
Essex County 


opportunity to partner with 
the state and receive $32.7 mil- 
lion dollars towards a brand- 
new state of the art elemen- 
tary school for this already 
beautiful community. 

A first-class education set- 
ting is the foundation to a 
learning environment and the 
development of the children of 
Tewksbury. They deserve the 
same opportunities to grow, 
strive, and succeed in life 
whatever the cost. A new 
school in conjunction with our 
great teachers and adminis- 


WHY USE LOCAL LENDERS? 


HVAC Business 


$21,000 


Vehicle Loan 
Middlesex County 


trators will insure our kids 
have the tools to develop the 
skills to compete*in the 2ist 
century. 

Please let’s not let the great 
opportunity go by and support 
the new school we so desper- 
ately need for the children of 
today and the leaders of 
tomorrow. 

Vote yes for the new elenjen- 
tary school project. 


Sincerély, 
Vincent Fratalia 


$ 


General Contractor 


$90,000 
Line of Credit 
Middlesex County 


Because we understand your business needs and can provide 


Fred Maloof 


ice President 


781-224-3565 


TSB Means Business! 


Commercial Banking Officer 
fmaloof@tsbawake24.com 


personalized guidance along with local loan decisions. 
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’ Local. Innovative. Trusted. 
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_ Letters to 
“the editor 


ig mae Per at the 
Tewksbury Library 


To the editor, 


Come play mini-golf at the 


Tewksbury Library this week- 
end! The Friends are hosting 
this family-oriented event on 
Saturday and Sunday, and wel- 
come you to join in the action. 

F.xperience the fun of playing 
i8 holes of golf up and down 
the stairs and through the book 
stacks and in all the nooks and 
corners of the Library. 

A huge THANK YOU to all 
our wonderful sponsors: Tewks- 
bury Democratic Town Commit- 
tee, Enterprise Bank, Eastern 
Bank, The Tewksbury Country 


Club, The Self-Defense Insti- 
tute, Salem Five Bank, Metro 
Credit Union, Training Done 
Right with Barbara Casparius, 
CircleHealth, Tewksbury Fed- 
eral Credit Union, The Center 
at Innovation Drive, Billerica 
Cat Care Coalition, The Anni- 
versary Campaign for the Tewks- 
bury Public Library, and our 
event sponsor, Demoulas Mar- 
ket Basket Foundation. 

And thanks to all the patrons 
who come and play. We can't 
do this without you! 


Nancy Baumoel 


Bendel’s spoken up 
about fixing all streets 


Dear editor, 

My name is Bob Bryant. I 
have lived in Wilmington go- 
ing on 29 years. I reside at 7 
Dartmouth Ave. aka’ Dart- 
mouth River. I call it that be- 
cause when it rains or we have 
heavy snow melt it runs down 
the street through my yard. 

I have complained ‘to many 
in town management to no 
avail. I keep hearing that un- 
accepted streets can not be re- 
paired with public dollars ac- 
cording to state laws. I have 
réal issues with that. I believe 
afly taxpayers who pay proper- 
ty ‘taxes, their/our properties 
should all be treated equally. 

“we all pay the’same tax rate: 

Well, for the first time in my 
29 years here, I heard a select- 
man — Selectman Greg Ben- 
del — say we really need to do 
something about these streets. 
The fact that there are unac- 
‘cepted streets in Wilmington 
and other towns in 2019, THAT 
¥s" unacceptable. 

’ _ There are other towns around 


that are doing the same thing 
that Greg is suggesting Wil- 
mington do — fix these streets! 

Our selectmen are supposed 
to represent the town’s resi- 
dents — all of us or-at least a 
good majority. They should 
not pick a small group and go 
with it which seems to happen 
a lot lately. The fact that Greg 
is trying to get things started 
is HUGE! 

Wilmington has 31 miles of 
unaccepted streets and, in my 
opinion, for Greg to bring this 
up is more representative of a 
larger group of residents who 
lose value of their homes and 
property due to water in their 
homes and conditions of their 
streets. 

I really hope Greg is re-elec- 
ted to continue this project 
since he is the first in a long 
list of selectmen to bring this 
to light! 


Thank you, 
Bob Bryant, Deb Bryant 
and Rob Bryant 


Johnson helped make 
town a better place 


‘fellow Tewksbury voters: 
‘*When Todd Johnson answered 
the call to public service, and 
was enthusiastically elected to 
selectman for his first term, the 
town was in crisis. Tewksbury 
could’ve gone one of two ways. 
‘We found ourselves at the crux 
of two parallel universes. 

}One was a town full of debt, 
decaying infrastructure, nega- 
tive growth, and hopelessness. 
The other town — the one in 
which we currently live — is a 
place of progress, positive 
growth, increased programs, 
and a bright future. This was 
achieved in part through Todd 
Johnson’s steady leadership. 
«It was Todd’s foresight that 
gave us the ability to revitalize 
,our bond rate, to build new 
+ $chools that allow our children 


+ to not only compete but to have 


a leg-up on many other stu- 
dents in Massachusetts, and to 
have the type of hometown we 
can be proud of. 

Todd has done his job as sel- 
ectman so well that many forget 
the threshold on which we all 
once stood. The things that mat- 
ter: our safety, our services, 
and our financial picture, all of 
this was turned around — and 
all of this was improved — due 
of Todd Johnson’s professional 
leadership and dedication. 

Not very long ago in Tewks- 
bury, there were two towns 
ahead in the future. I live in 
the better one — the healthy 
one — because of Todd John- 
son — and I won’t forget it. 
Neither should you. 

Vote Todd Johnson on April 6. 


J.W. Buckley 


"By PAU 2 EWS 


school students” that our 
administrators need to deal 
with each and every day. We 
will also focus on. the need 
for Legislative funding re- 
form in Massachusetts this 
year for added state-aid to all 
cities and towns. 

When it comes for example 
to our schools and behavioral 


health, 1 in 5 children have a 


diagnostic behavioral disor- 
der; 1 in 14 children have 
ADHD; a behavioral conduct 
problem in 1 of 28 children/ 
students; 1 in 33 children suf- 
fering from anxiety; 1 in 50 
diagnosed with depression 
and 1 in 66 children/students 
or potential students having 
_ an autism spectrum disorder. 

These numbers have to be 
looked at in two ways. First, 
the staff of all of our schools 
needs to go to work each and 
every day and focus on learn- 
ing and teaching all students 
who have conditions listed 
above all the way to the aca- 


- added poco 


demically talented ee 
_ who need constant or focused 
“This column will be focused : 

on some recent data from the - 
_ Center for Disease Control in © 
Atlanta and raises some seri- _ 
ous questions for all of us 1 
_jooking at the “face of public — 


pee oe. ights are : rol 
on the incredible job ‘all staff  assi 
inside that building will face 
every minute of the day and 
always admired the great 
work all do under incredible 
circumstances. Yes, special — 


motivation to keep them at 
their a leva, of perfo 
of st 


education staff are present in 


the schools of our Town Crier 
land but in a realistic way 


they have caseloads usually 
far above the amount of at- 
tention many students need. 


Parent cooperation varies _ 
from being fabulous to little or 


none depending on the schools 


to do all in correcting or reme- 
diating a student’s problem, 
which is so much. easier to say 


than to do. 


touch to solve all of these 
problems but absolutely some 
of the current state education 
funding legislative initiatives 


need a resolution this year 


without putting it off one 


more year. This past Friday, 


Johnson has experience 


and sound fiscal practices 


Dear editor: 

I write in support of re-elect- 
ing Todd Johnson to the Board 
of Selectmen. For the past 12 
years, Todd has relentlessly 
served the Tewksbury commu- 
nity as a solid member of the 
Board of Selectmen. His knowl- 
edge of town bylaws and histo- 
ry, combined with his experi- 
ence and sound fiscal practices 
are invaluable. qualities: that 
allow Todd to help make Tewks- 
bury a community that is.at the 
top in the State of Massachu- 
setts. 

I admire that Todd does not 
shy away from making difficult 
decisions. He puts the Tewks- 
bury community and its resi- 
dents first while consistently 
adhering to the master plan and 
financial policies of the town. 

Todd has been an integral 
team member of the current 
board of selectmen having vo- 
ted in support of a zero percent 
increase in water and sewer 
rates for 2020 as well as having 
made the motion to shift the 
sewer debt away from the prop- 
erty tax for residents thus re- 


ducing the average tax bill $50 
for residents in 2020. 

It is evident that Todd fully 
cares about Tewksbury as he is 
a member of the Tewksbury 
Food Panty, and also is a mem- 
ber of the town bylaws subcom- 
mittee. Todd is a very impor- 
tant cog in the wheel of making 
Tewksbury great as he is a 
strong veteran town leader. 

Election day is right around 
the corner, and our community 
has the opportunity to re-elect 
a strong selectman who has 
knowledge, work ethic, and ex- 
perience to best represent us. 
We have the chance to contin- 
ue with the strong momentum 
in the positive direction Tewks- 
bury is currently taking. 

Let’s continue to make Tewks- 
bury a great place to live by re- 
electing Todd Johnson. Please 
join me in voting for Todd John- 
son for Selectman on Saturday 
April 6. 


Sincerely, 
Brian Dick 
Tewksbury Selectman 


Stronach uses facts and 
input to make decisions 


To the voters of Tewksbury, 

It is terrific to learn that 
Anne Marie Stronach is run- 
ning once again for Board of 
Selectman. 

I know that Tewksbury has 
benefited from her ability to 
investigate and dig into issues 
and follow through until a 
workable resolution is found. 
She doesn’t just go with her 
gut, she relies on facts, input 
from the people of the town 
and weighs fiscal responsibili- 
ty, safety, educational needs 


and the needs of all of us in- 
cluding seniors. 

I admire her direct approach 
and transparency, the way she 
really listens to concerns and 
pays attention to business pro- 
ceedings always keeping town 
interests in the forefront. 

I will be voting for Anne Ma- 
rie Stronach again this year 
and I hope you do too. 

Get out and vote April 6! 


Sincerely, 
Dennis Francis 


Stronach always ahead of the curve on town programs 


»' Dear editor; 
When choosing a Tewksbury 
- Selectmen candidate on April 6, 
, there are two important ques- 
‘tions to consider while choosing 
‘the right person to hold the pub- 
-lic’s trust. First, how do I make 
is the right choice and second, 
“what difference does it make? 
|| These are the questions my 


| wife and I ask ourselves, when 


“as humble residents of Tewks- 


(bury for 46 years, choose an 


elected office candidate to rep- 
resent us, our family and my 
fellow residents. 

I could not think of anyone 
present or past, more qualified 
then Madam Selectman Anne 
Marie Stronach. I have had the 
distinct privilege of working 
with her on several important 
issues of Tewksbury in my ap- 
pointed position on the Fi- 
nance Committee [30 years] as 
well as a volunteer to other va- 


Want your 
opinion heard? 


We LOVE your letters! 
Send Letters to the Editor to: 


office@yourtowncrier.com. 


*-All submissions must be accompanied by full name, 
address, and daytime contact information 
for verification purposes. 


Letters must be e-mailed by noon on Monday in order 
for consideration the same week’s edition. 7 


rious Study Committees and 
several public town Building 
Committees. 

With regard to town financial 
matters, the public education 
of our students, housing pro- 
grams for our senior citizens, 
veterans, low income residents 
and the clean air standards of 
our Green Community achieve- 
ments, Anne Marie has been 
out front leading the charge on 
every program. She has always 
been a good listener, respectful 


| and very professional in her 
| posture and approach to solve 
| any of the problems addressed 
_ in her tenure of serving on the 


Board of Selectman. 

Anne Marie Stronach is al- 
ways ahead of the curve on 
town programs by taking the 


_ lead in any issue. For example, 
_ she was a pioneer in forming a 
_ town Financial Task Force 
| with other officials and resi- 
' dents, the Green Committee, 
| High School Building Commit- 


tee, the new Elementary Buil- 
ding Committee and taking 
the lead in Local Housing 
Partnership’s agendas. 

Unlike some who hold or 
held elected or appointed offi- 
ces who only care about rais- 
ing their own personal inter- 
est, Ann Marie is the real 
deal. She is very sincere in the 
goals and mission for ALL of 
Tewksbury. No one has been 
better in this regard, in my 
opinion, for the community. 

Therefore, when considering 
the questions of the first 1st 
paragraph, as they are in my 
mind always when I vote; an- 
swer those questions by casting 
a vote for Selectman on April 6, 
for Anne Marie Stronach. 

Anne Marie is the right 
choice, she will work to make 
a difference. 


Sincerely, 
Thomas L. Cooke 
Tewksbury 


Per standard practice, Letters to the Editor regarding an election 
won't be run the week of the election; therefore, no letters regarding 
the Tewksbury election will run next week. Letters to the Editor 
regarding the Wilmington election will run until April 17. 
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Maselli has high moralé 


and strong family values 


Fellow residents, 

I am honored to offer my letter 
of endorsement for my friend, 
Mark Maselli for selectman! 

In life, you meet people and 


sometimes get that instant feel- 


ing of “he’s a good guy” or 
“they’re good people.” That is 
exactly how I felt when I met 
Mark and his wife, Lilia Maselli 
and their family. 

Mark and his wife are kind, 
hardworking people. While run- 
ning a business and raising 
their three boys, they continue 
to be active, not only in the 
lives of their children, but with- 
in the community. 

Mark is a man of tremendous 
character possessing high mor- 
als and strong family values. 
These are qualities that I am 
passionate about and respect 


“e 
a 


in people and look for when 
deciding on whom to roa 
votes for. 

One thing I know for ‘sure. is 
that while Mark may have his 
opinions on municipal isgue&, I 
know he will offer and*state 
these opinions in a ndpten- 
frontational manner. Profes- 
sionalism and respect is what 
we should expect and deserve 
from our .elected_ officials. I 


know I can count,on Mark.to ~'~ -o 


conduct himself in this..man- 


ner when he is on our Board, of - 


Selectmen. 


I encourage all Wilmington 


residents to join me this-April 
in electing Mark Maselli to, the 
office of Selectman. md 


Thank ra 
Doreen cece og 
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Vote yes on question | . 


for a better school (e3% 


To the editor: 

The time to act is now. Tewks- 
bury has been presented with 
an amazing opportunity to build 
a new elementary school serv- 
icing grades 2-4 starting for the 
2022 school year. 

I urge town residents to vote 
Yes on Question 1 on April 6. 
My reasons are clear. The State 
of Massachusetts has selected 
Tewksbury as a recipient for 
coveted state funding of approx- 
imately $32.7M after a grueling 
7-year application process. Our 
elementary schools require 
tremendous renovation to not 
only bring them into the 2ist 
century, but to provide our kids 
with a safe and educationally- 
rich environment to flourish. 

The cost is inevitable as the 
Trahan and North Street Schools 
require substantial renovations. 
One example, in a long list of 


Tewksbury 


Voy 


problems, is a beehive; some- 
where in the North Street;Schgol. 
Imagine being seven-years 
old, sitting in your classroom 
while bees buzz overhead. You 
don’t hear a word your; teach- 
er is saying because youre 
terrified of being stung, + «1 
A no vote will only halt current 
plans and pass the reimbuyrse- 
ment on to the next cityAtown,in 


line; the serious issue remains. I - 


am a true believer that.the 
school infrastructure does; not 
make a child successful,;-but 
let’s give our kids and our teagh- 
ers an environment where they 
can truly thrive. I ask voters to 
consider the facts and think 
about the future of Tewksbury. 

Let’s not waste this incredi- 
ble opportunity. [ 


Jennifer Tavares, 
Tewksbury 
> I . 
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Robert A. Lane 


Drove a bus for the MBTA 


Robert Arthur “Bob” Lane, 
age 75, the father of a large 
well-known Tewksbury family 
died peacefully at his Tewks- 
bury home, Thursday evening, 
March 21, surrounded by and 
in the. loving care of his family 
and ‘hospice, after a lengthy 

ess. 

He’ was the devoted husband 
of Kathleen (McCarthy) Lane, 
with whom he had celebrated 


a 52nd wedding anniversary 
this past April 16. 

He was born in Dorchester, 
the son of the late Arthur V. 
and Anna (Stanton) Lane, 
raised in Dorchester, and grad- 
uated from Dorchester High 
School. 

He began his working career 
at the Boston Public Library, 
and later changed careers to 
bus driver for the M.T.A. He 


Shirley M. Hadfield 


Started Wilmington Dance Party 


Shirley M. Hadfield, age 92, 


and long-time resident of Wil- 


ington, MA., died peacefully 
Wednesday, March 27, 2019, 
surrounded by her loving fam- 
il .. _ 


hirley was born in Calais, 
ME., Nov. 1, 1926. Shirley was 
a 1944 graduate of Cony High 
School in Augusta, Maine. 
Shirley married her husband 
John in 1950 and had a won- 
derful. marriage for 66 years 
before John’s passing in 2016. 

She was a loving mother and 
homemaker. When her chil- 
dren were of school age, she 
started her professional ca- 
réer at Avco in Wilmington. 
Shé retired in 1987 as a Sub- 
contract Administrator. Late 
in ler working career, she 
took night classes at Middle- 
sex Community College and 
earned her associate’s degree 
shortly after her retirement. _ 

Shirley and her husband 
John, with neighborhood 
friends, began the Wilmington 


Dance Party and became the 
first presidents. They, along 
with many other Wilmington 
residents, enjoyed the dance 
party for many years. 

They played bridge every 
month with their Strout Ave- 
nue neighbors and also en- 
joyed many travel adventures 
with them. Never one to be 
idle, in her spare time, she was 
always working on one of her 
many crafts. To highlight a 
few, she was an accomplished 
seamstress and made all her 
daughters’ beautiful wedding 
and bridesmaid’s dresses. She 
also made beautiful stained- 
glass lamps and window orna- 
ments that family and friends 
will always cherish. 

‘Upon her retirement, Shirley 
was a very active volunteer 
member of the Friends of the 
Wilmington Library and the 
Wilmington Garden Club. Along 
with her other activities there, 
it was joy for her to provide 
them both with her beautiful 


retired from the M.B.T.A. as a 
dispatcher after 30- years of 
service. He was a member of 
AFL-CIO Carmen’s Union, Bos- 


handmade floral arrangements. 

Shirley was preceded in 
death by her loving husband 
John and beautiful grand- 
daughter Elizabeth Hadfield. 
Shirley is survived by her four 
children, Penelope Roche & 
husband Michael of Orange, 
MA, Pamela McDade & hus- 
band Norman of Andover, MA, 
James Hadfield & wife Patri- 
cia of Glastonbury, CT, and 
Patricia Campbell & husband 
Doctor John of Enterprise, AL. 

Shirley ‘is also survived by 10 


ton Local 589. He had also 
served in the Army National 
Guard. He had lived in Tewks- 
bury since 1967 and was active 
at St. William’s Parish. 

He and his family hosted the 
weekly after Mass coffee and 
donut socials every Sunday 
morning for over 20 years. He 
was also a member of Fr. Cop- 
pen’s Council, Knights of Col- 
umbus in Tewksbury. 

Besides his wife he leaves 12 
children: Timothy S. Lane and 
his wife Adrianna (Gonzalez), 
Kathleen A. Goodwin and her 
husband Gerard all of Ando- 
ver, Judith M. Vasas and her 
husband Tewksbury Deputy 
Fire Chief Albert of Tewks- 
bury, Jean L. Capizzi and her 
husband Paul of Revere, John 
P. Lane and his wife Lori (Lar- 
rabee), Sandy J. Lane and her 


grandchildren: Jennifer and 
Jillian Roche; Melissa 
(McDade) McMahon; Rebecca, 
Jessica, and John Hadfield; 
Katelin (Campbell) Haver, 
Kristine (Campbell) Sawyer, 
Patrick and Matthew Campbell. 

Shirley also has two great- 
granddaughters, Audrey 
McMahon and Anna Haver 
and three great-grandsons, 
Jameson Campbell, John 
Haver and William Sawyer. 

She was the daughter of the 
late John and Mildred (Brown) 
Shipley and the last of seven 
siblings. Shirley is also sur- 
vived by many nieces and 
nephews. 

Shirley was always there for 
her family and friends. Her lov- 
ing ways, sense of humor and 
wit will truly be missed by all. 
She will forever be in our 
hearts. 

The family sends warmest 
gratitude to the wonderful staff 
at Quabbin Valley Healthcare 
and Trinity Hospice for their 
tremendous care. 

Family & friends gathered 
for Visiting Hours at the Nich- 
ols Funeral Home, 187 Middle- 
sex Ave. (Rt. 62), Wilmington, 


dé "Deak editor, 
. Lv write because this town is 
in’ désperate need for a change 
‘of government. The residents 
“of ‘Wilmington need to under- 
stand where our town is head- 
‘ed*aind how we all can help to 
‘change it. 

“Ns'a relatively new Wilming- 
ton resident my wife and I 
have learned that this town’s 


pietters to 


government is nothing more 
than a corrupt, self-absorbed 
“inner circle.” Aside from sel- 
ectmen Michael McCoy, I am 
yet to see a town official that 
puts the citizens of Wilming- 
ton before themselves. 

All it takes is for you.to do a 
little homework about our 
board members to realize who 
is working with who, who’s re- 


husband Chris Tierney all of 
Dracut, Matthew T. Lane of 
Tewksbury, Ann M. Paré and 
her husband Philip, Joseph A. 
Lane and his wife Katie (Mad- 
den-Sturges) all of Tewksbury, 
Michael R. Lane and his wife 
Erin (Mulcahy) of Amherst, 
NH, Patricia A. Corsetti and 
her husband Kyle of Chelms- 
ford, and Mary E. Lane and 
her significant other James 
Frackleton of Tewksbury; 16 
grandchildren: Mary Kate, 
Taylor, Jack, Shannon, Kee- 
gan, Shaye, Kobi, Lila, Lily, 
Noah, Isabella, Abigail, Har- 
ley, Oliver, Lucy, and Vincent; 
a beloved sister, Mary Ann 
Lane of Melrose; numerous 
brothers-in-law and sisters-in- 
law, nieces and nephews; and 
dear friends. 

Visiting hours were Monday, 


on Saturday, March 30 from 10 
a.m. - 12 p.m. Shirley’s Fu- 
neral Services will be at noon 
at the funeral home. Burial 
services will follow in Wild- 
wood Cemetery, Wilmington. 


) eww was: "an old Vietoriea era” 


March 25, from 4 until 8 p.m. 
in the Tewksbury Funeral 
Home, corner of 1 Dewey and 
975 Main Sts. (Rt. 38) TEWKS- 
BURY CENTER, Ph. (800 in 
MA or 978) 851 2950. His funer- 
al began Tuesday, March 26, 
at 10:15 a.m. from the funeral 
home, followed by a Funeral 
Mass at 11:30 a.m. in St. Wil- 
liam’s Church, 1351 Main St 
(Rte. 38) Tewksbury. Burial 
will follow in St. Mary ceme- 
tery. 

In lieu of flowers, memorials 
to the Oblate Father’s Infirm- 
ary Fund, 486 Chandler St, 
Tewksbury, MA 01876 or the 
Merrimack Valley Hospice, 
360 Merrimack St., Bldg. 9, 
Lawrence, MA 01843 will be 
appreciated. 

visit: 
tewksburyfuneralhome.com. 


In lieu of flowers, donations 
in Shirley’s memory may be 
made to the Quabbin Valley 
Healthcare Activities Depart- 
ment, 821 Daniel Shays High- 
way, Athol, MA 01331. 


Elect Fasulo and Sullivan to Board of Selectmen 


lated to who, who is doing busi- 
ness with who, and who has a 
past history with who. What we 
are dealing with is nothing 
more than a group of politi- 
cians taking care of them- 
selves and their own at the 
public’s expense. 

The people and residents of 
Wilmington are the last priori- 
ty for Wilmington’s political 
decisions. This needs to change. 

Town officials are supposed to 
look out for the benefit and well- 
being of their residents. Most of 
our fellow citizens believe elect- 
ed and appointed officials exist 


Stronach ‘perfect blend of realist and dreamer’ 


To the voters of Tewksbury, 
10 years ago when I first 
began working in public service 
I was told of a woman in town 
‘who- was passionately educat- 
ied) tremendously dedicated, 
‘and’ an all-around “firebrand” 
‘for the Town of Tewksbury. 
‘I have to admit that I was a 
‘bit‘intimidated at the time, but 
/after finally meeting Anne 
Marie.Stronach, I realized that 
‘her drive and dream of a better 
“Fewksbury was out of pure love 
‘for’ the town and it's residents 
‘and have come to know her as 
’a'gréat friend and leader. 
©Since her first term, she has 
‘tworkéd with her colleagues to 
‘Kelp’ ¢ement Tewksbury's tur- 
Geers fiscal picture as a thing 
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of the past, and worked to im- 
prove our municipal rating and 
slow down a ballooning tax 
rate. Selectman Stronach has 
brought order and thoughtful 
planning, always putting resi- 
dents first. 

Personally, she has worked to 
call me consistently and voice 
her support on a slew of legis- 
lation ranging from promoting 
small business to helping bring 
financial relief to senior citi- 
zens by doubling their tax 
credits. She has provided a 
clear voice for support, servic- 
es, and more for residents re- 
gardless of their age, family 
size, or income. 

Anne Marie is the perfect 
blend of a realist and a dream- 


er. She has a clear vision for a 
better future for town in mind, 
yet understands the reality of 
finances and challenges that 
face many residents. 

She wants a better Tewksbury 
for the next generation, with- 
out pricing out those who came 
before us. She desires better 
schools while understanding 
the demands on working par- 
ents with young children. 

I ask that my fellow residents 
join me in supporting Anne 
Marie Stronach's vision and 
experience this April by cast- 
ing their vote for her. 


Sincerely, 
Representative David 
Robertson 


'Bendal, Caira keep town moving in positive direction 


To all residents of the great 
town of Wilmington, 
29Yes, I said great town of 
Wilmington and I and you 
all. should want to keep the 
‘town going in the positive 
direction it has been going 
. for the past several years. 
This is the reason I feel I 
, need to write this letter and 
, I’m asking for your support 
‘of two great volunteers in 


town, Kevin Caira and Greg 
Bendel. Both have been car- 
ing about this town for so 
many. years and recently I 
spent two years on the Board 
of Selectman with both, 
where they are both respect- 
ful and professional, not only 
to me, but all citizens. 

Greg and Kevin care for 
everyone in town, by being 
fiscally conservative, and 


keeping all our services 
without fees. 

Both are hard workers for 
you... please join me and my 
family in voting for both 
Kevin Caira and Greg Ben- 
del on April 27. 

PLEASE GET OUT THE 
VOTE ON APRIL 27. 


Thank you 
Ed Loud Sr. 


) Stronach always: considers what's best for Tewksbury 


Dear editor, 

Voters of Tewksbury, we 
‘ would appreciate your vote on 
» April 6, 2019 for Anne Marie 
« Stronach. She is currently the 
» Vice Chairman of the Board of 


' Selectman and always consid- — 


Dello Russo Family Funeral Home 
A Cfo Clebration® Flome 


ers what is best for the Town 


of Tewksbury and the resi- 
dents when casting her vote. 
She has served on many 
committees and is well quali- 
fied for the job, as Selectman. 
PLEASE VOTE FOR ANNE 


MARIE STRONACH ON 
APRIL 6, 2019 


Bob and Carol MacInnis 


FENCE CO. 
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to help make the Town of Wil- 
mington a better place for its 
people to live. What we have is 
just the opposite. 

Our political representatives 
are only looking out for them- 
selves and what they can gain 
for themselves personally, not 
what we the people need, want 
or deserve. If the people of 
Wilmington knew of all the 
things really going on behind 
the scenes with this town there 
would be a revolt. Open your 
eyes people! Your town offi- 


‘cials are not looking out for 


your best interests. They are 
only concerned with taking 
care of themselves. 

There are groups of residents 
within this town who actively 
hold meetings each month to 
discuss where our town is 
going and how it’s on a down- 
ward spiral. 

If you have any interest in 
hearing about the way this 
town is being run all you have 
to do is attend one of these 
meetings and you will be dumb- 
founded. It’s absolutely shame- 
ful that the town doesn’t care 
enough to elect or appoint 
responsible people to oversee 
the town’s best interests. The 
only way we as citizens can ac- 
tually keep' an eye on this and 
stop it going forward is to vote 
for change at the upcoming 
selectmen’s election. 

The same people getting 
voted or appointed year after 
year to our political boards is 
not going to solve this crisis. 
Change needs to happen and it 
needs to happen now! We need 
board members who can make 


21 Middlesex Avenue, 


decisions based on the best 
interests of the residents. We 
need people who can bring 
new ideas to the table. 

I’m tired of seeing the “follow 
the leader” mentality when 
votes are being cast or deci- 
sions are being made. What 
good is it for us to have a vot- 
ing process when all we are 
doing is voting for the same 
candidates over and over 
again? 

When it comes to hiring new 
candidates for our boards all 
we are doing is voting for or 
appointing new individuals 
with the same mindset but a 
different face? How does that 
bring change? How are we pro- 
gressing as a community when 
all you see when you drive 
through town is empty build- 
ings and outdated business 
facades? 

Rather than make an effort 
to improve these areas of need 
we instead give free reign to 
developers to intrude on our 
unsettled lands to build brand 
new structures. Shouldn’t we 
concentrate less on filling de- 
veloper’s pockets and more on 
overcoming our existing hur- 
dles? 

We need to stop ignoring our 
town’s real issues and start 
finding solutions to fix them. 
We can’t correct the future 
without dealing with the pres- 
ent. 

Our only hope going forward 
is to bring new faces, new ideas 
and new attitudes to our 
boards. With the coming Board 
of Selectmen’s election Suz- 
anne Sullivan and Rob Fasulo 
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should be our logical choices 
for selectmen on the April 27 
election. They are both intelli- 
gent and determined individu- 
als. They bring thoughts and 
ideas of their own and not what 
the “settled establishment” 
prefers. They will fight for and 
support the people. They will 
work diligently with Wilming- 
ton’s citizens to ensure that 
their voices will be heard. 
‘They are not in the “click” 
with the rest of the “good old 
boys” who make up this town’s 
government. They are inde- 
pendent citizens with indepen- 
dent thoughts. They are people 
no different than you or I or 
your neighbors. They are peo- 
ple who care about this town 
and its residents. 

Their ideas and decision ma- 
king will benefit you and your 
family not “them” and “their” 
families. 

I think it’s time we as a com- 
munity need to ask ourselves 
if we want to continue down a 
road that is paved in decep- 
tion, self-fulfillment and cor- 
ruption or a road that’s paved 
in dependency, integrity and 
admiration. We all can have a 
hand in changing Wilmington 
into the prosperous and fruit- 
ful town it should be. 

Please make it to your local 
poll on election day and vote 


in support of Suzanne Sullivan 


and Rob Fasulo and let’s help 
make Wilmington the great 
town it deserves to be! 


Sincerely, 
Shane McNeeley 
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Wilmington Calendar: 


Sons of Italy hosts Easter breakfast with Easter Bunny 


Wildcat Band Parents’ Trivia 
Night 

Friday, April 5 at 7 p.m. 

Knights of Columbus Banquet 
Hall; 112 Middlesex Avenue 

The trivia night to benefit the 
Wilmington Wildcat Bands 
opens its doors at 7:00 p.m. and 
begins at 7:30 p.m. Bring your 
own food to share with your 
teammates. A cash bar will be 
available and there will be raf- 
fle baskets. The cost is $20 per 
person and tables hold up to 10 
people. Sponsorship opportuni- 
ties are available. Please make 
checks payable to The Wil- 
mington Band Parents Asso- 
ciation. For more information, 
please contact Steve Sica at 
978-771-0810 or Jeff Bradford at 
978-658-1723. 


Wilmington Sons of Italy 
Hosts Breakfast with the 
Easter Bunny 

Sunday, April 14 

Knights of Columbus Hall 

Wilmington Sons of Italy’s 
Breakfast with the Easter 
Bunny will be held on Sunday, 
April 14. As in the past, there 
will be two seatings, one at 
8:30 and another at 10:30. The 
menu will consist of scram- 
bled eggs, hash browns, ba- 
con, sausage, waffles, cereal, 


milk, coffee and juice. The do- 
nation is $8 and children 3 and 
under are free. For tickets, 
contact Michele at 978-658-8284 
by April 5. Tickets will not be 
sold at the door. 


Lazarus House Drive for 
Dignity Golf Tournament 
Monday, July 15 
The Lazarus House’s Drive 
for Dignity golf tournament 
has earned the reputation as 
the best charity tournament 
North of Boston. They are hon- 
ored to have Tuscan Brands as 
their premier sponsor. Enjoy 
excellent golf at the Andover 
Country club, spectacular culi- 
nary experiences, as well as 
select raffles and auctions to 
benefit those struggling with 
poverty and homelessness. To 
register, visit lazarushouse 
.org/golf-tournament. 


Lazarus House 
Hike for Hope 
Sunday, September 29 
Each year hundreds of fami- 
lies, faith groups, sports team, 
and business sponsors take to 
the streets of Andover and 
hike for hope. The Lazarus 
House’s walkers walk because 
it feels good to be among peo- 
ple in the community who care 


Tewksbury Calendar: 
Giant Yard Sale at the Tewksbury Senior Center 


Friends of the Elderly 
Giant Yard Sale 

Saturday, March 30 from 9 a.m. 
- 2.p.m. 

Tewksbury Senior Center, 175 
Chandler Street 

The Friends of the Elderly 
will hold a Giant Yard Sale on 
March 30 at the Tewksbury Sen- 
ior Center, rain or shine. The 
public is welcome and admis- 
sion is free. The event features 
over 30 treasure tables, a yum- 
my bake table and luncheon 
specials. The Center's consign- 
ment shop will also be open. 
Table space may still be avail- 
able at $20/table or 2 tables for 
$35. For more information, one 
may call Kay at the Senior Cen- 
ter 978-640-4480 Tuesday through 
Thursday mornings. Proceeds 
benefit the Friends Activities at 
the Senior Center. 


Friends of Tewksbury 
Tennis Fundraiser 
Tuesday, April 2 from 4 p.m. - 
10 p.m. 
Ninety-Nine Restaurant 
Take a night off from cooking 
dinner! The Friends of Tewks- 
bury Tennis is holding a 
fundraiser on Tuesday, April 2. 
With the required voucher, 
15% of your check for dine-in 
orders and take-out orders will 


be generously donated to FTT. 
Vouchers are available at 
Tewksbury Sports Club bul- 
letin board, from TMHS tennis 
players, or for printing from 
the Friends of Tewksbury Ten- 
nis Facebook page. Like the 
Friends of Tewksbury on Face- 
book and check out tewksbury- 
tennis.org or follow friendsoft- 
ewksburytennis on Instagram 
to keep up with tennis news 
and events. They are also plan- 
ning for the 9th Annual Tewks- 
bury Open Tennis Tournament 
on June 21-23, 2019. They are 
currently looking for sponsors 
and will have the player’s 
application available in early 
May. Contact the Friends of 
Tewksbury at tewksburyten- 
nis@gmail.com with any ques- 
tions or to become a sponsor. 


Lazarus House Drive for 
Dignity Golf Tournament 
Monday, July 15 
The Lazarus House’s Drive 
for Dignity golf tournament 
has earned the reputation as 
the best charity tournament 
North of Boston. They are hon- 
ored to have Tuscan Brands as 
their premier sponsor. Enjoy 
excellent golf at the Andover 
Country club, spectacular culi- 
nary experiences, as well as 


about people in dire need. 
Many of their participants 
who walk encourage others to 
either walk with them or sup- 
port them as they hike for 
hope. For details, visit events 
@lazarushouse.org. 


Lazarus House 
Sharing Our Bounty Gala 

Saturday, November 16 

Sharing Our Bounty is about 
celebrating the life-changing 
achievements that you have 
made possible in the lives of 
the Lazarus House’s guests. 
This has become Merrimack 
Valley’s most highly regarded 
and anticipated charity event 
of the year. A not to be missed 
memorable evening. For de- 
tails, visit events@lazarus- 
house.org. 


Alateen 

The first and third Thursday 
of each month 

St Williams Church (middle 
brick building), 1351 Main 
Street in Tewksbury 

When there is evidence of al- 
coholism or drug use in a fam- 
ily, you can see the effects on 
the other family members, 
especially young people. Ala- 
teen meetings provide mutual 
support for young people af- 


select raffles and auctions to 
benefit those struggling with 
poverty and homelessness. To 
register, visit lazarus-house 
.org/golf-tournament. 


Lazarus House 
Hike for Hope 
Sunday, September 29 
Each year hundreds of fami- 
lies, faith groups, sports team, 
and business sponsors take to 
the streets of Andover:and hike 
for hope. The Lazarus House’s 
walkers walk because it feels 
good to be among people in the 
community who care about 
people in dire need. Many of 
their participants who walk en- 
courage others to either walk 
with them or support them as 
they hike for hope. For details, 
visit events@lazarushouse.org. 


Lazarus House 
Sharing Our Bounty Gala 

Saturday, November 16 

Sharing Our Bounty is about 
celebrating the life-changing 
achievements that you have 
made possible in the lives of the 
Lazarus House’s ’ guests. This 
has become Merrimack Valley’s 
most highly regarded and antic- 
ipated charity event of the year. 
A not to be missed memorable 
evening. For details, visit 


fected by someone else’s 
drinking and drug use. Come 
speak with teens who know 
exactly how you feel. The 
meetings are confidential and 
a safe place to share experi- 
ences, strength, and hope with 
each other; discuss difficul- 
ties; learn effective ways to 
cope with problems; encour- 
age one another; help each 
other understand the princi- 
ples of the Al-Anon program; 
and learn how to use the 
Twelve Steps and Alateen's 
Twelve Traditions. For more 
information on the Tewksbury 
meeting, call Maria Ruggiero 
at 978-851-7373 X352. For more 
information on Alanon/Ala- 
teen, call 508-366-0556 or visit 
al-anon.alateen.org/for-alateen. 


Safety seat installation 

Every Wednesday from 10 a.m. 

- 2 p.m. 

Public Safety Building, 1 Ade- 
laide Street 

The Wilmington Police De- 
partment offers safety seat 
installs at the Wilmington 
Public Safety Building (1 
Adelaide St.) every Wednes- 
day, 10 a.m.-2 p.m. No appoint- 
ment is necessary but calling 
ahead at 978-658-5071 is recom- 
mended. 


events @lazarushouse.org. 


Alateen 

The first and third Thursday 
of each month 

St Williams Church (middle 
brick building), 1351 Main 
Street 

When there is evidence of al- 
coholism or drug use in a fam- 
ily, you can see the effects on 
the other family members, 
especially young: people. Ala- 
teen meetings provide mutual 
support for young people af- 
fected by someone else’s 
drinking and drug use. Come 
speak with teens who know 
exactly how you feel. The 
meetings are confidential and 
a safe place to share experi- 
ences, strength, and hope with 
each other; discuss difficul- 
ties; learn effective ways to 
cope with problems; encour- 
age one another; help each 
other understand the princi- 
ples of the Al-Anon program; 
and learn how to use the 
Twelve Steps and Alateen's 
Twelve Traditions. For more 
information on the Tewksbury 
meeting, call Maria Ruggiero 
at 978-851-7373 X352. For more 
information on Alanon/Alateen, 
call 508-366-0556 or visit al- 
anon.alateen.org/for-alateen. 


Support our children, vote yes on new schools 


To whom it may concern: 

My name is Steve Kasprzak 
and I am a lifelong resident of 
Tewksbury. I am currently an 
employee of the Tewksbury 
Public Schools, as an educator 
and coach. My wife Alex and I 
have two beautiful little girls 
who without question will be 
raised “Tewksbury Tough.” 

I write this letter to express 
my concerns on the new ele- 
mentary school project. My 
concerns are that many peo- 
ple are viewing this through 
the eyes of a dollar. If we fail 


to invest in our children's edu- 
cation and all the intangibles 
that go along with it, our town 
will suffer in the end. When 
we invest in our children, we 
are really investing in our 
community. 

In this day and age, where 
addiction, mental health, and 
social issues are on the rise, 
we owe it to our community to 
provide our children with 
every positive outlet possible. 
Schools, fields, courts, weight 
rooms, gyms, stages, auditori- 
ums, and tracks are all oppor- 


tunities. They are opportuni- 
ties for our community to 
grow. 

My fear is if we look to close- 
ly at the dollar now and not 
the big picture we all end up 
paying more in the end..Two 
of our current elementary 
schools are in dire need of 
repairs. Renovations must be 
done, if we were forced to keep 
them open, that is the current 
reality we face. The stands at 
Doucette Field are already 
partially condemned, renova- 
tions are a must there as well. 


The time is now for our 
schools, for our children, this 
is a pivotal vote for our com- 
munity. We cannot approach 
this question in political 
manor, rather we _ must 
approach this question with 
our community’s best interest 
at the forefront. Invest in our 
children with a YES vote on 
April 6, and our whole com- 
munity will be better for it. 


Thank you for your time 
and attention, 
Steve & Alex Kasprzak 


Johnson contributes to betterment of town 


Tewksbury voters: 

I am supporting Todd John- 
son for re-election to the Tewks- 
bury, Board of Selectmen. 

Todd and his family have re- 
sided in Tewksbury for a quar- 


ter of a century. During that 
time he has continuously con- 
tributed to the betterment of the 
town; first, as a member of the 
Finance Committee, and then 
on The Board of Selectmen. 


Pay a Subscription Bill 


Beyond that Todd has devoted 
many hours over many years to 
the Tewksbury Food Pantry. We 
need that kind of dedication to 
our town. 

Please join me in voting for 


HomeNewsHerefomr 


Vacation Stop 
or Restart Subscription 


TODD JOHNSON for re-election to 
the TEWKSBURY BOARD of 


SELECTMEN on Saturday, April 6, 


Thank you, 
Jay Kelley 
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the editor 
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O’Mahony, Bendel 
and Caira for selectmen 


Dear editor: 

I write in support of the can- 
didacies of Jomarie O’Mahony, 
Greg Bendel, and Kevin Caira 
for the Board of Selectmen. 

Selectmen Bendel and Caira 
have worked to prioritize public 
safety concerns, both by push- 
ing to engage with the MBTA 
with the commuter rail issues 
at the North Wilmington Sta- 
tion, and by increasing staffing 
in the police and fire depart- 
ments, the latter of which 
moves us closer towards realiz- 
ing a long-overdue North Wil- 
mington Fire Substation. 

They continue to push to re- 
vise the process of accepting 
unaccepted ways, and cyclical- 
ly presenting multiple unac- 
cepted ways for acceptance at 
town meeting. They have advo- 
cated for increased and respon- 
sible affordable housing with 
the drafting of an inclusionary 
zoning bylaw. They have push- 
ed for a more organized and 
citizen-driven approach tow- 
ards designing our local econo- 
my through forming an eco- 
nomic development committee. 

Jomarie O’Mahony is a dedi- 
cated and skilled community 
leader who will seamlessly 


transition her advocacy focbee 
community to the board. As’the 
founder of a consistently-grow- 
ing grassroots community*or- 
ganization that provides meals, 
household goods, utility billtas- 
sistance, holiday gift and Gare 
packages, back-to-school sup- 
plies, scholarships, and school 
staff recognition awards, her 
commitment to. improving ‘our 
community is beyond reproach. 

Her advocacy as a child wel- 
fare attorney demonstrates a 
dedication .to protecting the 
most vulnerable members of 
our society, and has prepared 
her well for advocating on be- 
half of the residents of Wil- 
mington. 

Jomarie O’Mahony, Greg Ben- 
del, and Kevin Caira have dem- 
onstrated a dedication to serv- 
ing our community that is un- 
paralleled in this election, and 
each seeks to lead by uniting, 
rather than dividing. 

I ask that you join me in vot- 
ing for Jomarie O’Mahony, 
Greg Bendel, and Kevin Caira 
on Saturday, April 27. 


Very truly yours, 
Jonathan Eaton 


Ferdinand seeks peeled 
to Board of Health 


To the editor, 

As an incumbent I would like 
to share the goals I had three 
years ago and the ones I have 
for then next three years if the 
residents choose to elect me 
again. 

First, I lobbied for the BOH 
meetings to be televised on 
cable and by the next meeting 
that occurred. Secondly, the 
Distribution Center for Market 
Basket had a temporary dump- 
ster that either needed to be 
permanently attached or 
moved. Within four months the 
director contacted upper man- 
agement and they approved 
this to happen. 

Thirdly, about 20 citizens 
came to me about complaints 
to the BOH not being respond- 
ed to. Our director had only 
been on the job for six months 
and I can truly say that I have 
not heard from one complaint 
in the past three years that 
has not been responded to. 

Lastly, review and update 
the regulations and out of the 
14 categories seven have been 
adopted and updated since the 
fall of 2015. 

Now my goals are to lobby 


Tewksbury needs 
new elementary schox al 


To the editor, 

My wife Cheryl and I are 100 
percent in favor of the new 
proposed Tewksbury Elemen- 
tary School for a several rea- 
sons. It is well acknowledged 
that Tewksbury’s grammar 
schools are in need of a total 
overhaul or need to be re- 
placed. I know firsthand of the 
deteriorated condition of the 
Trahan School which my son 
attended over 25 years ago. 

The first option is to renovate 
our grammar schools but a 
careful study determined that 
the cost to renovate these 
schools would cost almost as 
much as a new construction. 
The best option is a new ele- 
mentary school which will 
accommodate grades 2-4. 
Tewksbury has been extremely 
fortunate to get a commitment 
from the Massachusetts School 
Building Authority (MSBA) of 
a cost reimbursement of 58.77 
percent which translates to 
$32.7 million dollars. 


Change of Address Form 
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for the the tattoo and Dump- 
ster regulations to be updated. 
That the compliance of the 
mandated grease traps in all 
the businesses be completed 
by Dec 31. That two employees 
(not personal friends) in the 
department receive additional 
compensation for going above 
and beyond what their job 
calls for. 

Lastly that I will continue*to 
monitor each month the com- 
plaints and that all of them are 
addressed. Whether it’s tranis- 
parency, respect and dignity to 
each person that comes before 
the board I expect that «they 
comply with the regs applica- 
ble, complaints addressed and 
finally continued regulations 
update I promise to continue to 
do these. 

If I haven’t done what I sald 
I would do three years ago, 
then vote for two other candi- 
dates. But if I have, then vote 
George Ferdinand on April 6. 

Thank you for my opportuni- 
ty to serve you. God Bless you, 
your family and. our bala 
town. te * 


George rer 
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There are so many needed 
benefits for our children to 
improve the quality of their 
education. These include} déd- 
icated art, music, band, ‘labs, 
special education and all other 
educational spaces. A numiber 
of needed safety concerns will 
be addressed and improvéd, 
new building security system, 
access control system, ‘fire 
alarm, and fire supprepipn 
system. 

Please take the time to fern 
more about this essentially 
needed opportunity prior to 
Town Meeting in May. Your 
vote is needed to move this 
funding forward to bring * “our 
school system up to daté ahd 
secure this funding from. the 
MSBA which will be taken off 
their list if delayed. 

Please join us in voting yes 
on May 6! an 


Thank jou, 
David & Cheryl Ee 
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orthodonrics 


DR. RACHEL A. PERLITSH 


978-658-3310 | 
25 Lowell Street | American 
Wilmington, MA 01887 Ramee . Orthodontists 


VV 


hens bene oe 


“a 
REDH 


TAVERN 


beet Ps 


FIRE - FLAVOR + FRIENDS 


REDHEATTAVERN.COM 


300 Lowell Street 
Wilmington 
978.447.5669 


LIMINATES Mosquitoes & TICKS 


COMPETITIVEédge | Lee L Hunsaker, Owner 


REAL ESTATE SERVICES www.BugHitman.com 


~ 1120 Main St, Tewksbury, MA01876 | 888-321-4486 
DIANE LEBOEUF 


Broker/Owner 


— 978-851-5580 


dmleboeuf@hotmail.com 
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ruce Hilliard Photography 


www. brucehilliarS.com 617.939.6870 


617-939-6870 


Bruce.Hilliard@verizon.net 
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Tewksbury Police Log 


Billerica woman arrested on drug charges 


Monday, March 18 


12:33 a.m. - Caller reported an 
erratic driver at Andover 
Street and Ames Pond Drive. 
Police sent. The vehicle was 
parked and unoccupied in front 
of the building on Ames Hill. 


11:52 a.m. - Telephone alarm 
of fire from Skewer’s Wood 
Grill. Full response sent. Skew- 
er’s has a permit to work on 
the system. Police requested 
Board of Health to respond. 


Tuesday, March 19 


5:59 a.m. - Police sent at Mo- 
tel. 6 attempting to serve a war- 
rant. Joby Paul-Benson, 50, of 
52 Central St. in Lowell, was 
arrested and charged with a 
warrant from Lawrence Dis- 
trict Court. 


7:31 a.m. - At Heath Street, 
police sent to attempt to serve 
a warrant. Richard Bates, 44, 
of 72 Heath St. in Tewksbury, 
was arrested and charged with 
a warrant for failure to attend 
jury duty and a warrant for 
breaking and entering for 
felony. 
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12:50 p.m. - Two loose dogs 
ran into Old Shawsheen Street. 
The front door was open. 
Police sent. Officer spoke with 
a resident and everything was 
fine. The resident reported the 
door does not shut properly. 
The dogs were not licensed 
and police would make contact 
with the owner. 


4:53 p.m. - A trash barrel was 
on fire in front of Oliver Street. 
Engine was sent, but when 
they arrived, they found noth- 
ing showing. All cleared. 


10 p.m. - Caller requested an 
officer to go by his residence at 
Hinckley Road. Police spoke 
with the resident and every- 
thing was quiet. No distur- 
bance. 


Wednesday, March 20 


1:33 a.m. - Police out at 
Cracker Barrel Old Country 
Store with a male party. Police 
sent. Vehicle would stay at 
Cracker Barrel until a license 
operator could pick it up. Offi- 
cer filed a report. 


12:47 p.m. - Caller at McDon- 


ald’s North reported he found a 
purse with drugs inside. Police 
sent and they retrieved the 
purse. Officer filed a report. 


2:29 p.m. - Officers at Ames 
Hill Drive were sent attempt- 
ing to serve a warrant. Wil- 
mary Guerrido-Garcia, 23, of 
39 Walnut St. in Lowell, was 
arrested and charged with two 
warrants for operating motor 
vehicle with suspended license. 
Joseph McGillicuddy, 22, of 
Massachusetts, was arrested 
and charged with a warrant 
for murder and two warrants 
for operating motor vehicle 
with suspended license. 


4:20 p.m. - Male resident was 
outside drinking and arguing 
with the cable repairman at 
Saunders Circle. Police sent. 
Party was spoken to and filed 
a report. 


8:39 p.m. - Two females, one 
possibly Hispanic and one 
black, shined flashlights in 
cars at Walmart. They were in 
a silver Honda. Police sent. 
The female was assisting a 
friend who lost her keys to her 
vehicle. 


Wilmington Police Log 


9:45 p.m. - The manager 
from iHop requested an officer 
to assist with threats made by 
phone to one of his employees. 
Police sent and filed a report. 


Thursday, March 21 


7:57 a.m. - Police out at Motel 
6 attempting to serve a war- 
rant. Shakeshi Carson, 28, of 
133 Suffolk Ave. in Pawtucket, 
Rhode Island, was arrested 
and charged with a warrant 
for child under eight with out 
a seatbelt. Devante Thomp- 
son, 26, of 35 Diamond in Pro- 
vidence, Rhode Island, was 
arrested and charged with a 
warrant for receiving stolen 


property. 


9:50 a.m. - Officer off at 
Motel 6 for a drug issue. 
Emily Pascucci, 22, of 51 An- 
dover Road in Billerica, was 
arrested and charged with 
possession class A drugs. 


5:13 p.m. - A 911 caller re- 
ported two males sawing at 
Ipswich Street. Police sent. It 
was a misunderstanding and 
was cleared. 


North Andover man arrested for OUI liquor 


Monday, March 18: 


9:07 a.m.: Brian Silva, 38, of 
40 Mount Washington St. in 
Lowell and Monique Wiitala, 
39, of 1069 Main St. in Duns- 
table were arrested at Cum- 
berland Farms on Main Street. 
Silva was arrested for violat- 
ing an abuse prevention order 
and Wiitala was arrested for 
operating a motor vehicle after 
his license was revoked, exe- 
cuting an improper turn, and 
failure to wear a seatbelt. 


4:24 p.m.: Police responded to 
a collision on Chestnut Street 
believing that a GMC Denali 
struck a pole. The pole was, in 
fact, not struck, rather a fire 
hydrant was destroyed. The 
Water Department was noti- 
fied. 


5:40 p.m.: A motor vehicle 
collision occurred on Main 
Street involving a Mercedes 
C300 and a Jeep Grand Chero- 
kee. No one was injured. 


5:58 p.m.: A minor motor ve- 
hicle collision involving a Volks- 
wagen S60 and a Lexus RX 350 
occurred on Main Street. 


Tuesday, March 19: 


7:30 a.m.: A 37-year-old man 
was treated for a head lacera- 
tion after a collision involving 
three vehicles and a pole at 
the intersection of Salem 
Street and Jordan Street. 


8:08 a.m.: Concord Street was 
closed as the road was blocked 
by a TT unit carrying an emp- 
ty chemical container. The 
truck had caused an accident 


with a Cadillac XT4 by running 
a red light. The driver was ci- 
ted. 


2:21 p.m.: A Mazda 3 and a 
Subaru Forester were in a col- 
lision at the intersection of 
Main Street and Mass Avenue. 
The vehicles sustained major 
damage but the passengers 
were not injured. . 


- 4:27 p.m.: The owner of a 
Toyota 4Runner reported an- 
other driver pushing a Market 
Basket cart into her vehicle 
while she was parked. The in- 
cident was treated as a hit and 
run as the other vehicle did not 
stop to address the damage. 


4:38 p.m.: A Volvo XC90 was 
rear ended by a Jeep Grand 
Cherokee while exiting the I- 
93 off ramp onto Lowell Street. 


In Business 


SIMPLE PAINTING CO. 


SERVING WILMINGTON AND 
THE SURROUNDING COMMUNITIES 


978-658-7577 


www.COOKSSIMPLEPAINTING.com 


It’s spring and time to get ready for all that outdoor 
living. Don’t let your friends and neighbors see your 


house looking shabby. 


Cook’s can help! Planning on cleaning those gut- 
ters? Let our experienced staff handle that task for 


you! We’re much more than a painting company! 


We are now booking EXTERIOR work, but we can 
still do INTERIOR WORK and clean those nasty gut- 
ters. Get down off the ladder and call the pros! 


They’ll do it for you! 


We're are fully licensed and insured with the cer- 


SIMPLE 
PAINTING CO. 


|e Commercial 
| © Residential 


° interior 
e Exterior 


Here to stay! 
Serving Wilmington 


| & Surrounding Communities 


978-658-7577 


\www.cookssimplepainting.com 


PROFESSIONAL SERVICE 
REASONABLE RATES 


€ 
a prvne® 


Trwkspupy Fur QA 


1 Dewey Street ~ Tewksbury, MA ~ Si ' 
EXCEEDING ExpECTATIONS % 


978-851-2061 ~ 3 Generations SERVING THE COMMUNITY 


6:07 p.m.: A minor motor ve- 
hicle collision occurred on An- 
dover Street involving a Chev- 
rolet Silverado and a Toyota 
RAV4. No injuries were re- 
ported. 


Wednesday, March 20: 


7:20 a.m.: No injuries were 
reported after a motor vehicle 
collision occurred in front of 
McDonald’s involving a Kia 
Sport and a Nissan Verse. The 
vehicles’ airbags were deploy- 
ed and there was a child in 
one of them. 


1 p.m.: A motor vehicle colli- 
sion occurred in front of TJ 
Maxx on Main Street. involv- 
ing a Toyota Camry and a Toy- 
ota Corolla. No one was in- 
jured. 


tificates to back that up. We are a licensed Lead Safe 


Contractor. 


Call for a free estimate on your project. Our staff 
will complete your project at your convenience and 
leave your property looking tip top, and primed for 
summer - The Envy of Everyone! 


INTERIOR * EXTERIOR ¢ PAINTING 
FULLY INSURED & LICENSED 
Like the paint we pat on... 


WE'RE HERE TO STAY! 


ping Familics © 
Thru Difficult Times 


PLACE YOUR 


AD HERE 


NEXT WEEK 
Call Marcia 


978-658-2346 x375 


Looking for reprints of 
Town Crier photos? 


Check our photographers’ websites. 


Under each photo by our photographers is a photo credit. 
Bruce Hilliard uses BruceHilliard.com 
Joe Brown uses joebrownphotos.com 


NORTHEASTERN 
RENTAL MANAGEMENT 


Apartment 
Rentals 


Retail Space 
Garage Bays 


Professional 
Offices 


All Northeastern 
Development Built 
& Managed Properties 


VIEW ONLINE AT 


NORTHEASTERN 
DEVELOPMENT CORP. 
www.northeasterndevelopment.com 


or CALL 978-815-4116 


Friday, March 22 


12:44 a.m. - Police out at 
Revere Road attempting to 
serve a warrant. Ron Bell, 19, 
of 22 Revere Road in Tewks- 
bury, was arrested and char- 
ged with a warrant for firearm 
violation. 


3:50 a.m. - Security guard 
reported a suspicious vehicle 
at Atamin Volkswagon. Police 
sent. and spoke wit the suspi- 
cious party. The car would be 
picked up in the morning. 


6:09 a.m. - Police out at Motel 
6 attempting to serve a war- 
rant. Daniel Feehan, 26, of 27 
Bachman St. in Lowell, was 
arrested and charged with a 
warrant for operation motor 
vehicle with suspended license. 


11:38 a.m. - Caller reported a 
suspicious vehicle at Arling- 
ton Street taking pictures of 
her house. Police sent, but the 
vehicle was gone on arrival. 


Saturday, March 23 


1:49 a.m. - A 911 call for a pre- 
vious home break-in at Trull 
Road. Caller reported damage 
to his gun safe and muddy foot- 
prints inside. Police sent. Offi- 
cer filed a reported. 


4:46 a.m. - The caller’s neigh- 
bor had a loud exhaust on his 
vehicle at Armando Way. Police 
sent. Officer spoke with both 
the callers and the owner of the 


3:41 p.m.: Both vehicles were 
towed after a collision be- 
tween a Ford Fiesta and a 
Cadillac DeVille at Subway on 
Main Street. No one was in- 
jured in the collision. 


Thursday, March 21: 


7:10 p.m.: Police were told by 
a resident that a vehicle drove 
over their lawn on Glen Road 
during the previous rainstorm 
and that a bag of beer cans 
was found by Gorham Street. 


10:24 p.m.: Ryan Sifferlen, 
28, of 1 Gray St. in North An- 
dover was arrested for operat- 
ing under the influence of liq- 
uor after the Water Depart- 
ment found him driving drunk 
on Andover Street. He fled in- 
to the woods when police ar- 
rived, but an officer was able 
to catch up with him in the 
woods 15 yards from Woburn 
Street. 


Friday, March 22: 


7:53 a.m.: Animal Control 
attempted to assist a limping 
turkey on Butters Row but the 
animal flew away as they 
approached. 


6:43 p.m.: Fridrik Fridriksson, 
34, of 10 Middlebury Lane in 
Beverly was arrested on Palmer 
Way for driving with his license 
suspended. He was later bailed. 

8:09 p.m.: A Ford F-150 struck 


a deer at the intersection of 
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vehicle. Officer filed a eo dae 


7:11 a.m. - Police maned a 
motor vehicle at East Street 
and North Street for a war- 
rant. Deoliveira Gilson, 63, of 
17 Glenwood Road in Lowell, 
was arrested and charged 
with a warrant and unlicensed 
operation of motor vehicle. 


4:28 p.m. - Caller reported 
her fence was damaged by a 
vehicle at Chapman Road. Po- 


lice sent and filed a report. < 


5:43 p.m. - There was a 
muskrat that appeared to be 
rabid in front of the caller’s 
house at Shawsheen Street. 
Police sent. The animal was in 
the water near the housé. 
Animal control notified. . 


5:58 p.m. - Police stopped a 
motor vehicle at River Road 
for speeding. Alex Arias Mejia, 
45, of 91 Beacon Ave. in Law- 
rence, was arrested and char- 
ged with two counts of pos- 
sess/use false/stolen «RMV 
document, identity fraud (se- 
cial security), speeding in vie- 
lation special regulation, unli- 
censed operation of motor ve- 
hicle, and identity fraud (Mas- 
sachusetts driver license), 


Sunday, March 24, : 


7:17 a.m. - Caller reported a 
dog that has been outside bar- 
king for an hour and a half at 
Fieldstone Circle. Police sent 
and the dog was brought inside. 


Concord Street and Ramp39.- 


9:09 p.m.: A Volkswagen Jet- 
ta and a TT unit got in a colli- 
sion as the Jetta was turning 
right from West Street onto 
Industrial Way and the truck 
was turning left. No one’ “was 
injured. 


Saturday, March ee 


10:40 a.m.: A Toyota RAV4 hit 
a Jersey Barrier near* the 
train tracks on Salem Street. 
The vehicle’s airbags deploy- 
ed and the car had to bestow- 
ed, but no one was injured. 


3:24 p.m.: A Jeep Grandi Che- 
rokee and a Jeep Wrangler 
were in a collision on Ramp 38 
off I-93. No one was re he 


5:39 p.m.: A Ford Transit 
Connect struck a pole on-Bué- 
ters Row. The pole had al- 
ready been damaged an@ re- 
paired and did not need to be 
fixed. The driver was arrested 
on a warrant. ae 

7:38 p.m.: A Mercedss E- 
Class and a Subaru Otitback 
were in a collision on the. 1-93 
overpass over Lowell Street. ° 


Lal 


Sunday, March 24: 


6:35 p.m.: Police wefe in- 
formed of an insulin kit in the 
road by Adams and Church by 
a resident. « * 
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Shawsheen Spring Festival’ 


BILLERICA — Shawsheen 
Valley Technical High School 
hosts the annual Spring Fes- 
tival on Saturday, March 30, 
2019 from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. . 

Join the school for food, fun, 
and festivities inside the 
school cafeteria and outside on 
the back patio and parking lot. 
The Spring Festival features: 

e Fantastic vendors from 
the Famous “Fall Fair”? PLUS 
new terrific vendors 

¢ Water balloon dodge ball 
at 10 a.m. and noon 


i 
ae 


¢ Hula Hoop contest at 10:30 
a.m. and 12:30 p.m. 

e Arts & crafts from 10 a.m. 
to 2 p.m. 

e Food, vite gs 
EGS, and MORE... 

Free Admission. _ 

Costs vary for food apd ae- 
tivities. 

Contact Angela Caira_ “at 
acaira@shawtech.org or Bevy- 
erly Robinson at brobinson 
@shawtech.org for more infor- 
mation. eee, 

Bring your sweet tooth!» 


EASTER 


Call 978-658-2346 
Ext. 313 


wi year $52... 
|e years :96 


Elsewhere else $58 a year and $108.00 for two years, 


ORDER ON LINE AT: : 
www.HomeNewsHere.com: Hee 
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’ © By HEATHER BURNS 
“News Correspondent 
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here is exciting news 
for local coin collectors 
and history buffs alike. 
On Feb. 6, 2019, the U.S. 
’ Mint released the Lowell Na- 
“tional Historical Park quar- 
ter. The Lowell quarter is the 
46th coin release in the U.S. 
Mint’s “America the Beauti- 
ful” quarters program, which 
“*hénors sites of national inter- 
a “est. 

‘<The complete series in- 
* cludes a total of 56 quarters. 
*” Each coin honors a different 
-e . national site from each state, 
. the District of Columbia, and 

® the U.S. Territories. 
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‘Miller an advocate for the 


curs 


Sn aeerece 


; % the editor, 


4 I met Jayne Miller years ago 


if wher all five of my chil: 


Swere attending qevesbury 
i Public Schools and part of the 
Wschool system at the same 
* time, and she was a member 


"Of The School Committee. At 


that time I was a very active 
participant in school issues 


“US Mint releases 
Lowell National 
© Historical Park 
- quarter 


first president of the United 
States, George Washington, 
on the obverse (head side of 
the coin) of each quarter. The 
inscription on the reverse 
reads “Lowell, Massachusetts 
2019” and “E Pluribus Unum” 
(the United State’s motto: out 
of many, one), with the image 
of a Mill Girl working at a 
power loom with a prominent 
circular bobbin battery. A 
view of the city of Lowell can 
be seen in the background, 
featuring the iconic Boott 
Mill Clock. 

The coin was designed by 
U.S. Mint artist Joel Isko- 
witz, with sculpting complet- 
ed by U.S. Mint sculptor/en- 
graver Phebe Hemphill. | 

The Lowell National Histor- 
ical Park coin is the first of 


AND. PRAY 
FOR 
THOSE WHO 


(Paige Impink photo) 


Letters to 
“the editor 


‘best for town’s children 


and what I thought were the 
ippertant. concerns 
ing o i00ls at that time. 
She was always there as she 
continues to be today, to listen 
and offer out of the box solu- 
tions to complex problems that 
face our town. With her ex- 
tremely busy schedule, two of 
my children who belonged to 


address- 
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five quarters that will be is- 
sued this year. The next quar- 
ter to be released will be the 
Northern Mariana Islands 
American Memorial Park 
coin. The third quarter releas- 
ed for 2019 features Guam’s 
War in the Pacific National 
Historical Park, followed by 
the issue of the Texas San An- 
tonio Missions National His- 
torical Park quarter and the 
Idaho Frank Church River of 


By PAIGE IMPINK 
News Correspondent 
paige @yourtowncrier.com 


You may be familiar with 
Billerica’s Vietnam Veterans 
Park from soccer games or 
from passing it on Treble Cove 
Road, across from the Biller- 
ica House of Corrections. It is 
worth a longer visit for its 
walking trails and _ activities 
and is fairly quiet during the 
week. 

On a cool afternoon, we 
walked along the marked trail 
system, grabbing a map at the 
kiosk up beyond the play- 
ground. The fenced play space 
has picnic tables and is shad- 
ed so keep that in mind if you 
have children or grandchil- 
dren and are looking for an 


an organization called Des- 
tination Imagination (a club/ 
group that highly encourages 
collaboration, cooperation, out 
of the box thinking, the under- 
standing that winning is not 
always the end goal but learn- 
ing how we work together as a 
unit to solve complex issues for 
the future plus so much more) 
approached her and asked her 
to be one of the judges at their 
regional competition. 

Without hesitation she said 
yes with enthusiasm and en- 
couragement to them. Jayne 
Miller Wellman is one of ! 
most dedicated citiz 
lieve I have ever seen in all of 
my years of living in Tewks- 
bury and raising all five of my 
children within its schools. 
She is an advocate for the 
very best for our children in 
Tewksbury, she will drop what 


No Return Wilderness quarter. 
The United States Mint has 
created a new online “Choose 
Your Own Adventure” game 
at www.usmint. gov/learn/kds/ 
games/textile-tales. This will 
allow “visitors” to virtually 
explore 1840’s mill life. 
Luckily, Massachusetts res- 
idents and visitors have the 
opportunity to visit the actu- 
al Lowell National Historical 
Park that celebrates the Am- 


erican Industrial Revolution. 

The Lowell National Histor- 
ical Park was established in 
1978 with the help of Lowell 
native and Massachusetts 
Congressman Paul Tsongas, 
Senator Ted Kennedy and 
U.S. President Jimmy Carter. 

The Park encompasses 141 
acres of the city of Lowell, 
and has many historical sites 
to see, including a Visitor Cen- 
ter, located at 246 Market St. 
The Visitor Center provides a 
free self guided tour of the 
city where you can explore 
the history of industry and 
labor, and the American In- 
dustrial Revolution. 

Another notable stop in the 
Park is the Boott Cotton Mill 
Museum, located at 115 John 


‘Clockwise from top left: 


¢ Mill Girls Boarding 
House 


« Lowell National 
Historical Park Visitors 
Center 


¢ Boott Mills Museum 


outing in the warmer weather. 

The trails are part of Town 
of Billerica conservation area, 
and also line up next to Ralph 
Hill, a Sudbury Valley Trus- 
tees property which straddles 
the Concord River. The trails 
are wide and well-marked 
through the pine forest, with 
very few boulders around. 
There is no trash and it seems 
to be a popular dog walking 
area judging by the paw 
prints. The park has over 2,000 
feet of frontage on the Con- 
cord River so make.a plan to 
work your way all the way to 
the water. 

Be sure to park in the dirt lot 
on the lower driveway, passing 
the radio-controlled airfield, 
run by the Middlesex County 
R/C Fliers. It is fun to watch 


she is doing to help a citizen 
or family in need at the drop 
of a hat and belongs to and 
participates actively in so 
very many of the groups that 
represent Tewksbury’s con- 
cerns and wishes for an im- 
proved and united town. 

I highly endorse Jayne for 
selectman for the upcoming 
election on April 6 and highly 
encourage you to place your 
vote with a woman who will 
give 150 percent at ALL times. 
Let’s get out the vote on April 
6 and remember in this politi- 
cal climate, no matter who 


your ch'ce is, your vote has 
liter ‘ver been more 
imp 


Thank you for your time and 
consideration. 


Sincerely, 
Kelly Satterfield 


(Heather Burns photos) 


the different model aircraft 
being flown on a weekend. The 
airfield use is by membership 
only. 

Bring your fishing rod and 
practice casting in Winning 
Pond, a small beaver pond 
which has nice benches. The 
pond used to be a cranberry 
bog. It is the perfect scale for 
budding fisherpeople. Do not 
drive up the dirt road past the 
pond as you could get stuck 
like we did. Special shout out 
to the Billerica Fire Depart- 
ment. 

There is a BMX track on the 
property, a community gar- 
den, and an equestrian ring. 
There are BMX races and 
charity events held at the site. 
If you take the road at the 
Billerica Water Treatment 


O'Mahoney smart, 


St. on the Eastern Canal of’ 
the Merrimack River. The 


Boott Mill was founded by” 


Kirk Boott, an early mill 
leader in Lowell, and is the’ 
oldest, fully restored manu- ° 
facturing site in the area. 
This walk through museum 
provides a recreation of tex- 
tile manufacturing in the i9th’ 
century. 

The Mill Girl and Immi-' 
grants Boarding House, lo**’ 


cated at 40 French St., con- ' 
veys the turmoil and joy of’ 
the personal lives of the mill - 


workers, and the vast impact” 
the “Mill Girls” had on this - 
industrial community. These 


boarding houses were con- 


trolled by the textile corpora- 
tions, and this historical mu- 
seum shows the great lengths 
that the textile corporations 
took to have control over? 
their workers, not only in the: 
workplace, but also outside” 
of the mills. 

The Lowell National Histori- 
cal Park also features the 
Northern Canal Walkway, a 


footpath that runs along the” 
Merrimack Canals and is lined > 


with informational plaques” 
describing existing and former” 
sites on the canal. : 

Other fun and informative 


activities that are available at“ 


the Lowell National Historical 

Park are Mill Tours, Canal‘ 
Boat Tours, and Trolley Tours. ’ 
Trolley and Canal Boat Tours’ 


are seasonal and schedules ~ 


may depend on the weather. 
For more information on 

more Park. attractions and 

tour schedules, Visit www.nps. * 


gov/lowell or call the Visitor 


Center at 978-970-5000. 

The Lowell National Histor 
ical Park quarter is now ‘in’ 
circulation. Keep an eye out’ 
for this and other America 
the Beautiful quarters thee 
next time you get change» 


from local purchases. If you: 
are interested in collecting* 


all of. the America the* 
Beautiful coins, 
books are available at book-. 


stores and online from the®. 


United States Mint. 

Visit www.catalog. usmint.* x 
gov for more information ons 
the America the Beautiful. 
quarters and other collector 
coin series. 
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Visit Vietnam Veterans Park in Billerica 


plant sign, you will come upon 
another set of paths which are 
for mountain biking. You may 
see this path and parking area 
from Route 3 South and this is 
the access. Cheek for letter- 
boxes and geocaches at this 
park. ; 
According to information 
from the Sudbury Valley Trus- 
tees, the park was the first=in 
the country dedicated to Viet- 
nam Veterans. A monument 
dedicated to those affected by 
Agent Orange sits prominent- 
ly at the entrance, unveiled-ih 
2018 by the Billerica Agent 
Orange committee. a4 
As the weather improves-ahd 
the days grow longer, make a 
plan to swing into this hiddeh 
gem and get out and stretch 
your legs. www.svtweb.org,. * 
& 4 
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kind and thinks al 


things through 


Dear editor and Wilmington 
Voters, 

I am writing today to ask you 
to join me in supporting Jo 
Marie O’Mahoney for select- 
man. I knew of Jo Marie 
through our community but 
never had the pleasure of 
meeting her until she was 
appointed by fhe governor to 
be a state appoiritee on the Wil- 
mington Housing Authority. 

Jo conducts herself with con- 
fidence and professionalism at 
all times. She has a tremen- 
dous background and she 
would be a great asset to our 
town. 


Jo is smart, kind and tind 
things through as she« “just 
wants what is right. She-is a 
strong supporter of new elder- 
ly housing, that is affordable 
and located close to shopping. 
She supports and wants~new 
businesses to be brought in for 
the route 38 empty store fronts. 

She wants what is bes! for 
Wilmington, she is raisi 1er 
family here and will be a voice 
for you. Please join me “on 
April 27 and cast your vote. fo) 
Jo Marie. , 

Sincerely, 
Stacie A. Murphy 


10 


Rep. 


on education reform 


BOSTON — With a crowd so 
large that left the State House’s 
largest hearing room, the 
Gardner Auditorium, packed 
and several hundred advocates 
linéd up outside the room wait- 
ing. to enter, Representative 
Dave Robertson joined many of 
his: colleagues in testifying to 
the Committee on Education on 
a* Slew of bills aimed at chan- 
ging education funding disper- 
sion across the state. 

Also in the crowd were a 
number of superintendents (in- 
cluding Tewksbury’s Chris Ma- 
lorie), Governor Charlie Baker, 
and Patriots players Devin 
MeCourty, Jason McCourty, 
Matt Slater and Duron Har- 
mon, all who testified on their 
vision of an updated formula 
for state aide to elementary, 
middle, and high schools. 

“What is key to understand is 
that the state has asked more 
and more from our schools, 
which most have delivered,” 
said Rep. Robertson. “The 
workloads of our school sys- 
tems have grown since the last 
time methods of funding were 
examined and chosen 25 years 
ago. We now have greater spe- 
cial needs programming avail- 
able to students who need it, 


more specialized classes avail- 
able to students, and a broader 
spectrum of Advanced Place- 
ment classes than even 10 years 
ago, let alone 25. What the state 
hasn't done is kept up its end in 
allocating funding while the 
mission of our schools has 
steadily broadened, resulting in 
a greater local burden.” 

There are several different 
bills which set forth proposals 
to support local education fun- 
ding levels. Governor Baker's 
proposal seeks to use the year- 
ly budget to implement chan- 
ges, including allocating $200 
million dollars in the first year 
with increased funding over a 
seven-year period. 

The first year would place 
$130 million towards mitigat- 
ing inflation, contribute $30 
million to cover rising health- 
care costs, and approximately 
$5 million towards reducing 
special needs spending by lo- 
cal municipalities. The most 
popular alternative proposal, 
known as the PROMISE Act 
(not to be confused with the 
federal Youth PROMISE Act), 
seeks to address education 
shortfalls by changing formula 
calculations to better reflect 
the costs of resource-intense 
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Robertson delivers testimony 


student population subsets. 

Such examples of changes to 
the formula include the in- 
crease of assumed students on 
special education plans to 16 
percent of the student popula- 
tion, lowering the threshold for 
state reimbursement of these 
services to towns, and address- 
ing the costs associated with 
homeless students. 

In addition the PROMISE 
Act adjusts the portion of the 
state formula that considers 
wage and healthcare cost, as 
current reports suggest that 
Massachusetts underestimates 
such costs by over 50 percent. 

“Education is one of the three 
largest factors in achieving 
self-sufficiency and independ- 
ence. I believe that the states 
commitment to redeveloping 
the formula is not just a win in 
the short term for local resi- 
dents, but also in the long run, 
as a well-educated population 
is self-sustaining,” concluded 
Rep. Robertson after the hear- 
ing. “I will continue to push for 
greater relief from the state 
for Tewksbury and Wilming- 
ton, because after all, if our 
next generation isn't better off 
than we are there is a serious 
problem to be had.” 
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Local 4-H collects baby items as part of carpal oe service 
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Local 4-H Club “Made from the Art” collected baby food, diapers, wipes and other baby essen,,, 
tials as part of their commitment to community service. 4-H is hands-on fun learning experi: 
ences that help build leadership and teach kids how to give back to their communities, w e. wy 


learning skills like responsibility, resiliency and the value of hard work. To find out more, ~ 
contact Wendy Marcks at wmarcks@umass.edu, or Pam LeFave at plefave@umass.edu  ~ 


MANCHESTER, N.H. — 


Local students who are stu- _ 


dying nursing at Saint An- king the 
_ selm College in Manchester, clinical 
New Hampshire gathered in sin B 


the Abbey Church for a bles- 
‘sing before they begin their or 
first clinical placements. 


The Blessing of the Hands _ _ 


Ceremony is a college tradi- 
tion that symbolically and 
literally pays honor to the 


hands of pone students 


for clinical care. 
A total of 98 stadenis rep- 


BEVERLY — Endicott Col- 
lege is pleased to announce the 
Dean's List students for fall 
2018. In order to qualify for the 
Dean's List, a student must 
obtain a minimum grade point 
average of 3.5, receive no 
grade below: a "C", have no 
withdrawal grades, and be en- 
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rolled in a minimum of 12 cred- 
its for the semester. 

The following students have 
met these requirements: 


TEWKSBURY 

¢ Abigail Eskenas, Libl Stu- 
dies/Education, daughter of Ar- 
nold Eskenas and Beth Eskenas 

e Adrianna Favreau, Biology 
& Biotechnology, daughter of 
Darrell Favreau and Laurie 
Favreau 

¢ Cristina Gath, Business 
Management, daughter of Den- 
nis Gath and Nancy Gath 

¢ Kiera Lawlor, Environ- 
mental Science, daughter of 
Dennis Lawlor and Rosemarie 
Lawlor 

e Tayler Laycox, Biology & 
Biotechnology, daughter of 


George Laycox and Teresa 


Laycox 

¢ Samantha Mercurio, Crim- 
inal Justice, daughter of Da- 
vid Mercurio and Jill Mercu- 
rio 

¢ Steven O'Connor, Exercise 
Science, son of John O'Connor 
and Nancy O'Connor 

¢ Bridget Sears, Art Thera- 
py, daughter of John Sears 
and Marie Sears 

¢ Brandon Smith, Hospital- 
ity Management, son of Scott 
Smith and Christine Janeczak 

¢ Lauren Strainge, History, 
daughter of Scott Strainge and 


fe be cligile for this ee : 


Tewksbury, Wilmington phot 
make Dean’s List at Endicott College 


(Courtesy photo) 
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Lisa Strainge 
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* Morgan Bresnahan, ).f5n3;. 
gineering, daughter of..Johy:. 
Bresnahan and Linda; Eee 
nahan 

¢ Jennifer Dovidio, Libl. ‘Stax 


Richard Dovidio and Lisa 
Dovidio 
¢ Kimberly Downs, Market- 


te Wibhans hencae 


ing Communication, dagtter: | 


of Donna Downs Bog, 


e Hanna Malloy, P xthol-3 
ogy, daughter of Edward*Mal- 
loy and Tracy Malloy oe 


¢ Tierney McCue, Biology & ; 


Biotechnology, daughte pe ; 
vid McCue and Tracy Me ‘ 

¢ Courtney Murphy, *Nurs-" 
ing, daughter of Joseph Mur- : 
phy and Carolyn Murphy *— - 

¢ Michelle Murray, Interior . 
Design, daughter of Fred -Mur- : 
ray and Sue Murray i ; 

¢ Alexa Papastathis, “Niirs- 
ing, daughter of Peter Papas- : 
tathis and Dorothea * Gray 
Papastathis : 

¢ Heather Pozzi, Ginkuan & | 
Biotechnology, daughter : ‘of ° 
Christopher Pozzi and Sharon ‘ 
Pozzi Thomas : 

¢ Jonathan Pozzi, Hotel Man- ‘ 


agement, son of Christopher: ~ 
Pozzi and Sharon Pozzi Thomas* » 


For more information, visit ; 
www.endicott.edu. BIISh oy 


Community health survey . 
helps Winchester Hospital . 
prioritize unmet health wed 


WINCHESTER — Winches- 
ter Hospital is conducting a 
Community Health Needs As- 
sessment (CHNA) in order to 
better understand the most 
pressing health-related issues 
facing residents within the hos- 
pital’s service area. 

The hospital will gather input 
through a community survey 
from people living, working, 
and learning in the community. 
The information will help Win- 
chester Hospital better under- 
stand the issues that prevent 
people from being able to live a 
healthy life. 

Nine communities are in- 
cluded in Winchester Hospital’s 
service area, including Win- 
chester, Woburn, Wakefield, 
Stoneham, Reading, North 
Reading, Medford, Wilmington 
and Tewksbury. 

The survey focuses on prior- 
itizing the unmet community 
health and social service 
needs facing the region. The 
results of the survey; which is 
available in seven languages, 
will allow the hospital to iden- 
tify the health priorities and 
vulnerable populations in the 
communities it serves. 

Through the results obtained 
from the survey, over the sub- 
sequent three years Winches- 
ter Hospital will develop spe- 


cific programs and activities | 
that will address the needs of | 
the community that were iden- 
tified inthe survey. és | 
Community input is critical: 
to the success of the suryey. : 
Community residents are -en-. 
couraged to take the survey by; 
visiting https://survey.jsi:¢om' 
/s3/Community-Health- Survey-* 
2019. aot ee 
Winchester Hospital “vies 
Winchester Hospital, a. meém-" 
ber of Beth Israel- “Lahey Health, * 
was the first hospital in Missa. 
chusetts to earn Magnet” recog: 
nition, the American Nurses:As- : 
sociation’s highest. honor * for’ 
nursing excellence, three times, ; 
It has since received the-récog- : 
nition a fourth time. wey 
As the northwest suburban: 
Boston area’s leading prdvider‘ 
of comprehensive health: ¢are: 
services, the 229-bed facility 
provides care in general,*Hari-: 
atric and vascular stipe 
orthopedics, pediatrics,” ardi-: 
ology, pulmonary medicifie, 2 
oncology, gastroenterology. te-: 
habilitation, radiation ondéolo-: 
gy, pain management, ‘obétet-. 
rics/gynecology and a* Tgiel 
IIB Special Care Nurse 
For more information orWi in-. 
chester Hospital, visit www.: 
winchesterhospital.org. sates 
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Selectman candidate hopes 
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» MURPHY FROM PAGE 1 
' 


Murphy sees things that the 


| Tpwh. of Wilmington is desper- 
_ ately in need of and brings a 
| few ideas into his campaign. 


Some of his priorities include 


cob: | keeping kids off the streets 


+ | ahd working against the drug 
* | epidemic. | 
_. “What would really do the 


my job to, prevent that from hap- 


2 pening.is to give the kids a 


k* place to go,” he continued. 


. Just one idea he has to pro- 


: vide a space for young people 


ig a Boys & Girls Club. While 


r _ he’s observed a lot of differing 
‘ideas about the detox facility 


proposal, Murphy is ready to 


: _ look at new options to manage 


Stu, 
Be) ie 
Lisa 


rior - 
Aur- . 


mas | | 


fisit + 


_ daughters, 


| pi 2017 Kia 


these same issues moving for- 


While“he may not have prior 


f political experience, he is 


third time is charm 


ready to work with the other 
board members and the people 
in town in order to make deci- 
sions. 

“I love to work with people.” 

Even amidst differing opin- 
ions, he’s willing to agree to 
disagree for the good of the 
town so that as a selectman he 
can put his energy toward 
what’s most important. 

In addition to the two incum- 
bents running for re-election, 
Murphy is also running against 
three other candidates for the 
two open 3-year seats. He 
maintains the same principle 
that he’s run with every other 
time, which is that he wants to 
serve “for the people, by the 
people, and with the people.” 

Until the election, Murphy 
invites anyone with questions 
to reach out to him on 
Facebook. 


eve cases 


- Selectman hopes 


to return to board 


BENDEL FROM PAGE 1 


“As a selectman, people call 
me all»the time, and when I 
am able to help them it makes 


_ it all worth it.” 


He also takes pride in how 
he’s able to be a positive role 
model for young people. 

He's: campaigning to hold 


- onto. his seat with a renewed 


commitment to keeping Wil- 

mington a great place to live, 

work,. and start a family. 
“When I first ran for select- 


-man,°Andrea and I had no 
- children. Two years later we 


are blessed with two beautiful 
Charlotte and 
Grace,” Bendel wrote. 

He is approaching this sec- 
ond campaign with a new per- 
spective and renewed focus on 
the.future of the town. 

In Idoking out for the future 


of Wilmington, he sees how the 
_ Board of Selectmen should 


work hard to focus on funding 


. for our schools, public safety 
Mae departments, and economic 
| dévélopment. 


“Making sure we maintain a 


_ conservative budget so that we 
+ -cah continue to provide all of 
the services the town offers 
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without fees would be a priori- 
ty for me.” . 

He wants to support infra- 
structure projects that have 
been planned as part of the 
board like the intersection at 
Lowell Street and Woburn Street 
and the Butters Row Bridge. 
Then, there are updates to the 
elementary schools and senior 
center and the creation of a new 
fire substation to get to. 

When he’s not participating in 
town as a selectman, he’s 
teaching at the Shawsheen 


Tech in Billerica or home with 


his wife and daughters. In the 
past, he served on the Housing 
Authority and the Wilmington 
4.0 Campaign Committee. He’s 
volunteered with Relay for Life, 
Local Heroes, the Rotary Club, 
and the Brady foundation. 

He currently leads a basket- 
ball team at the Shawsheen 
Tech; he’s a member of the 
Knights of Columbus; and he’s 
involved on the Shawsheen Tech 
Alumni Committee. Bendel just 
started as the Board of Select- 
men’s representative on the 
Economic Development Com- 
mittee and wants to continue to 
serve in both of these capacities 
should he be re-elected. 
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A Assistant Library Director Charlotte Wood at the trailhead of the Wilmington Town Forest. 


Celebrating Earth Day 


By CHARLOTTE WOOD 
Assistant Library Director 


Earth Day is celebrated ev- 
ery year around the world on 
April 22 with events demon- 
strating support for environ- 
mental protection. In recogni- 
tion of Earth Day, the Wil- 
mington Memorial Library in 
collaboration with the De- 
partment of Planning and 
Conservation, is hosting pro- 
grams in April that focus on 
Wilmington’s natural envi- 
ronment and what we can do 
to protect it as well as enjoy 
it. 

Wilmington is rich in wet- 
lands and on Wednesday, Ap- 
ril 10, at 7 p.m. at the library, 
Town Conservation Agent Ry- 
an Hale will provide an over- 
view of the town’s wetland 
resource areas and conserva- 
tion land. Wetlands can be 
hard to identify and their reg- 
ulations can be even harder 
to understand. It’s important 
for property owners to know 
whether wetland resource 
areas are on or near their 
property, the ecological func- 
tions they provide, and what 


#K2561 


#K2583 


activities may need approval 
from the Wilmington Conser- 
vation Commission. 

The second half of the talk 
will focus on conservation 
land — town-owned parcels 
that are set aside and man- 
aged by the Wilmington Con- 
servation Commission. Ryan 
will discuss the many oppor- 
tunities for passive outdoor 
recreation on conservation 
land, including trails for hik- 
ing, biking, and snowshoeing, 
and fishing in streams and 
lakes where MassDEP stocks 
rainbow trout. Ryan will also 
talk about the educational 
and volunteer opportunities 
available. 

In addition, on Tuesday, 
April 16, from 3 - 4 p.m., Hale 
will lead a family walk along 
the trails of the 157 acre Town 
Forest, the largest piece of 
Conservation Land in Wil- 
mington. Learn about the 
ecology, geology, and human 
history that shaped and cre- 
ated the Town Forest. There 
will be activities for all ages, 
including a nature scavenger 
hunt for-the whole family: 

Please dress appropriately 
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for the weather. Hiking boots 
are recommended. This event 
is weather dependent, so 
check the library’s website 
for updates. Parking is avail- 
able at the Andover Street 
trailhead across from White 
Oak Drive. 

The walk will begin at 3 
p.m., so please plan on arriv- 
ing shortly before. 

The Youth Service Depart- 
ment also offers the following 
events on Earth Day April 22: 

e “Exploration Station Earth 
Day” hands-on activities for 
children ages 3-5 at 10 a.m. 

e “Earth Day Recycle 


2016 Kia Sorento LX FWD 
KK2570, Auo., 4 cyl. 5 passenger, White, AK miles 


2016 Kia Sorento LX A’ 


11W 


(Courtesy phot) 


Craft” for all ages at 2 p.m. ; 

Please register for these 
events at www.wilmlibrary 
.org. In addition, join us at 
Rotary Park for the Grand. 
Opening of the new Story 
Walk around the pond on Ap- : 
ril 13 at 3 p.m. 

Remember the library is : 
part of the sharing economy : 
that promotes borrowing ‘in- 
stead of buying. Discover our ' 
“library of things” and the * 
many new items that you can « 
borrow ranging from a field . 
camera to a food dehydrator. | 

Happy Earth Day! 


TEWKSBURY 
FAMILY DENTAL 


COSMETIC DENTISTRY WITH A GENTLE TOUCH 


1120 Main Street, Tewksbury 
978-851-8888 


* Same Day Crowns 
* All Digital Dentistry 


* Dentistry with a Gentle Touch 


CUSTOM SPORTS 
GUARDS FOR $50 7 
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\Weekend & Evening Appointments. : 
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‘A Coal layout: Servicing the coal mines was a major effort 


A The Metro Hi-Railers layout is nearly complete as shown in this photo. 


in early railroad days. 
- (Courtesy photos) 


: Boston Metro Hi-Railers 


WILMINGTON — The Bos- 
ton Metro Hi-Railers model 
train club will host its spring 
season Open House on Sat- 
urday, April 6 from 10 a.m. to 
4-p.m. at its clubhouse at 5 
Waltham St. in Wilmington. 

Like previous events, this 
open house will feature attrac- 
tions for families, train enthu- 
siasts and hobbyists alike. The 
three children’s layouts are 
especially interesting as boys 
and girls of all-sizes can have 
hands on experience running 
trains, operating trackside ac- 
cessories or just watching oth- 
ers. 

The price of admission re- 
mains the same at $5 per indi- 
vidual and $7 per family 

This Open House will feature 
a.brief history of the club, its 
layout and the versatility of its 
membership. 

The Boston Metro Hi-Railers 
began as a group of model 
train enthusiasts meeting per- 
iddically at a favorite hobby 
shop in the early 2000’s. They 
recognized a common interest 
in running O gauge trains ona 
big layout, but realized that 
their individual setups at 
home were limited in size, so 
over time they pooled re- 
sources, rented space in Mel- 
rése and built an enormous 
layout in the basement of a 
former church. A change in 
‘ownership of the building trig- 
gered a mutual decision to 
atiove from Melrose to the cur- 
rént clubhouse location in Wil- 
‘mington. The old layout was 
disassembled piece by piece 
and reassembled in Wilming- 
ten over a six month period, 
with only one piece of bench- 
work needing modification 
and powering up without prob- 


SPORTS CAMP 


lems one week before the first 
Open House in the new loca- 
tion. 

Once reassembled and run- 
ning, the original layout has 
been greatly enhanced with 
scenery reflecting mid-20th 
Century railroading in the 
Northeast during the transi- 
tion era from steam engines to 
diesel powered locomotives. 

Against a background of 
handcrafted detailed moun- 
tains, the layout depicts min- 
ing in Pennsylvania, down- 
town Scranton PA with the 
first electric trolley, an amuse- 
ment area modeled after Luna 
Park, and Troy Station, a rep- 
lica of the elaborate former 


structure outside of Albany, 


NY. 

Beyond the “time saver” 
switching setup near Lowell, 
plans call for a Portland, ME 
harbor scene along with more 
detail in places already 
worked upon. 

The layout measures 60’ by 
40’ and has over 1,000 feet of 
track, accommodating an east 
and west mainline, an east 
and west subway below the 
mainline, a loop around the fu- 
ture Portland harbor, and a 
mine loop with a distinctive 
arch railroad viaduct bridge. 
Another elaborate bridge in 
the style of a wooden trestle is 
being worked on for place- 
ment in the “balloon” over the 
river gorge on the mainline 
tracks near Lowell. 

The club owns the layout 
track, structures a small col- 
lection of rolling stock, while 
the members bring their own 
engines and cars to operate 
during Open House, on the- 
matic run nights or in private 
sessions. The members’ indi- 


to host Open House 


vidual collections span in age 
from pre-World War ll to cur- 
rent offerings from the major 
model train manufacturers. 


Unique focus... 

A prized asset for the club is 
our diverse membership unit- 
ed by a love of model railroad- 
ing. Numbering 30+ individu- 
als, the club draws members 
from all walks of life and lev- 
els of model railroading skill. 

The members’ unique blend 


of work backgrounds, train- 


ing, experience, fulltime em- 
ployment and retirement cre- 
ates a convivial gathering of 
model train enthusiasts enjoy- 
ing the club motto of “have 
fun fast.” 

New comers to the hobby 
can learn from experts in 
modern train electronics, care 
and keeping of older trains, 
scenery building and a variety 
of other model railroading 
skills. A summer outing sche- 
dule provides for social inter- 
action as well. New members 
are always welcome. 

The Boston Metro Hi Railers 
is a 501(c)3 Tax Exempt or- 
ganization whose purpose is 
educational in mature and 
looks forward to continuing 


- and expanding the mission to 


“promote and encourage par- 
ticipation in the model rail- 
roading hobby through educa- 
tional, nonprofit and charita- 
ble activities with emphasis 
on preserving our nation’s 
railroading heritage through 
the maintenance, operation 
and demonstration of model 
railroading.” 

If anyone is interested in 
knowing more about the club, 
visit he web at http://www. 
bmhrc.com 


TRAINING STUDIO 


50 CONCORD ST., WILMINGTON, MA * 603-566-0467 
We’re making fitness fun! 


SCHOOL VACATION & SUMMER PROGRAMS 
FOR KIDS AND TEENS 


* Build total body muscle endurance 


* Improve body awareness and 
develop eye hand coordination 


* Provide a fun safe atmosphere 
for kids/teens to exercise 


* Improving overall strength, balance, 
Stability, cardiovascular endurance 


* Complete exciting drills, exercises, 
stretches and games 


* Constantly developing kids/teens to 
advance their personal fitness level 


* Build confidence and self-esteem 


using innovative equipment 


Looking for a healthy way to keep your kid/teen 
occupied during school vacations and summer break? 


April 15th - 19th & June 24th - 28th 


Ages: 13 to 17 ° 


SCHEDULE: 
* Monday: Game Day 


* Tuesday: Obstacle Course Fun 
* Wednesday: Cardio Day/Yoga Day 


* Learn from experienced trainers. 
Make new friends just like you! 


12:30 to 3:30 


* Thursday: Kickboxing Class/ 


Stretching Exercises 
* Friday: Healthy Eating Discussion/ 
Saying Good-bye to new friends 


TOWN CRIER - WEDNESDAY, MARCH 27, 2019 


HOME NEWS HERE.COM :° 


. 


4 


by 


Awesome: 
In stores now. 


Visit your local Xfinity Store to test-drive . 
the latest products and learn more about — 
Xtinity Mobile, a new wireless network 
designed to save you money. 


“ 
i 


Come see how we're making things 
simple, easy, awesome. 


Burlington Xfinity Store: oe 
62 Second Avenue, Burlington, MA 01803 | 
Mon. - Sat. 9:00am - 8:00pm 
Sun. 11:00am - 4:00pm 


Restrictions apply. Not available in all areas. Requires post-pay subscription to a residential Xfinity internet service. New Xfinity.~ 
Internet customers limited to up to two lines pending activation of Internet service. Pricing subject to change. NPA220439-0042 
NED-GBR-1-19-Burlington-V2 
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The Sole Sisters Running Club out of Wilmington has changed hands with Carin Bennett-Rizzo taking over as the President. 
She is pictured in the middle, along with the rest of the Board of Directors including from left, Meghan Wayne, Julie Barrett, 
Kristin DeMonico, Jennifer Picard, Bennett-Rizzo, Jennifer King, Nicolle Renick, Kristin Vaillaincort and Diane Zwicker. 
(courtesy photo). 


Garin Bennett-Rizzo takes over Sole Sisters Running Club 


This Sister is the President 


. By DAN ZIMMERMAN 
Sports Correspondent 


~ sports@yourtowncrier.com 

WILMINGTON -- Across 
the Greater Boston region, 
there are a number of long- 
established running organi- 
zations that boast large, ded- 
icated memberships. Few, 
however, can match_ the 


“devotion and loyalty of a 


Wilmington-based women’s 
club that is, in essence, still 
in its infancy. 

The Sole Sisters Running 
Club, established during the 
summer of 2013, has rapidly 
grown from a small fledg- 
ling group of runners to 
more than three hundred 
women hailing from 
Wilmington, Tewksbury, and 
other neighboring communi- 
ties. 

While some clubs of this 
nature are highly competi- 
tive and develop elite road 
racers, others cater to the 
recreational runners who 
enjoy the social aspects and 
potential fitness benefits. 
The Sole Sisters, according 
to«* newly-minted club 
President Carin Bennett- 
Rizzo, offers an appealing 
mix of both. 

> *We have a wide spectrum 
of “runners,” said Bennett- 
Rizzo. “We have some 
incredibly talented, competi- 
tive athletes who are claim- 
ing their age divisions and 
others who are winning 
racés outright. We also have 
a group in the middle seek- 
ing-<to develop and simply 
get faster. 

“And then there is a seg- 
mént which would be the 
first-to admit they’re with us 
jor. the social aspects and 


the friendships  they’ve 
made.” 
Bennett-Rizzo explained 


.that the SSRC relies heavily 


on social media to deliver 
their message, both to exist- 
ing members with informa- 
tion about upcoming pro- 
grams and events and exter- 
nally, via a public website, to 
entice more women to join 
their rapidly. expanding 
club. 

“We use Constant Contact 
to communicate with our 
members and it provides a 
forum,” she explained. “And 
when we post a message 
about an upcoming offering 
on our webpage, such as the 
“Run Your First 5K” pro- 
gram, we tend to see an 
uptick in our membership.” 

Last summer, Founder and 


President Jill Chisholm 
decided to step down to pur- 
sue other opportunities. 


Bennett-Rizzo, a two-year 
secretary on the club’s 
Board of Directors was con- 
sidered the heir apparent to 
take the leadership role 
upon Chisholm’s departure. 
Bennett-Rizzo was interest- 
ed but, excuse the play on 
words, had to do a little soul- 
searching before taking over 
the Sole Sisters. 

“Jill reached out and asked 
if it was something I’d be 
interested in,” she recalled. 
“She mentioned a number of 
reasons I would be a good fit 
for the role but I had to con- 
sider the impact on my pro- 
fessional career, which con- 
sumes a great deal of my 
time. I had to make sure I 
could meet the needs and 
expectations of the Sole 
Sisters. 


Bennett-Rizzo, who is 
employed by Partners 
Healthcare as a nurse prac- 
titioner and oversees eight 
Boston-area clinics, made 
her decision and was soon 
elected by her peers as the 
President of the Sole Sisters 
Running Club. That election 
also installed new Board 
members who according to 
Bennett-Rizzo, are enthusi- 
astic and eager to help and 
make her job far easier than 
anticipated. 

Joining Bennett-Rizzo, the 
SSRC Board. of Directors is 
made up of Jennifer King 


(Tewksbury, Vice 
President), Kristin 
DeMonico (Wilmington, 
Secretary), Diane Zwicker 
(Tewksbury, Treasurer), 


Julie Barrett (Wilmington, 
Finance Director), Nicolle 
Renick (Wilmington, 
Member at Large), Meghan 
Wayne (Tewksbury, Member 
at Large), Kristin 
Vaillaincort (Tewksbury, 
Member at Large), Jennifer 
Picard (Wilmington, 
Member at Large), and 
Chisholm (Wilmington, 
Emeritus Board Member) 
Last December, Chisholm 
and a contingent of hardy 
volunteers took on the task 
of orchestrating the Sole 
Sister’s first road race, the 
Winter Solestice 5K, which 
was a_ huge _ success. 
Chisholm will return as 
Race Director for this year’s 
edition, which is scheduled 
to depart from _ the 
Wilmington Town Common 
on the morning of Saturday, 
December 14th. 

“We were thrilled with the 
success of our race,” said 


Sweeney named Marsh Award Winner 


it is with a great deal of 
pleasure that the ECAC- 
SIDA executive board 
announces the 2019 ECAC- 
SIDA Award winners. This 
group of exceptional profes- 


-$Sionals will be celebrated 


during the annual Awards 
Dinner at the 2019 Workshop 
on-the evening of June 6 at 
the Sheraton ~ 
Framingham. 

Wilmington resident Paul 
Sweeney has been named 
The 2019 College 
Division Irving T. Marsh 
Award Winner. 

Sweeney has served as the 
Sports information director 
at Tufts University for 25 
years and for the majority of 
that time has been a one- 
man shop at one of the 
largest and most successful 
Division III athletic pro- 
grams. 

With 30 varsity athletic 


teams to oversee at a school 
that has numerous top 10 fin- 
ishes in the Learfield Cup 
standings, Sweeney has 
managed to provide an out- 
standing level of support to 
thousands of student-ath- 
letes throughout his career 


thanks to his tireless dedica- 
tion to Tufts University and 
bettering the experience of 
those students. 

In addition to an exception- 
al level of service to the stu- 
dent-athletes at Tufts, 
Sweeney's dedication to the 
athletic © communications 
profession is evident in the 
countless students he. has 
mentored, several of which 
have gone on to become ath- 
letic communications pro- 
fessionals at other institu- 
tions. 

One of the longest tenured 
sports information directors 
at a single school in New 
England, Sweeney's nomina- 
tion for this honor was sup- 
ported by multiple former 
Marsh Award winners, 
which speaks to his impact 
not only on the profession, 
but also on the ECAC-SIDA 
organization. 


Bennett-Rizzo. “We were 
highly successful in obtain- 
ing sponsorships which 
allowed us to add a number 
of great amenities for our 
runners. We received great 
feedback on how well-orga- 
nized the race was. 

“And we were especially 
proud of the USATF-course 
certification which will ben- 
efit future Wilmington road 
race organizers who want to 
offer an accurately-mea- 
sured course for their partic- 
ipants.” 

Speaking of USATF-cours- 
es, Bennett-Rizzo was quite 
proud to point out a recent 
Sole Sister’s accomplish- 
ment. 

“In last Sunday’s USATF 
New Bedford Half- 
Marathon, we claimed a 
fourth-place for teams that 
entered at least three 
women,” she recalled. “And 
in the Open Division, we 
took ninth overall. While we 
haven’t yet created a racing 
team to speak of, we do have 
a number of talented, high- 
ly-competitive runners in 
our ranks.” 

Bennett-Rizzo, 44, took up 
running in 2015, several 
years after she and husband 
Eric relocated to 
Wilmington. In January of 
that year, she made lifestyle 
and nutritional changes that 
soon resulted in a substan- 
tial thirty-pound weight loss. 
In March, she supplemented 
the dietary alterations with 
distance running and 
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By JOSH CAREDEO 
Sports Correspondent 


sports @yourtowncrier.com 
WILMINGTON- Social 


_ media is a platform that 
- equally does a lot of ‘bad’ as 
| it does ‘good’ in society. 


Posts could be made as a 
‘form of cyber bullying, and 
certain situations could lead 
to physical attacks, especial- 
ly on young women. 

“People say stuff and it 
gets back to everyone, and 
it’s a dangerous world, so I 
want to learn how to protect 
myself,” said 16-year-old 
Shannon Barrett. 

That thought led Barrett 


fand approximately 180 other 


women and young adults 
into the Wilmington High 
School gymnasium on 
Sunday afternoon for a free 
self-defense class, under the 
direction of Wilmington resi- 
dent and Martial Artist Kru 
John Johnston. 

Johnston, who has a long 
and extensive background in 
Martial Arts dating back to 
when he was 11 years old, 
knows that a lot of times, 
women get self conscious in 
a dangerous situation, so the 
techniques he teaches do not 
need strength or training. 

“What we are doing is real 
life self-protection,” said 


» 
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Instructed by local resident John Johnston 


Nearly 200 women 
_ take part in 
self-defense class - 
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Johnson. 

Lori Penney of Team Blue 
and ERA Key Real Estate; 
Fred Damore of Fairway. 
Mortgage, and his brother 
Peter Damore of Damore 
Law in Burlington were the 
brains behind putting this: 
class together. The three of 
them = graduated _=s with 
Johnston from WHS in 1989. 

“I find that girls, high 
school to college [age] who: 
go in to Boston really don’t 
know what to do, so this will 
bring total awareness in the: 
event of an attack,” said. 
Penney. 

According to his company’s. 
website, “Johnston currently: 
holds a blue belt in Brazilian 
Jiu Jitsu. under Professor 
Julianno Coutino, Professor 
Daniel Gracie, and Mike: 
Gresh. In March of 2015 
John received his Black Belt 
under Grand Master Bill 
“Superfoot” Wallace in’ the. 
Superfoot Systems, and for 
the past four years has been 
extensively studying Krav. 
Maga under Sensei Chris 
Cole and Master Corey: 
Buzzel. 

“In 2008 Johnston began; a 
journey in competing and 
fighting in Muay Thai. After. 
only three fights and going. 
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Jenelle Penney, left, and Shannon Barrett, were among two 
of the 180 females who took part in Sunday’s Free Self 


Defense for Women Class held at WHS. 


(courtesy photo). 
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Wilmington High School Sub-Varsity Sp orts Round-Up. 


By MIKE IPPOLITO 


& JOSH CA 
sports@yourtowncrier.com 
WILMINGTON - While 


the goal of a junior varsity 
program isn’t necessarily to 
win, but rather to prepare 
players for the next level, it 
is of course nice to be able to 
do both. The Wilmington 
High JV Hockey team has 
been very successful in both 
categories over the past few 
years, and this past season 
was no exception as they 
Wildcats skated to a 12-7-2 
overall record under the 
direction of fifth-year coach 
Colin Foley. 

This year’s impressive 
record comes on the heels of 
last season’s 16-2-3 mark, 
while the team is now 42-16- 
8 over the past three seasons 
under the direction of Foley. 

Foley credits the commit- 
ment of his young players 
for his team being so suc- 
» cessful, as win or lose the 

_ effort was always there, day 
in.and day out. 

I thought we fought in each 
game. Playing in the 
Middlesex League there is 
no easy team and every 
game you have to out work 
your opponent,” Foley said. 
“When you play teams of 
that caliber, you need to fin- 
ish your opportunities when 
you have them. I had a good 
group of players who were 
passionate about the game, 
practiced hard and played 
hard and the results showed 
more often than not.” 

Foley, who has_ also 
coached the Wilmington 
Boys:'Freshman Soccer team 
for the past five seasons, 
will be the first to acknowl- 
edge that all the talent in the 
world won’t necessarily 
guarantee a successful sea- 
son if you don’t have.a group 
of player willing to work 
together, and he most cer- 
tainly had that with this 
group. 

“It was a very coachable 
group. You need your play- 
ers ‘to buy in and put the 
team before their individual 
accolades and I had a group 
of players who did so” Foley 
said. “As the season went on 
they improved game from 
game. At the sub-varsity 
level we always stress the 
importance of development 
and strengthening our weak- 
nesses and less about wins 
and losses, more on getting 
better each day.” 

The Wildcats most defi- 
nitely did improve each day, 
with some of their best 
games coming later in the 
season, including their final 
two games of the season 
where the Wildcats beat 
Woburn 3-1 and Wakefield 7- 
f; 

“Our last two games were 
our best games I thought. I 
thought in both games, we 
came out and played as 
close to a complete game as 
you could,” Foley said. 
“They were both overall well 
balanced games from top to 
bottom. We were strong 
from our goalie, to our 
defense, to our forwards. 
Playing physical and finish- 
ing our checks, working 
back and helping out in our 
Defensive-Zone_ ll ‘ con- 
tributed -to the wins.We 
played our system really 
well; everyone was rotating 
hard and being where they 
were supposed to be in the 
Defensive Zone and offen- 
sively.” 

Many players were respon- 
sible for the success of this 
year’s squad, and perhaps 
none more so than the 
Wildcats top forward line of 


sophomores Chris 
Bernazzani, Andrew 
Gallucci and Derek 
Gallucci. 


“Chris is a fast player, he 
has good ice awareness and 
can finish when he is in tight 
to the net. Chris led the 
team in points and also con- 
tributed in all aspects of the 
game such as the power play 
and when we were short- 
handed,” Foley said. 
“Andrew is a clever player, 
Andrew and his twin brother 
Derek work really well 
together. Andrew is very 
unselfish and looks to pass 
first before shooting and 
does so effectively. 

“Derek is a physical player 
who likes to mix it up in the 
corner and do the dirty 
work. Derek has a hard shot 
and is a skilled player who 
likes to play both ends of the 
game. 


The top line, however, was 
far from alone in leading the 
Wildcats to a successful sea- 
son, with freshmen forwards 
Will Alworth and Nate 
Packer also providing some 
key offense. 

“Will is a hard-nosed play- 
er who is not afraid to go 
into the corners and shy 
away from contact. Will also 
has a strong shot and takes 
the puck to the net aggres- 
sively,” Foley said. “Nate 
works hard and plays both 
ends of the game. Nate is a 
crafty player with good skill 
and can score goals. Nate is 
not afraid to take the puck to 
the net and is just as much a 
playmaker as a goal scorer.” 

Defensively the Wildcats 
were led by junior defense- 
man Ryan Packer, while 
freshman goalie Liam 
Crowley provided an excel- 
lent last line of defense in 
net. 

“Ryan is a steady defense- 
man and was my leader on 
the team and led commend- 
ably. Ryan is a stay at home 
defenseman and he made a 
big jump from the year 
prior. Ryan leaves it all on 
the ice and protects his 
teammates,” Foley said. 
“Liam had double duty this 
year as he was going back 
and forth between the varsi- 
ty team and JV team due to 
injuries. Liam handled it all 
with a smile on his face. 
Liam is a good young goalie 
who is passionate about his 
game and has a bright 
future.” 

In addition to the player 
mentioned above, Foley 
added that several more 
members of the team were a 
big part of the team’s suc- 
cess. 

“Jack Andersen, Joe 
Cornish, Tristan DiMeco, 
Will Kenyon, Aidan Murphy, 


Will O’Shea, Anthony 
Savage, and Michael 
Sullivan all contributed a lot 


and were valuable members 
to the team,” Foley said. 
“This was a good group of 
players and I enjoyed coach- 
ing them!” 


JV BOYS BASKETBALL 


At the varsity level, the 
Wilmington High Boys 
Basketball team is building 
toward the future with a 
young roster that gained 
plenty of experience this 
season. But they will be 
looking for reinforcements 
next season to bolster that 
young roster, and will likely 
be looking to the JV roster 
for those reinforcements. 

While the JV team strug- 
gled to a 3-13 record on the 


_ season they, like their varsi- 


ty counterparts, gained 
plenty of experience, honing 
their skills in the hopes of 
helping the program contin- 
ue to improve in the years to 
come. 

Wilmington coach Pat 
Taylor, who is in his 11th 
year with the Wildcats, was 
happy with the improvement 
his team showed throughout 
the season. 

“The team showed tremen- 
dous growth throughout the 
season. The boys came to 
practice every day ready to 
get better and work on their 
skills,” Taylor said. “We 
were a completely different 
team by the end of the sea- 
son than we were at the 
beginning. As a coach, if 
you have kids who come to 
practice and games ready to 
play and give maximum 
effort, it makes life that 
much easier. I was fortu- 
nate to have kids who were 
willing to put in the work 
each and every day.” 

The season provided many 
big moments for the 
Wildcats, but one of the 
games that stod out more 
than any other for the 
Wildcats their January 29 
overtime win over 
Lexington. 

“Any time you can knock 
off one of the large schools, 
it is a solid accomplishment 
and all the credit goes to the 
players,” Taylor said. “The 
team put together a com- 
plete effort as a cohesive 
unit and held on in a back 
and forth contest. It was 
great to watch the boys bat- 
tle together and ultimately 
get the victory.” 

While that was very big 
win for the Wildcats, Taylor 
says that even better than 
that or any other win this 
season, the greatest thing 
his team accomplished was 
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getting better prepared to 
compete at the next level. 
He also says that if they 
expect to continue’ to 
improve, they will need to 
continue to work on their 
game. 

“All of the guys on the 
team showed strides and 
made positive contributions 
throughout the season,” 
Taylor said. “As a program 
we need players to continue 
working on their game and 
committing to getting better 
throughout the off-season. 
With the right amount of 
work and commitment to 
getting better, there is a lot 
of potential for players to be 
successful at the varsity 
level.” 

The members of the team 
includes sophomores Peter 
DiAdamo, Patrick Xavier, 
Christopher Wong, Patrick 


O’Mahony, Cal DiPesa, 
Nicholas Sullivan, Ryan 
Forcina and Denizio 


Ricupero, as well as fresh- 
men Brian Duggan, Will 
Doucette, Thomas 
Mallinson, Alfonso Gambale 
and William Stuart. 


FRESHMEN 
BOYS BASKETBALL 


For first year coach Chris 
Frissore, this was the first 
time he ever had to pick a 
team so he didn’t really 
know what to expect. 

“We had 17 freshmen try 
out. When we started prac- 
tices, I didn’t have any con- 
nections to any of the play- 
ers, So this was an eye test to 
see who would be worthy of 
starting and who would be a 
good fit on the team,” he 
said. 

Frissore, a 2011 graduate of 
Wilmington High, played 
football and basketball for 
the Wildcats, before playing 
football at Curry College for 
one season. Playing is one 
thing, but to  Frissore, 
coaching is a whole differ- 
ent ballgame. 

“For me personally, I was- 
n’t exactly sure what I want- 
ed to teach them or how to 
teach them,” he said. 

The lack of experience 
showed ‘in the first two 
games, which were both 
losses. But as the season 
went on, the Wildcats 
improved dramatically. 

“(At first], we just didn’t 
know how to play defense 
together, I feel like the chal- 
lenge was telling the boys 
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that [when they are on 
defense], they are not 
attached to their man all the 
time,” Frissore said. 

That one piece of advice 
seemed to flip a switch for 
Frissore’s squad, as the 
team finished the winter 
season with a .500 record at 
7-7. One game in particular 
that stood out to Frissore 
was the first matchup 
against Melrose, a power- 
house in their conference. 

“I was kind of expecting it 
to be a tough game for us, 
but it ended up being a real- 
ly fun game,” he said. 

Wilmington trailed the 
whole game, but never took 
their foot off the gas, beat- 
ing them in the final minute. 

Key contributors to the 
team throughout the season 
were guard Joseph Dynan 
and guard/forward Gavin 
Erickson. 

“[Both Joey and Gavin 
were] fundamentally sound 
players, they knew what to 
do on the court at all times,” 
said Frissore. “A lot of times 
[opposing teams] would 
press us the whole game, so 
we would just pass through 
their press like it was noth- 
ing. They worked together, 
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and they made it look easy.” 
Frissore believes that: this 

freshmen class turned out to 

be one of the best that 


Wilmington High has had i us 


a while. 

“We learned how to piss as 
a team. They improved’ 86 
much, and I feel like there 
are a number of guys, that 
will play at the higher lev- 
els,” he said. 

Frissore went on to: say 
that during a game later in 
the year, he had referees 
come up to me during a 
game and tell him ‘how 
much the team ie ab oo 
over the year. 

“It was cool to hear that, 
and I think a lot of parents 
could. see that +[we 
improved].” As for Frissoré, 
he plans on coaching. .thé 
team next year. 

The Wilmington Freshmen 
Boys’ Basketball Team 
included Jake Dwyer, 
Joseph Dynan, Nathaniel 
Rebinskas, Brian 
DeOliveira, Gavin Erickson, 
Liam Dwyer, Michael Walsh, 
Marcello Misuraca, Edward 
Ricupero, John  Rhind, 
Daevin Harless, and Rodego 
Sanchez. 
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s arts Correspondent 
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~Golby Sawyer junior pitch- 
er, Joe Scurto allowed three 
ruhs‘over four i innings, while 
sttiking out two batters in 
thes Mustangs 9-1 loss to 
Lesley. University in a road 
game on Sunday afternoon. 
Séurto came on in relief in 
the first inning with the 
fangs trailing 5-0 and 
runners on first and second 
with:nobody out, and imme- 
diatély induced a double 
P # ~and Hen got out of the 
le an infield 
sine er, ‘He let up three 
tbs; in the second inning, 
bit Bibceeded to throw two 
scoreless innings before 
departing. 
Franklin Pierce freshman 
ney Danny Gracia has 
‘two straight outstanding 
Ags, one as a starter and 
one ‘in relief. Back on 
chek 17, Gracia pitched 
‘well despite the Ravens 
stff ing a 9-4 loss to 
Felician, allowing two 
earhed runs over 6.1 innings, 
while. striking out six bat- 
ters. ; 


sae hee 


This past Saturday he 

elled in a relief role, 
tipewing | one — scoreless 
inning while striking out one 
batter in a 6-3 Ravens win 
over’ Southern Connecticut 


State. 
Gracia’s teammate, fresh- 
man outfielder Graham 


Smith had also been playing 
well as of late, going 2-for-4 
with: a stolen base and a 
runs‘scored i in the aforemen- 
tigned- 9- 4 loss to Felician on 
March 17. Smith is currently 
batting .271 on the season 
with seven RBI, eight runs 
seored and four stolen bases. 

Assumption College gradu- 
ate*student Mike Curtis had 
his best outing of the season 
on. Sunday afternoon, allow- 
ing. just two earned runs 
over 6.2 innings in a 9-6 
Greyhounds win over Pace 
i Pleasantville, NY. Curtis 
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WE GIVE TOP SS 
FOR TRADE-INS 


struck out three batters and 
allowed five hits while 
improving his record to 2-0 
on the season. 


LACROSSE 


Roger Williams University 
junior attack Ashley Warren 
had two goals and two 
caused turnovers to help the 
Hawks to a 14-6 win over 


Keene Stare last Friday. It 


was the continuation of a big 
week for Warren, who had 
three goals and an assist 
last Wednesday in an 8-7 win 
over Coast Guard, including 
what proved to be the game 
winning goal with 5:05 left in 
the contest. 

Warren now has 12 goals 
and six assists on the sea- 
son, and her 18 points are 
the second most on the 
team. 

Becker College junior 
goalie Emily Loud made her 
season debut last 


Wednesday, helping to lead — 


the Hawks -to an 18-5 win 
over Rivier. Loud played 14 
minutes in the victory, mak- 
ing three saves without 
allowing a goal. © 

Southern New Hampshire 
junior attack Tina Natola 
scored her first goal of the 
season on Saturday in the 
Penmen’s 16-3 win over 
Queens (N.Y.). The win 
evened the Penmen’s record 
on the season to 3-3. 

Regis College senior mid- 
fielder Zach Leighton. had 
his best game of the season 
last Thursday, notching two 
goals and two assists to help 
lead the Pride to an 11-5 win 
over Becker College. 
Leighton had also scored a 
goal in the Pride's previous 
game, a 9-6 loss to Albertus 
Magnus last Tuesday. 

Rivier University senior 
attack Rob -Fullerton had 
five goals and an assist to 
help lead the Raiders to a 24- 
10 win over Dean last 
Wednesday. Fullerton is now 
the leading scorer on the 
season for the Raiders with 
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Scurto providing some relief foe | 
Golby-Sawyer Baseball team 


14 goals and 12 assists for 26 
points in just five games, 
leading the Raiders to a 5-0 
record. 

Another member _ the 
Rivier squad, senior mid- 
fielder Chris Pennie also 
had an outstanding game in 
the 24-10 win over Dean, 
with three goals and four 


assists. Pennie is now fifth 


on the team in scoring with 


seven goals and 14 assists 


for 21 points. 
TRACK-AND-FIELD 


Worcester State junior 
Elisabeth Olson kicked off 
her outdoor season in style 
on Saturday afternoon, 
earning a second place fin- 
ish in the 5,000 meters at the 
Bridgewater State 
Invitational, finishing in a 
time of 18:57.34. 

Babson College junior 
Maeve Sullivan finished 38th 
in the 1,500 meters at the 
Bridgewater State 
Invitational, finishing in a 
time of 6:02.82. Expect to 
see Sullivan’s times contin- 
ue to improve, as last season 
she ran a career best 5:31.67 
in the 1,500 meters at the 
NEWMAC Championships. 

Regis College sophomore 
Sofia Puccio finished -11th in 
the shot put at the Wesleyan 
University Spring Classic on 
Saturday, with a top throw 
of 25-10.75. Puccio also 
earned a 17th place finish in 
the discus with a throw of 
66-00. 


SOFTBALL 

Rivier University sopho- 
more infielder Katie Welch 
was 1-for-2 with two RBI in 
the Raiders 8-6 loss to Dean 
on Sunday afternoon. Welch 
has now played in all ten 
games this season. 

Lesley University first 
baseman Antonia Kieran 
was 1-for-1 with a double in 
a 5- Lynx win over Regis 
College on Sunday. Kieran 
is now batting .409 on the 
season with seven RBI and 
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Wilmington resident Joe Scurto unleashes a pitch for the Colby-Sawyer Baseball team dur-~ 


ing a recent game this season. 


scored a goal 


two runs scored. Katey Sullivan (104th, 
34:30.3), Jay Finn (163rd, 

SPRING SOCCER 36:33.9), Melanie 
Notre Dame forward Olivia Constantino (210th, 38:27.8), 
Wingate scored the lone goal Dawn Roberts (324th, 
of the game with a first half 43:37.1), Cristina Warren 


tally to lead Irish to a 1-0 
victory over Purdue. 


ROAD RACE RESULTS 


(348th, 45:15.5) and Mary 
Young (383rd, 47:09.9). 

At the Black Cat in Salem, 
three locals took part in the 


Earlier this month at the 10-mile race including 
26th annual Claddagh Pub 4- Janelle Anderson (156th, 
miler, Ken Warren was the 1:31.10.6), Jenn Helmar 


top local finisher coming in 
13th overall at 26:04.9. He 
was followed by: . Jared 


Constantino (25th; 28:44.5),.: 


(319th, 1:56.00) and Maria 
Keeley (320th, 1:56.03.3). 
At the Malden, 

Marathon, Zack ‘Sears fin- 


’s spring league game. 


Murphy 


Half - 


(courtesy photo/CSC). 
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ished 451st overall at 1:55.37 

and was followed by Eric 

Piazza, who was 764th. at 

2:20.40. 

In the 5-mile race, ee 
Blanch was the top overall 

performer coming in 698th 

at 49:37. She was followed , 
by: Erica Garvin (757th, , 
50:28), Andrea Rego (77ist,., 
50:43), Jennifer Picard... 
(811th, 51:28),  Kalysha 

Rivera (847th, 51:55), Lisa 

(60th, 52.14), 

Elizabeth Jaeschke (873rd, , 


 §2.26). and Kristen Edwards. 


(1,266th, 1:09.32). 
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| Freshman and JV Girls 
| Hoop teams enjoy fun 
seasons on the court 
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By JOSH CAREDEO 
-j- Sports Correspondent 


scisports@yourtowncrier.com 
oi Fhe Wilmington High 
‘School Freshman _ Girls 
‘Basketball team completed 
(atsiseason recently under the 
adinection of first-year head 
coach Charles Cann. 

»He had previous varsity 
“Poach experience at Pope 
John XXIII High School in 
eet for three years 

fore coming to 
Wilmington. 
‘+ €ann wanted to bring men- 
eet to the team he 
ed 
‘| You need to have. an edge 
®B ut you as a coach, when 
you show you care as much 
a et the game, you hope 

e girls share that same 
ngentality during games,” he 
Said. “You wanted girls who 
-you knew were going to 
‘show up for you all the time, 
-you wanted to make sure 
ithat they were going to 
“come to practice and work 
-hard.” 

«Much like the freshmen 
boys team, the girls started 
-the season with a few losses 
before playing much better 
ithereafter. The team fin- 
“ished with an overall record 
«Of 2-12, which included the 
first victory coming at home 
wagainst Newburyport. 

‘The game was tied heading 
cmto the fourth quarter 
before Wilmington pulled 
eaway to get the victory. 
olffhe girls did a great job 
“they stuck together and no 
ame was selfish on the 
team,” said Cann. 

veThe team’s other victory 
“eame against Melrose, a 
-game in which freshman 
‘fdrward Sarah _  LaVita 
osdored 20 points. Cann raved 
pout LaVita, as well as 
=suphomores Mileyna 
‘Acevedo, Alexia Bitarelli, 
‘Krista Gabaree, Ashley 
‘Lamonica, and_ Alyssa 
“Sehurrman. 

“Our, sophomore girls. real- 
ly brought leadership to the 
rteam, they got the girls 
tdgether during practices; 
“when we had to travel they 
“were always really good 
“about communication, we 
-would use an app to talk to 
seach other when 
“practices/games were,” he 
“said. 

Cann added that he wants 
“to-stay in Wilmington for as 
- long as he can, and continue 
‘to work and build on his 
(career here. He’s also hop- 
“ing the members of his team 
rhad a good experience this 
‘season. 

3 “I hope the girls that stay 
Pwith me understand I want 
-things a certain way. I give 
Ethem a lot of freedom, I try 
Eto make things fun, but at 
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the same time, I give them a 
lot of plays, and I hope they 
are ready,” he said before 
adding, “I told them after 
every game, no matter the 
result, that I was proud of 
them.” 

The Wilmington Freshmen 
Girls Basketball Team 
included Mileyna Acevedo, 
Alexia Bittarelli, Nokomis 
Bramantecohen, Krista 
Gabaree, Isabella Kieran, 
Ashley Lamonica, Sarah 
LaVita, Medha Pal, Olivia 
Rogers, Alyssa Shurrman, 
Faith, Thacker-Benoit, and 
Kari Wells. 


JV GIRLS BASKETBAALL 


Although the record might 
not have shown, 
Wilmington’s JV_ Girls 
Basketball team had a 
decent season compared to 
their freshmen girls’ coun- 
terparts. The Wildcats post- 
ed a record of 4-11, but the 
future of Wilmington High 
Girls Basketball remains 
bright. 

Donald Cowden assumed 
the role of coach just before 
tryouts after Audrey Cabral- 
Pini stepped away in a leave 
of absence. 

“I had to rely a lot on [var- 
sity coach] Jess Robinson, 
but it was pretty obvious 
how things were going to 
work out and which players 
would be on what teams,” he 
said. 

The Middlesex League, 
which Wilmington is a part 
of, decided to create a JV ‘A’ 
and JV ‘B’ teams. “I think 
that process worked out 
pretty well; it gives players 
a chance to make JV in 
Wilmington that may not 
make it in other town pro- 
grams,” said Cowden. 

Over the course of the win- 
ter, the girls developed a ‘no 
plays off’? mantra, similar to 
Bill Belichick’s ‘no days off’ 
chant at the Patriots Super 
Bowl 51 rally, and that if 


- they ‘worked: ‘hard, good 


things will happen. 

“It was truly team effort. 
They brought a lot of work 
ethic, a lot of hustle, the 
girls all contributed to the 
team,” said Cowden. 

The JV ‘A’ team was com- 
prised of four sophomores 
and eight freshmen. There 
were players that Cowden 
said were always reliable. 

“Night in and night out, 
girls like sophomore Kiara 
Nadeau, freshman Olivia 
Spizuoco, and Rita Roche 
you could always count on 
them.” 

Cowden stated that what 
lead to the four wins was the 
girls’ ability to pass the ball, 
have great looks toward the 
hoop, and generally play 
great team ball. But there 
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The WHS Freshman Girls Basketball team includes top row from left, Krista Gabaree, Bella Kieran, Sarah LaVita, Ashley 
LaMonica, Olivia Rogers and Alyssa Schuurman; and bottom row from left, Mileyna Acevedo, Medha Pal, Nokomis 


Bramantechohen, Kari Wells, Alexia Bittarelli and Faith Thacker-Benoit. 


HOME NEWS HERE.COM: 


(photo by Jim Vaiknoras). 


The WHS JV Girls Basketball team includes front row from left, Kali Almeida, Rita Roche, Alyssa Granara, Olivia Spizuco 
and Alexa Kelley; back row from left, Alessia Puccio, Sarah Gray, Sydney Vega, Kiara Nadeau, Sarah Sendashonga and 


Kaitlyn Doherty. 


was moment that stood out 
to the interim coach, who 
hadn’t seen this in his entire 
youth soccer-coaching 
career. 

The Wildcat girls played a 
game in Lexington where 
they were down 16 points at 
the half. 

“We turned the game 
around and erased the 
deficit by the end of the 
third quarter,” said Cowden. 
“Although it ended in a loss, 
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I was very proud of the girls 
for their ability to come 
back... as a team, we were 
able to get back in to the 
game where other teams 
would have just mailed it in 
at the half. “ 

Members of the 
Wilmington JV Girls 
Basketball are Kali 
Almeida, Kaitlyn Doherty, 
Alyssa Granara, Sarah 


Gray, Alexa Kelley, Kiara 
Nadeau, 


Alessia Puccio, 


Rita Roche, 
Sendashonga, 


(photo by Jim Vaikpars? 


Sarah Spizuoco, Sydney Vegas and 
Olivia Emily Watson. : 


Seventeen WHS Athletes 
named ML All-Stars * 


The Middlesex League 
recently announced its win- 
ter season all-stars and they 
include the following WHS 
Athletes: Joe Ganley and 
Shane Penney in wrestling; 


Emma_ Garrity, Evelyn 
Miller-Nuzzo, Hannah 
LaVita, Katherine 
McLaughlin and Amie 


Russell (Girls Track); Greg 


Adamek, Sam Vince and 
Tyler Thomas (Boys Track); 
Lia Kourkoutas (Girls 
Hockey), Ryan Barrett and 
Conlin Duffy (Boys Hockey), 
Kylie DuCharme, Gabriella 
Bond and Jenna Tavanese 


(Girls Basketball) and 
Stephen Anthony (Boys 
Basketball). to 


Corrected WHS 
Football Schedule: 


*Several weeks ago the Town Crier ran the WHS Varsity 
Football Schedule but due to the information that was given 
to us, it was incorrect. Below is the updated schedule, The 
“Endowment game” is an extra game on the schedule. but 
doesn’t count towards the MIAA Playoffs. ‘ 


Day Date Opponent Time 
Fri Sept 6 at Billerica (End Game) 7:00 pm 
Fri Sept 13 vs Woburn 7:00 pm 
Fri Sept 20 at Bishop Fenwick 7:00 pm 
Fri Sept 27 vs Melrose 7:00 pm 
Fri Oct4 at Watertown 7:00 pm 
Bre SC OCt 11 vs Burlington 7:00 pm 
Fri Oct 18 at Stoneham 7:00 pm 
Bri: Oct-25 vs Wakefield 7:00 pm 
MIAA Playoffs (3 weeks) 

Thurs Nov 28 at Tewksbury 10:00 am 


Annual Forte 5K/Walk, May 5. 


Registration is open for the 
9th annual Run for 
Wilmington 5K run & Kim 
Forte Walk! Come join us 
again on Sunday, May 5th at 
11:00 am as a runner or 
walker and help us celebrate 
the exceptional Wilmington 
community and life of the 
late Kim Forte. 

All proceeds raised go back 
to the community that Forte 


loved, allowing her memory 
to continue on through ‘the 
generosity and service of 
others. 


Those that are registered. 


by April ist will receive a 
commemorative T-shirt. 

To sign up log. onto: 
http://www. lightboxreg:;com 
/9th-annual-run-for-wilming- 
ton-5k-and-kim-forte- 
walk_2019. 


IPRA RS EEO A SEER ES See 
- cna ae x 


Hi 


re | Ss 
4 


co 
ind 
iS). 


ind 


ws 


ee Oe a a ae a eS ee 


‘undefeated 
‘Heavyweight Champion and 
‘before he retired from his 
‘MNIA career was ranked the 
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On,Sunday afternoon, a self-defense class was held at WHS under the instruction of John J ohnston (back, middle). Helin 


out organizing the event included from left, Linda DuCharme, Tim Penney, Lori Penney, Matt Stearns, Fred DaMore and 


Nicole Dupuis. 


ee 


bite n the 1st round). John 
ead his career as a 
sional MMA fighter 
oh) wne 17th, 2011. Since 
ih ‘he has stayed undefeat- 
a, gding 7-0 in MMA with 
all seven fights winning by 
way of knockout and six of 
them in the first round. 


i’ “John’ s last fight was 
‘October 14th 2014 at the age 


of 44. He is currently the 
CES 


No. 1 Heavyweight in the 
region. 

‘Kru John displays a pleas- 
ant -manner which lends 


‘HSelf perfectly to sharing his 
‘khowledge of the Martial 
Afts: with others and effec- 
tiyely teaching many people 
‘ef call ages, including chil- 
‘Arén. Kru John combines 
fatience with explicit teach- 


ing Farid demonstrates a pa 
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understanding of child devel- 
opment with all age groups. 
With Kru John at the helm, 
kids, teens, and adults will 
have an experience of a life- 
time learning the IronClad 
System of Self-Defense.” 
Johnston instructed the 180 
women for two hours. On the 
wrestling mats, he split 
them up into three groups. 
The first group was taught 
‘krav maga, a self-defense 
system developed by the 
Israeli Special Forces. Krav 
maga is a combination of 


boxing, wrestling, judo, 
karate, and real life street 
fighting. 


Another group were learn- 
ing the art of ‘muay thai, a 
system developed in 
Thailand that involves 
punches, kicks, knees and 
elbows. 

The third group learned 
the more known form of 
martial arts ‘jiu jitsu’ 
Developed in Brazil, jiu jitsu 


is also known as ground 
fighting. 

Wilmington resident Lisa 
Grady, 51, had previous 
experience being trained in 
mixed martial arts, and has 
even participated in a Rape 
Aggression Defense, or 
R.A.D., course. She signed 
up for the event so she could 
go through some of the 
basics of self-defense once 
again. 

“In this day and age, it is a 
good refresher course, [even 
for someone my age] so I 
roped in some of my girl- 
friends and their kids, and I 
think it’s good representa- 
tion to be here,” Grady said. 

Adrienne Bere, 71, also of 
Wilmington, wanted to take 
the class because’ she 
believes not just young 
women, but women her age 
become helpless in the event 
of a dangerous situation, so 
she would like to be able to 
take care of that. 


(courtesy photo). 


“I didn’t know I was going 
to have so much fun,” she 
said. 

Throughout the day, dona- 
tions of toiletries were made 
to the Everett Grace 
Women’s Shelter in Everett. 
There was also a raffle for 
an Invisawear necklace. The 
necklace comes with a 
phone app where up to five 
emergency contacts can be 
programmed into the neck- 
lace. With the press of a but- 
ton, it alerts one of the con- 
tacts or police of any danger. 

Penney said that there is 
demand for another self- 
defense course and she is 
hoping to organize another 
one sometime next year. 

“A lot of people have been 
asking for it, so we might, if 
we can make it an annual 
thing, we definitely would, 
so people can look forward 
to it.” 


This Sister is 
the President 
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dropped an additional fifty- 
pounds. 

“I was a two-sport captain 
in high school, both swim- 
ming and softball,” recalled 
Bennett-Rizzo, who attended 
Lynn English. “But while 
working towards my under- 
grad and graduate degrees 
at Northeastern, there 
wasn’t any athletic partici- 
pation to speak of.” 

Oddly enough, Bennett- 
Rizzo earned her undergrad 
degree in exercise physiolo- 
gy. She did find humor in the 
fact that while armed with 
ample knowledge in the 
hows-and-whys of exercise, 
fitness, and nutrition, she 
still gained weight despite an 
active lifestyle. But that all 
proved a fading memory as 
she progressed through her 
weight loss, strength train- 
ing, and development as a 
distance runner. The fact 
that her husband was 
already a runner was an 
added attraction. 

“I figured if you can’t beat 
them, join them,” she said. 
“T recall a couple of years 
ago, we took a trip to 
France. I was envious of my 
husband, who would head 
out for a run and experience 
a foreign country in a way I 
couldn’t. In February, we 
traveled to Mexico and I ran 
every day to explore our sur- 
roundings. It has become 
one of my favorite aspects of 
running.” 

Bennett-Rizzo’s running 
travels will take her to the 
Martha’s Vineyard Half- 
Marathon in mid-May, a 
race she ran last year with a 
dozen Sole Sisters. Over the 
summer, she’ll take part in 
the BAA Distance. Medley, 
which includes a 5K, 10K, 
and Half-Marathon spread 
over several months. 

And in November, she’ll 
make her way to the New 
York City Marathon where 
she hopes. to raise funds for 


Girls on the Run, which 
according to their mission 
statement, “Inspires girls to 
be joyful, healthy, and confi- 
dent using a fun, experi- 
enced-based curriculum 


which creatively integrates 
running.” 


Bennett-Rizzo, who typical- 
ly logs 20-25 miles weekly 
and 40 when marathon train- 
ing, currently holds personal 
bests at the 5K distance of 
23:13, 10K of 49:30, and half- 
marathon of 1:53:30. In her 
first-ever marathon, com- 
pleted last fall in Chicago, 
she recorded a 4:49. 

“Chicago is the Cadillac of 
marathons,” she said. “It’s 
such a great city and the 
event is very well organized. 
There were a number of Sole 
Sisters who ran it last year 
and this year, at least ten 
will make the trip.” : 

This seems to be one of the 
main draws of the Sole 
Sisters Running Club. Along 
with Saturday group runs, 
5K preparedness programs, 
and the coaching expertise 
of Carmela Tavares, club 
members support one anoth- 
er before, during, and after 
road races, both on the 
course or from the sidelines. 
Whether it’s _—_ shouting 
encouragement to a last 
place finisher or congratula- 
tions for a win, the support 
from the Sole Sisters for one 
another is unwavering. 
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Nearly 80 percent of officials leave the game after two years because of abuse 


Problems exist between Parents and Athletic Game Officials: 


By JAMIE POTE 
Sports Editor 
jamiepote@hotmail.com 
WILMINGTON/TEWKS- 
BURY - Back in March of 
2018, the USA _ Today 
released a story stating 
that 80 percent of high 
school _ officials/referees 
quit after two years 
because of the "verbal 
abuse they receive from 

parents." 

In January, an Op-Ed by 
the Head of the National 
Federation of State High 
School Association and the 
Commissioner of the 
Indiana High School 
Athletic Association refer- 
enced a survey by the 
National Association of 
Sports Officials said that 
number was around 75 per- 
cent. 

Regardless of the percent- 
age rate, certainly there's 
been a number of unfortu- 
nate incidents - including 
violence -- that have 
occurred at high school 
games (as well as youth) 


across the state of 
Massachusetts and _ the 
country. 


Wilmington has had three 
well-known instances of 
adults feuding with one 
another: the unfortunate 
death of an adult caused by 
a fist fight between two 
Reading parents at the 
Ristuccia Arena back in 
2002; a WHS parent being 
arrested at the Wilmington- 
Lynnfield high school foot- 
ball game; and then the 
fight between a coach and 
parent at a Wilmington Pop 
Warner practice. 

Although those cases here 

in Wilmington and 
Tewksbury are different in 
the context of this story 
about officials quitting 
because of the verbal abuse 
they take from parents, it's 
still alarming that violence 
or the threat of violence 
has occurred in front of 
children during non-profes- 
sional sporting games and 
events. 
-» “Personally, I’ve had mul- 
tiple incidents where 
coaches, parents or adult 
players have threatened me 
both during and after 
games," said Wilmington 
resident Rick Hill, who has 
served as an official in 
hockey, baseball and soft- 
ball since 1969. "Luckily, 
nothing has ever come of 
those threats, but it does 
give you pause and make 
you think about whether or 
not you need that kind of 
stress in your life. 
Ultimately, it’s my love for 
the game and the enjoy- 
ment I get from being 
involved in sports that 
keeps me involved." 

The Town Crier reached 
out to Hill and three other 
local residents who have 
been longtime officials. The 


four of them, Hill, Steve: 


and Donnie Foley and Will 
‘Gray, were asked about the 
glaring statistic of 80 per- 
cent of officials quitting 
after two years, and 
whether or not they have 


been involved in any inci- 
dents that seem to be mak- 
ing the 6 pm news or social 
media threats every night? 

They also give some great 
insight into what it's like to 
be an official. 


RICK HILL 


Hill's resume in officiat- 
ing is extremely long and 
impressive, working games 
in six different decades, 
starting out as a teenager. 
The former Wilmington 
Little League President, 
who was inducted into the 
New England USSSA 
(Speciality Sports 
Association) Hall of Fame 
in 2011 as a director, said 
recently the trend of par- 
ents getting more involved 
in games and being abusive 
to officials continues to 
increase which is making it 
difficult for leagues in 
almost every sport to find 
officials. 

“Having been involved in 
organized sports for fifty 
years, I’ve seen first hand 
that abuse of officials is 
nothing new,” he _ said. 
“Parents and coaches feel 
entitled to speak out when 
they feel their team - or 
their child - has been 
wronged during a game. 
They don’t care if the offi- 
cial is a 12-year-old or a 60- 
year-old, a boy, a girl, a 
woman or a man. It’s not 
everyone, but it happens 
enough that it’s becoming 
very hard to recruit offi- 
cials to work games. 

"Due to my roles as a soft- 
ball and baseball assignor, 
I’m always looking out for 
potential umpires. The 
best candidates are former 
players, or officials from 
other spots. Every season 
we lose one to three offi- 
cials and replacing them is 
becoming harder every 
season. As of right now, I 
know we’re down two soft- 
ball umpires from last sea- 
son and luckily, we have 
one new baseball umpire 
who will be going through 
the (Gr. Lowell Baseball 
Umpire's Association) 
training.” 

Today Hill is an official 
for six different organiza- 


tions, including USA 
Hockey _ (since 2008), 
-NIHOA Hockey (since 


2017), USSSA Softball 
(since 1993), USSA Area 
Director and  Umpire-In- 
Chief (since 1995), GLBUA 
Umpire (since 2013) and 
Wilmington Little League 
Umpire-in-Chief since 2015. 
“I started my officiating 
career at  12-years-old 
working house league 
games for Stoneham Youth 
Hockey,” he recalled. “I 
quit working hockey games 
when I was 18. As much as 
I loved the game, I just 
couldn’t justify putting up 
with the abuse. Just a few 
years later, I signed up to 
umpire softball. I was a lit- 
tle older, and_ better 
equipped to handle criti- 
cism. 


"Officiating softball 


taught me game manage- 
ment and people manage- 
ment - how to keep the 
game moving -- do your 
best to treat everyone, even 
those who are not respect- 
ful to you, with respect. It 
also made me realize that 
it really takes a certain 
personality and mind set to 
officiate sports. First and 
foremost, you have to have 
a love for the game. You 
have to have confidence in 
yourself and your deci- 
sions. You can’t take what- 
ever people say to you or 
about you personally. If 
you can’t check off all of 
those boxes, you’re not 
going to make it." 

Hill was asked about spe- 
cific incidents and recalled 
one in particular. 

“As a 16-year-old, officiat- 
ing hockey in Stoneham, I’d 
had a very competitive 
game involving one of 
Stoneham’s Pee Wee 
(youth) teams,” he said. “ 
Stoneham lost, and Id 
taken a lot from the fans 
during the game. As I 
walked through the lobby 


leaving the Stoneham 
Arena, one of the Stoneham 
parents, who was the 


Stoneham Police Safety 
Officer at the time, said to 
me - “You got your license? 
You better watch out driv- 
ing around town”. That 
may not seem like much of 
a comment, but to a 16- 
year-old kid who had just 
got his license, I was look- 
ing over my shoulder for 
weeks." 

While that incident hap- 
pened a long time ago, 
there's cases like that - or 
much worse - still going on 
today. Hill added that offi- 
cials realize when they 
make mistakes, so they 
don't need to be chastised 
over it. 

"No official wants to do a 
bad job and no official 
cares who wins and who 
loses," explained Hill. 
"When we miss a call, we 
know it. Sometimes we can 
fix it, sometimes we can’t 
and we have to move on. 
When we don’t know a rule, 
we discuss it and more 
often than not we look it up 
the first chance we get. 
We’re more critical of our- 
selves than any coach, 
player or fan - but we'll 
always back each other up 
during the game." 

No matter if the call is 
correct, incorrect or if the 
official is needs to sharpen 
his or her officiating skills, 
Hill said there should never 
be moments when the peo- 
ple in the. striped shirts 
take any kind of abuse or 


are not treated with 
respect. 

“No coach or parent 
should behave badly 


enough to be ejected from a 
game, but it happens every 
season,” he said. “Too 
many times, the leagues 
don’t stand behind the offi- 
cials. They turn their 
backs to the actions of 
repeat offenders, some- 
times rescinding suspen- 
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sions or more common - 
giving these coaches teams 
year after year, knowing 
the history of abuse toward 
officials. The truly amaz- 
ing thing is, in- many cases 
the parents stand behind 
these coaches. They justify 
their coach’s behavior due 
to 'bad officiating'.” 

Hill added that after offi- 
ciating thousands and thou- 


sands of games over the 


years, in the grand scheme 
of things, the unfortunate 
incidents only take up a 
very small percentage. 

“Becoming a high school 
official can be a_ very 
rewarding experience,” he 
said. “Generally, the coach- 
es and players are well 
behaved. Just like any- 
thing else, there are excep- 
tions, but they are isolated 
instances. It’s in the so 
called recreational and 
developmental leagues 
where all the craziness 
arises. 

“It takes a special kind of 
person to officiate sports. I 
would invite more people, 
especially those who seem 
to know everything from 
the sidelines, to find out if 
they’ve got what it takes.” 


FOLEY BROTHERS 


Don and Steve Foley are 
usually paired up together 
doing high school hockey 
games. Last year the two 
were the officials of the 
Tewksbury-Woburn 
Division 1 Girls Hockey 
game played at the TD 
Garden, and they also 
paired up together to work 
the thrilling overtime game 
between Tewksbury- 
Lincoln-Sudbury boys 
teams in the Division 2 
North Quarterfinal round. 

Steve, of Tewksbury, has 
been a ref for 15 years 
between the youth and high 
school levels. He said the 
problems really start at the 
youth level. 


"I have never had an issue 


with parents at a high 
school game, ever," he said. 
"T also cannot recall any of 
my referee partners having 
any issues with parents at a 


high school game, nor am I 


aware of any referee that 
has ever quit being a refer- 
ee due to issues with par- 
ents at high school hockey 
games. At the high school 
level, the bigger challenge 
is working with the coach- 
es, where on occasions, ref- 
erees and coaches can have 
issues during and after a 
game. 

"One unique dynamic of 
ice hockey compared to 
other sports, is the glass 
separating the playing sur- 
face from the spectators. 
The glass actually acts as a 
giant buffer between spec- 
tator and referee. It mini- 
mizes any interaction 
between both and it is very 
difficult to hear anything 
on the ice from any individ- 
ual outside the glass. 
Banging on the glass might 
be the only hint that a par- 
ent has an issue, but this is 
fairly easy to ignore when 
concentrating on the game 
on the ice and usually stops 
at the next puck drop. 

"In my experience, the 
bigger issues seem to come 
from youth hockey, where 
you have all different levels 
of players, coaches and ref- 
erees," he continued. 
"Again, I have not had any 
Major issues personally 
with parents, but I have 
witnessed a few alterca- 
tions with some of my ref- 
eree partners with parents, 
usually when leaving the 
ice surface at the end of a 
game, the parent is waiting 
for the referee to exit the 
ice." 

Steve went on to say that 
the adults in the situations 
- referees, coaches and 
parents - have to be better 
during those 
critical/stressful moments 
of games. 

"I have experienced young 
referee partners at the 
youth hockey level that 
have had great difficulty 
with the dynamics of deal- 
ing with some coaches and 
their antics on the bench. 
This has definitely caused 


some of these young refer- 
ees to opt out of the referee 
profession as it is definitely 
not for everyone," he said. 
"Coaches really don't dis- 
tinguish between a 16-year- 
old young referee or a sea- 
soned veteran when it 
comes to their displeasure 
at something occurring 
during a game. I have had 
coaches bark back at me 
that the young age of a ref- 
eree partner doesn't matter 
relative to how the coach 
responds to game actions. 
"The referee has_ the 


responsibility to try and de- 


escalate situations when 
possible, and I live by that 
credo and it is also part of 
my overall personality. I 
have seen on a few occa- 
sions where my referee 
partner during a youth 
game has become the 
aggressor within an alter- 
cation with a parent or 
coach and he has even 
challenged the coach/par- 
ent to further action after 
the game. This is obviously 
completely unacceptable 
for the referee and certain- 
ly leads to issues. In almost 
every instance, if the refer- 
ee can remain patient and 
focus on calming down the 
situation, the problem will 
resolve quietly, and the 
game will continue on with- 
out issues." 

Steve's brother Donnie of 
Wilmington, said that he's 
not quite convinced that 80 
percent of officials leave 
because of the abuse they 
receive from parents. 

"Turnover can be high but 
I don't believe it is as high 
as that story indicated," he 
said. "When I started in 
high school lacrosse many 
years ago there was 50 per- 
cent turnover year-after- 
year but that was because 
the people they were 
recruiting had never offici- 
ated any sport at any level. 
There is a level of account- 
ability in high school that 
doesn't exist at lower levels 
of youth sport. I'm not say- 
ing there isn't any drama 
with officials at high school 
level, but nowhere close to 
youth." 

Foley pointed out a few 
reasons why he believes the 
ratio of officials has 
declined so drastically. 

"First, is a general lack of 
civility these days. You can 
say whatever you want 
about people we all used to 
respect. President (Trump) 
thinks it's OK to be crass 
on social media and others 
can say whatever they want 
about him. So why wouldn't 
someone bad mouth a ran- 
dom referee? 

"Second, is 'the everyone 
gets a trophy culture’. If 
your kid gets cut (from a 
high school team), you go 
to the athletic director. If 
your kid isn't playing 
enough, you write an email 
to the coach. This leads to 
NO accountability for the 
players. It can't be their 
fault that they just made an 
egregious mistake, it must 
have been the ref's fault. 

"Third, every kid is play- 
ing for some _ reason 
OTHER than for the love of 
the game. Parents get sta- 
tus from their kids. Look at 
the scandal recently with 
college entry. Those par- 
ents didn't care if their kids 
got into those schools for 
the sake of the kids. They 
just wanted to be able to 
say their kid got into USC, 
Yale, etc. So too modern 
kid's sports. Parents want 
to be able to say their kid is 
being scouted or is going to 
some next level. If the kid 
isn't that good or doesn't 
commit to the sport that 
must be a coach, officials, 


. or administrator's fault. 


"The fourth thing is com- 
pensation. We get a decent 
payday for doing a game. 
You get 84 dollars for a var- 
sity hockey game and that 
isn't bad for a couple hours 
of work, but if you feel like 


it's a grind due to abuse it . 


really isn't enough for guys 
that just want to make a 
few bucks. 

“And lastly, the differ- 
ences in generations - look 
at football and hockey. 
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Let's just say there is Pig 
ty of gray hair out flere 
Guys stick around for’.a 
long time because they’ ‘tove 
the game, they enjoy. the 
camaraderie and they have 
literally seen it all. In this 
day, younger officials ‘don’ t 
stick around long enough. to 
learn how to manage 
games and _ situations. 
There are some amazingly 
talented young officials and 
they move up quickly and 
excel. What is missing. is 
younger officials that grind 
it out, learn the gameoand 
learn to enjoy the games 
for what they are. When: it 
doesn't go their way out.of 
the gate, they do eR tg 
else.” 


‘i 
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WILL GRAY. 


Like the other three, Gray, 
of Tewksbury, is also a 
hockey official and has 
been doing it for over 20 
years between the youth, 
high school. and collegiate 
level. He also said that 80 
percent statistic is relative- 
ly high and he offered his 
reasons for the decline in 
numbers. 

“There are sO Many rea- 
sons why people leave. the 
sport of officiating, howev- 
er, a great statistic is how 
many people actually sign 
up, participate in the first 
year only to become frus- 
trated and decide to leave 
refereeing and do other 
things,” he stated. “USA 
Hockey boasts of yearly 
applicants that increase 
from the previous year, ‘yet, 
there is a continual sHart- 
age of officials - on all. lev- 
els yearly.” 

He, like the others, ‘Have 
heard or seen some “horror 
stories” with parents, and 
reiterated what was stated 
before that most of it stems 
at the youth level. +08 

“Most younger officials 
become intimidated by ,par- 
ents and coaches that, are 
angry or enraged over ja 
call, and might periodically 
"blow-up' on an offirial, 
verbally abusing him/her, 
and unfortunately, comexto 
the conclusion that sports 
not for them. There have 
been endless stories: : of 
"impassioned parents! 4hat 
sense/feel they know much 
more than the official.?on 
the ice - because the offi- 
cial is a similar age - 6r See 
things much more differ- 
ently than the official-:doés. 
(The parents) becoming so 
enraged, they lose the fact 
that it's their child on the 
ice, and not themselves. 

“(I think) cost certainly is 
a contributing factor. It's a 
considerable cost to outfit 
your child for hockey, pay 
for ice time, vest yourself in 
getting your child to the 
rink for games and prac- 
tice. It's a major commit- 
ment.” 

While it's a major com- 
mitment to spend thou- 
sands and thousands of dol- 
lars every year so your kid 
can play youth hockey - or 
less money is the other 
sports - it's also a major 
commitment for  well- 
known and excellent offi- 
cials like Hill, Steve and 
Don Foley, Gray, as well as 
other locals including Mike 
Ciampa, Scott Almeida and 
Tony Romano, Jr., to name 
a few. But these guys can't 
do it forever. 

“The first initial years are 
admittedly challenging,” 
Gray said. “However, if you 
are consistent, love fhe 
sport, enjoy the challenge 
of being a game manager, 
it's an phenomenal hobby 
that you can participate in 
for decades. If or when you 
can put a few years behind 
you, gain some valuable 
game experience, commin- 
nicate with coaches, and 
ignore the noise from the 
parents, you've placed 
yourself in an excejlént 
position to have succéss 
refereeing and advanicirig 
through various levels , of 
the sport. Truthfully, the 
more experience you. et, 
the easier it becomes, fe 
all work together . ,and 
everybody communicates.” 
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‘properly, 
«back problems in the past or 
are currently having back 
‘problems, please consult a 
_amMedical professional before 
trying any of these exercis- 
yES.1 > 


“is. too arched, 
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Training the Core to prevent back injury and improve performance i in Be 


By GREG CROSSMAN 


Guest Columnist 


_~.Baseball and softball are 


highly repetitive sports in 
‘which both throwing and hit- 
‘ting can place a great deal 
of stress on the lower back. 

-In° younger populations, 
these repetitive actions can 


" Iéad'to injuries such as mus- 


cle ‘strains and stress frac- 
‘tures. In older populations, 
‘the ‘stress can lead to disc 
‘herniations or disc degener- 
‘ation. Proper training of the 
‘core not only reduces the 
‘likelihood of injury, but also 
‘improves performance. 

dhs baseball and_ softball, 
‘two-primary functions of the 
eore muscles are to 1.) stabi- 
‘lize: and protect the spine 
‘andsurrounding structures; 
) 22). transmit force generat- 
ed from the legs to the 
shoulders and, ultimately, to 


the bat or the ball. To per- 


form these tasks, all the 
muscles of the core, includ- 
ing the gluteal muscles, the 
lower back muscles, the 
obliques (or muscles on the 
side of the trunk) and the 
rectus abdominis or ab mus- 


<r? must work together. 


‘Training these muscles in 
the traditional way with sit 
ups or oblique twists does 
not tend to be as effective 
for-injury prevention or per- 


‘formiance in baseball and 
‘softball. Sit ups and oblique 
‘twists train the muscles-as 


movers not stabilizers. 

The following exercises 
‘will:help you train your core 
If you have had 


Posture and Position 
‘Before you begin core 


Araining, check your resting 


‘posture. If your lower back 
you are at 


higher risk for stress frac- 
tures. If it is too flat, you 
are at higher risk for disc 
problems. 

For the best function, you 
need proper resting position 
with all your. core mus- 
cles. A simple self check of 
your back position is to 
stand up against a wall with 
your head, shoulders and 
butt back against the wall 
and your feet out about six 
inches from the wall. 

You should have about a 
hand width of space between 
your lower back and the 
wall. More than a hand 


width means that the arch in 
your lower back is too big; 
less means your back it too 
flat. Think about maintain- 
ing that position of one hand 
width of space with all exer- 
cises. 


Bridge 
The back bridge is a great 
exercise that focuses on the 
glutes. Laying on your back 
with your knees bent, first 
tighten your core, then 


THE BRIDGE 
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Squeeze your glutes and, 
finally, lift your hips so 
there is a straight line from 
your shoulder to your 
knee. You should feel most 
of the effort in your glutes 
and only slightly in your 
hamstrings. You should not 
feel it in your lower back. 


Side Plank 


The side plank is a good 
exercise for the lateral spine 
stabilizers. Laying on your 
side propped up on your 
elbow (make sure your 
elbow is directly under your 
shoulder), lift your hips so 
your body is in a straight 
line. Make sure your hips 
don’t drift too far forward or 
back. 


Bird Dog 


This is a great exercise for 
the rior and posterior 


stabilizers of the spine and 
also gets the arms and legs 
working together while sta- 
bilizing. Start from your 
hands and knees and, while 
keeping your core tight, 
slowly extend the opposite 


‘ABOVE: THE BIRDDOG AND BELOW, SIDEPLANK. 


arm and leg. 


These exercises can help 
reduce your likelihood of 
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VE 


back injury and improve 
performance. 

For any questions, please 
contact Greg or Andy at 


Complete Game Physi¢al 
Therapy 978-710-7204" ‘or 
gcrossman@com- 
pletegamept.com. 


‘lacrosse days»for the men. 


women's lacrosse progy""*"" 
“The women's team: 


against Pace University. 


“CASSIDY COLLINS AND CHRIS STOKES 


will’ celebrate 
‘youth day next Saturday (March 30) 
when they host Stonehill in an impor- 
- tant Northeast-10 Conference matchup 
“at 12 p.m. 
The men, meanwhile, will hold Youth 
Day on April 13 as part of its showdown 


Pas 


turing 


welcomed with 


Both games are FREE to attend, and 
all youth members/teams in attendees 
_and details for upcoming youth will have the opportunity to join the 
S..And. Warriors. as they run out. onto the felis. ‘ 
“ peegamie: 
Halftime scrimmage opportunities are 
also available, and your group will be 


announcements throughout the after- 
noon. After the final whistle, join the 
Warriors on the field in a meet-and- 
greet with members of the team. A pic- 


Wilmington Travel bas- 
ketball held its annual ban- 
quet this past Sunday. 
\Between two sessions, 
over 600 people attended 
the banquets held at the 
Tewksbury/ Wilmington 


Elks with food supplied by 
AJ’s Kitchen in 
Wilmington to celebrate 
another fantastic season 
by all 17 teams from the 
fourth to eighth grade. 

For the eighth straight 


WWE coming to Lowell 


The Tsongas Center at 
UMass Lowell and Spectra 
are proud to announce the 
return of WWE to Lowell 
with WWE Live at the 
Tsongas on Monday, May 
20th, 2019. This will be the 
first time since 2016 that the 
world’s most prestigious 
professional wrestler’s will 
take to the ring in Lowell. 

The night will be headlined 
by a Championship Match 
between Daniel Bryan and 
Kevin Owens. Also facing off 


public address 


ture and autographic session will also 


in the ring will be Randy 
Orton and AJ Styles. The 
night will also include 
appearances by The New 
Day, Charlotte Flair, The 
Miz, Becky Lynch, Samoa 
Joe, The Usos, Asuka, and 
more! 

Tickets will go on sale 
Friday, March 29th at 10:00 
A.M. and can be purchased 
at the arena, online at 
TsongasCenter.com, or by 
calling the box office at 978- 
934-5738. 


Merrimack College to host youth lacrosse days 


“The Merrimack College Athletic 


be held, and team posters will be pro- 
Department has announced the dates 


vided for free. Other youth lacrosse 
activities may also be available for 
ky,each day and will be announced prior 
> jut sductions: 0 thes 

‘Tf int rested, 
ets@merrimac’ 
specific youth ‘iacrosse team/associa- 
tion, approximate number of guests 
(including coaches/parents) and if you 
would be interested in a halftime 
scrimmage. 


»se contact tick- 
nd mention your 


year, the travel basketball 
program has invited 
guests to speak to the 


young athletes. This year... 


the guest speakers were 
Wilmington High Schnee 
seniors, 
and Chris Stokes. 

Cassidy and Chris who 
are both three-sport stu- 
dent athletes —_at 
Wilmington High School, 
did an amazing job speak- 
ing to the very sizable 
crowd that would frighten 
even the most seasoned 
public speaker. Their per- 
sonal journeys and advice 


Cassidy Collins” 


fi con at 
Wilmington High School 
and what it meant.;for 
them to be part of a team. 
All players in the pto- 
gram were presented with 
gifts and all four of *the 
eighth grade boys and gitls 
teams were honored: ‘as 
they graduated from the 
program and will move on 
to high school. 


We treat every Individual like an Athlete | 


and every Athlet 


e like an Individual 


1703 Middlesex St. # 


Lowell, MA 01851 
(978) 710-7204 


CompleteGamePT. com 
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TOWN OF 
WILMINGTON 
BOARD OF APPEALS 


NOTICE OF 
PUBLIC HEARING 


A public hearing will be 
held. at the Town Hall, 
121*.Glen Road on 
Wednesday, April 17, 
2019-at 7:00 p.m. on the 
following applications: 


_ Case 6-19 
Fordham Park, LLC 
Map 91 Parcel 121 


To. acquire a Special 
Permit in accordance 
with’ §6.6.7.7 to allow 
greater than 15 percent 
impervious coverage 
within the Zone II area 


.». Case 7-19 

_ Zachary Fahey 

Map 34 Parcel 7 
To acquire a Special 
Permit in accordance 
with §6.1.6.4 to allow for 
a Nonconforming struc- 
ture 


190354 3/27, 4/3/19 


TOWN OF 
» WILMINGTON 
CONSERVATION 
COMMISSION 


PUBLIC HEARING 


Notice is hereby given 
that a Public Hearing will 
be held in Town Hall, 
Room 9, 121 Glen 
Road, Wilmington, MA 
01887, on Wednesday, 
April 3, 2019 at 7:00 
p.m. in compliance with 
the provisions of MGL 
Chapter 131, Section 
40, and 310 CMR 10.00 
on a Notice of Intent 
filed by Tony Braga, 18 
Biggar Avenue, Wilming- 
ton, MA 01887, owner 
and applicant. The filing 
is for the construction of 
a 24’ x 28’ two-car 
garage and after the fact 
construction of an ap- 
proximately 900 square 
foot storage and pool 
equipment shed. This 
work is within Riverfront 
Area and thei00-foot 
. buffer zone as designat- 
ed by the MA Wetlands 
Protection Act, M.GiL. 
Chapter. 131, Sect. 40 
and 310 CMR 10.00. 
This property is located 
at 18 Biggar Avenue, 
Wilmington, MA 01887 
and shown on Asses- 
sor’s Map 82 Parcel 
129. A copy of the appli- 
cation is on file at the 
Department of Planning 
and Conservation, 
Room 6, Wilmington 
Town Hall, and may be 
inspected between the 
hours of 8:30 a.m. and 
4:30 p.m. Monday 
through Friday. 
Laurie Finne 
Vice-Chair 
Conservation 
Commission 
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TOWN OF 
WILMINGTON 
CONSERVATION 
COMMISSION 


PUBLIC HEARING 


Notice is hereby given 
that a Public Hearing will 
be held in Town Hall, 
Room 9, 121 Glen 
Road, Wilmington, MA 
01887, on Wednesday, 
April 3, 2019, at 7:10 
p.m. in compliance with 
the provisions of M.G.L. 
Chap. 131, Section 40, 
and 310 C.M.R. 10.00 
on an Abbreviated No- 
tice of Resource Area 
Delineation, filed by 
Richard Stuart, Elm Tree 
Development, 10 Mid- 
dlesex Avenue, Unit 1, 
Wilmington, MA 01887, 
applicant and Richard 
Stuart, 168 Lowell Street 
LLC, 10 Middlesex Av- 
enue, Unit 1, Wilming- 
ton, MA 01887, owner. 
This filing is to confirm 
the delineation of wet- 
land resource areas as 
designated by the MA 
Wetlands Protection Act, 
M.G.L. Chapter 131, 
Sect. 40 and 310 CMR 
10.00 for the property 
located at 168 Lowell 
Street, Wilmington, MA 
01887 and shown on 
Assessor's Map 58 
Parcel 1. A copy of the 
application is on file at 
the Department of Plan- 
ning & Conservation, 
Room 6, Wilmington 
Town Hall, and may be 
inspected between the 
hours of 8:30 a.m. and 
4;30 p.m. Monday 
through Friday. 
Laurie Finne 
Vice-Chair 
Conservation 
Commission 
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TOWN OF 
TEWKSBURY 
CONSERVATION 
COMMISSION 


PUBLIC HEARING 
NOTICE OF INTENT 


Notice is hereby given 
that the Tewksbury Con- 
servation Commission 
will hold a Public Hear- 
ing April 3, 2019, at 
7:00 P.M. in the Tewks- 
bury Town Hall Auditori- 
um, 1009 Main Street, 
Tewksbury, MA 01876 
on an application filed by 
Robert Pondelli, Tewks- 
bury Village Condomini- 
um, LLC, for a Notice of 
Intent for the construc- 
tion of a single family 
home in an existing 
subdivision. Proposed 
work is located within 
200 feet of a Potential 
Vernal Pool. Said Prop- 
erty is located at 15 
Robbie Terris Way, 
Map 24 Lot 78. 


The application may be 
examined in the Com- 
munity Development 
Department, 1009 Main 
Street, Tewksbury, MA 
(978-640-4370 x255), 
Monday thru Friday 7:30 
am - 4:30 pm. Legal 
Notice. can also be 
viewed on www.mass 

publicnotices.org. 
Stefania Gallo 
Conservation Agent/ 
Planner 
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TOWN OF 
TEWKSBURY 
CONSERVATION 
COMMISSION 


PUBLIC HEARING 


Request for 
Determination of 
Applicability 


Notice is hereby given 
that the Tewksbury Con- 
servation Commission 
will hold a Public Hear- 
ing on April 3, 2019 at 
7:00 P.M. in the Tewks- 
bury Town Hall Auditori- 
um, 1009 Main Street, 
Tewksbury, MA 01876 
on an application filed by 
John A. Costa, for a 
Request for Determina- 
tion of Applicability for 
the placement of: an 
8x10’ shed within bor- 
dering land subject to 
flooding. Said property is 
located at 95 Bridge 
Street, Assessor’s Map 
98 Lot 120. 


The application may be 
examined in the Com- 
munity Development 
Department, 1009 Main 
Street, Tewksbury, MA 
(978-640-4370 x255), 
Monday thru Friday 7:30 
am - 4:30 pm. Legal 
Notice can also be 
viewed on www.mass 


Stefania Gallo 


Conservation Agent/ 
Planner 
190353 3/27/19 


COMMONWEALTH OF 
MASSACHUSETTS 
THE TRIAL COURT 

PROBATE AND 
FAMILY COURT 


Middlesex Probate 
and Family Court 
208 Cambridge Street 
Cambridge, MA 02141 
(617) 768-5800 


CITATION ON PETITION 
TO CHANGE NAME 


Docket No. 
MI18C0820CA 


In the matter of: 
Kinsley Nicole Fasanelli 
A Petition to Change 
Name of Minor has 
been filed by Kinsley 
Nicole Fasanelli of 
Wilmington MA re- 
questing that the court 
enter a Decree changing 
their name to: Kinsley 
Nicole Barrett Fasanelli 
IMPORTANT NOTICE 
Any person may appear 
for purposes of objecting 
to the petition by filing 
an appearance at: Mid- 
diesex Probate and 
Family Court before 
10:00 a.m. on the re- 
turn day of 04/11/2019. 
This is NOT a hearing 
date, but a deadline by 
which you must file a 
written appearance if 
you object to this pro- 
ceeding. 
WITNESS, Hon. Edward 
F. Donnelly, Jr., First 
Justice of this Court. 
Date: March 18, 2019 
Tara E. DeCristofaro, 
Register of Probate 
190359 3/27/19 
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The Wilmington Girls 12U Hockey team includes: Back row from left, Coach Matt Savage, Casey Kelley, Lily MacKenzie, Alex Lavigne; © 
Coach Mike Mercier, Ashley Mercier, Alexis Fox, Juliana Angiuoni, Riley Rourke and Coac 
Savage, Cara Kuczek, Vivien Savoie, Julia Lambert, Sarah Sampson, Kaylie Sullivan and Coac 
Crowley, Gianna Young, Antonia DiZoglio, Giovanna Gulinello and Front Center- Goalie Maddie Sainato. 


Girls 12U Hockey team enjoys a A: 
successful tournament run i 


The Wilmington Girls 12U Hockey Team 
made a deep run into the Tier III State 


-Hockey Tournament this past weekend. 


While they would lose to the eventual 
State Champions, Natick Comets, in the 
semi finals they would prove to everyone 
they were second to no one in effort and 
heart. . 

Wilmington started off on Friday night 
against the Arlington Spyponders in an 
instant classic game. Lily MacKenzie 
would open the scoring for the Wildcats in 
the first period with a power play goal. 
Hard working Antonia DiZoglio and 
Giovanna Gulinello forced an’ errant 
clearing pass that MacKenzie would 
swoop in and grab and deked around a 
charging defender and then lit the lamp 
with a blistering wrist shot to the upper 
left corner. 

Arlington would tie it up in the second 
period but that would be all the scoring in 
regulation as Wilmington netminder 
Maddie Sainato would make an acrobatic 
save with seconds left in the game to 
secure at least one point for Wilmington. 

Arlington would score quickly in the 


overtime session while the teams were 


playing a 3-on-3 format but this game 
only inspired the Wilmington girls to put 
the hammer down in Saturday's two 
games. 

Saturday mornings opponent, Martha's 
Vineyard, came out strong and battled 
Wilmington equally for almost the entire 
first period. Julia Lambert would scoop 
up the puck along the boards in her own 
zone with just 12 seconds remaining in 
the period and she hit the turbo button 
and charged up to center ice before head 
manning the puck to Sam Crowley who 


Notice is hereby given to 
Penelope Adams of 
501 Huron Ave. Apt. 1 in 
Cambridge, MA, who is 
the last registered owner 
of a 2014 Subaru 


Impreza Vin# 
TOWN OF JF1GPAC62E8292619 
TEWKSBURY that this vehicle: will be 
CONSERVATION sold at auction on or 
COMMISSION about April 19, 2019 at 
A & S Towing, Inc., 222 
PUBLIC HEARING Andover Street, Wilm- 


NOTICE OF INTENT 


Notice is hereby given 
that the Tewksbury Con- 
servation Commission 
will hold a Public Hear- 
ing April 3, 2019, at 
7:00 P.M. in the Tewks- 
bury Town Hall Auditori- 
um, 1009 Main Street, 
Tewksbury, MA 01876 
on an application filed by 
Robert Richard, Nouria 
Energy, for a Notice of 
Intent for drainage re- 
pairs and improvements 
within bordering land 
subject to flooding, and 
within 100 feet of bor- 
dering vegetated wet- 
lands. Said Property is 
located at 1975 Main 
Street, Map 84 Lot 61. 


The application may be 
examined in the Com- 
munity Development 
Department, 1009 Main 
Street, Tewksbury, MA 
(978-640-4370 x255), 
Monday thru Friday 7:30 
am - 4:30 pm. Legal 
Notice can also be 
viewed on www.mass 
publicnotices.org. 
Stefania Gallo 


Conservation Agent/ 
Planner 
190373 3/27/19 


ington MA. The vehicle 
will be auctioned to 
recover towing and 
storage charges that are 
past due. 

190364 3/27, 4/3,10/19 


LEGAL NOTICES 
ARCHIVE 


All published — legal 
notices are posted to the 
Massachusetts — Public 
Notices website. 

To search the archive 
of previously published 
legal notices go to: 


www.homenewshere.com 
OR 


masspublicnotices.org 
/Search.aspx 


&, 


Please Recycle 


flew in on a breakaway and deked a little 
to the right and sent a perfectly placed 
shot into the left side of the net with 2.2 
seconds remaining. This goal ignited 
Wilmington's offense. 

MV tried to regroup from this devastat- 


ing goal but under relentless pressure . 


from all of Wilmington's forwards, Kaylie 
Sullivan, Crowley, DiZoglio, Lambert, 

Gulinello, Ashley Mercier, Cara Kuzcek, 
Alexis Fox, Vivien Savoie, Riley Rourke 
and Sarah Sampson the floodgates would 
open up. Savoie slipped a pass through 
the slot to Lambert, with just over two 
minutes to play in the second period and 
Lambert would find the back of the net. 

A minute later a tenacious DiZoglio 
would fire at the net and Gulinello would 
bang home the rebound for a power play 
goal. Period would end with the Wildcats 
up 3-0. 

Wilmington came out flying to start the 
third period to ensure MV would go back 
home on the ferry without a victory over 
the Cats. Just 36 seconds into the period, 
Gianna Young, on a nice cross ice defense 
to defense pass from Casey Kelley, would 
fire a wrist shot that Lambert artistically 
redirected over the goalies right shoulder. 

With Wilmington shorthanded Mercier 
would block an attempted shot at the blue 
line and would race up the ice and buried 
a wrist shot into the left side of the net to 
finish off MV 5-0. 

Sainato posted her first shutout of the 
tournament and had to do so by stopping 
at least three breakaways. 

Wilmington would next face off against 
Andover. The defensive pairings, 
MacKenzie and Juliana Angiuoni, Alex 
Lavigne and Macy Savage, Kelley and 
Young played rock solid and not only took 
care of their own zone but also con- 
tributed significantly to the offense as 
well in this game and throughout the tour- 
nament. 

Wilmington got on the board first with a 
power play goal with under two minutes 
left in the first period. Gulinello would 
pass it back to the point to Lavigne who 
rifled a too hot to handle bullet that the 
netminder could not control and a sneaky 
Mercier would rap it home for a 1-0 
Wilmington lead. 

The Cats were not content to leave the 
first period with just one goal and Savoie 
started the prettiest breakout you'll ever 
see when she lasered a pass from her own 
zone to DiZoglio flying through center ice 
and she broke free to get a breakaway 


shot on net but was stymied by the 


Andover netminder, unfortunately for the 
goalie Lambert was crashing the net right 
behind DiZoglio and put the rebound into 
the back of the net with just 13.4 seconds 


Women's Softball League has — 


— HOME NEWS HERE.COM pi 


h Guy Angiuoni; Middle row from left, Macy ’ 
h Dave Crowley; Front row from left, Sam | 
(courtesy photo)... 


remaining in the first period. 

While Wilmington carried the play for 
the most part, the scoring would end and 
Wilmington came away with a 2-0 victory 
as both Sainato and her counterpart 
would stop all remaining shots in the sec- 
ond and third periods. Sainto gained her 
second consecutive shutout which is an 
amazing feat at this level of competition. 

With this victory the Wildcats secured a 
place in the semifinals 

Sunday morning's semifinal matched up 
two heavy weights ready to do battle with 
the heavily skilled Natick Comets taking 
on the Wilmington, the hardest working 
team at the tournament. Natick gained a 
power play just minutes in and would.cap- 
italize to make it 1-0. : 

The Cats, while being a much smaller 
team, were not intimidated in the least 
and came back to tie it up with three min- 
utes remaining in the first period. 
Gulinello went in on a breakaway but was 
stymied by the netminder but an alert 
DiZoglio trailing the play would pick up 
the rebound and sent it back to 
MacKenzie at the point who, just like 
Friday night, would leave a Natick Comet 
out in space and fired a wrist shot inté the 
upper left side of the net to beat the dazed. 
Natick goalie. a 

The second period would again show- 
case the glamour of Natick and the hard- 
working Cats battling for every puck. The 
back and forth action was only broken up 
by a Natick player sending a comet of a 
shot over Sainato's left shoulder and into 
the net. Sainato would come up big: just 
minutes later stuffing out a breakaway 
attempt by the Natick Comets top player. 
Natick up 2-1 over Wilmington at the 
close of the second period. 

With the Wildcats carrying the play 
throughout the third and getting all*five 
players on the ice involved in the offense, 
Natick would sneak one more in with,four 
minutes remaining. ’ 

While no more scoring takes place the 
last few minutes are some the Natick 
Comets won't easily forget as Wilmington 
buzzed around and peppered numerous 
attempts on net. The Cats would call a 
time out with 2:03 left to regroup. 
Wilmington would get six or seven quality 
chances at the net but were stymied Pach 
time. { 

While the run for the State title cane up 
just short the Wildcats season is not jover 
and will play March 28 in Arlington vs the 
New England Pioneers in a Middlesex 
Yankee Conference league play down 
game. Wilmington plays in the top girls 
12U division. ‘Wilmington must win three 
games to be champions and could face off 
once again against the Natick Comets. 


team and player openings 


The 2019 Wilmington Women’s Softball 
League season opening soon and there’s cur- 
rently openings for teams and individual 
players to join the league. 

The upcoming 10-game softball season will 
provide our players with an opportunity to 
be out on the field playing the game in a fun 
and social environment. Don’t miss out on 
what will be an exciting season of softball! 

Players age 18+ are eligible to play. Teams 


will be made-up of Wilmington residents, 
employees of Wilmington businesses or 
graduates of WHS, Shawsheen Tech or pri- 
vate HS who lived in Wilmington at their 
time of graduation. 

Wilmington Women’s Softball League=. 
encourages early enrollment to avoid Being | 
placed on a waiting list. Contact us at wilt 
ingtonmasoftball@gmail.com for more» 
information. whe S 
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- Over $800,000 has been raised for Meghan’s Foundation 
Final McCarthy Memorial 5K event, April 7th 


he JAMIE POTE 
-~ 2 Sports Editor 
Bepeicpote@hotmail; com 
aEWKEBURY - Back in 
then 


School senior Rob Wallace 
was instrumental in getting 


- the* groundwork started on 


the-first Meghan McCarthy 


Memorial 5K Road race 


event.» 
Wallace wanted to keep 


Meghan’ Ss name and memo- 


ry alive so he thought about 
the-road race. A week before 


that initial event kicked off, 
_ hé-was thrilled knowing 


about, $1,000 had _ been 


raised, 


Now nine years later, what 


Wallace started has turned 


intdé «= something truly 
remarkable as the Meghan 
McCarthy Research Fund at 
they Dana Farber Cancer 
Institute has raised close to 


~ $800,000. 


On ‘April 7th, that incredi- 


_ ble figure will continue to go 
up’ as the 10th annual - and 


last. +. road race will take 


"place at TMHS. 


"This race all began when 


* Robbie Wallace was moved 


“This fund was established 
to further research in high 
grade pediatric brain 
tumors and to advance the 
search for a cure for all can- 
cers. To date we have raised 
nearly $800,000. This has 
been a combined effort of 
family, friends, students, the 
Tewksbury Community and 
many others we may never 
know." 

In a press release on the 
event, it states that, "On 
June 3rd, 2007, Meghan 
Mary McCarthy became one 
of about 12,500 children 
diagnosed with cancer. She 
was 14 years old. She had an 
inoperable brain tumor. The 
doctors at the Dana-Farber 
Cancer Institute in Boston 
told her she had from eight 
weeks to two years to live. 
Meghan died two. and-a-half 
years later, on January 19, 
2010, at the age of 17. 

“Her family and friends— 
like all families and 
friends—prayed for a mira- 
cle cure. There would be no 
miracle cure, but in the 
minds of her family and 
friends, Meghan became a 
miracle." 
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race each year and are old 
enough to participate and 
realize that the aunt that 
they never had a chance to 
know has truly made an 
impact on a lot of people. 
They will tell their younger 
cousins of the fun they had 
each year and how they 
helped carry on the legacy 
of a truly amazing young 
lady. 

"Meghan was truly an 
amazing and __ inspiring 
young lady. I am saying 
that, not just because she 
was my daughter, but 
because it is true. Everyday 
I am reminded of her 
strength and perseverance 
in the face of adversity and 
it allows me to carry on her 
legacy. 

“Whenever I am faced with 
a difficult decision or chal- 
lenging times, I remind 
myself of all that she was 
able to accomplish during 
her short life and particular- 
ly during her illness. My 
worries suddenly seem triv- 
ial and I am able to press 
on," Lee added. 

Last year about 200 people 
participated in the event 


SP 9W = 


On April 7th, the 10th and final Meghan McCarthy Memorial 5K Road race will be heldin 
Tewksbury. McCarthy, who passed away at the age of 17 back in January of 2010, is seen here ° 
in her 16th birthday along with her brothers Tyler (left) and Teagan (right) and her mother 


Lee. 


last race? Yes, but we have 
decided that the race has 
run its course -- no pun 
intended -- and that we can 
do more and have a bigger 
impact with different 
fundraisers, so stay tuned," 
said Lee. 

Before other possible 
fundraisers or events take 
place, there's one final one 


You can sign up for the 5K 
run or Walk Event on-line by 
going to racewire.com and 
selecting the Meghan 
McCarthy Road Race. Pre- 
race registration is $30.00 for 
adults and $18.00 for stu- 
dents. Timing will be done 
by Racewire. 

The race starts at 9:00 am, 
same day registration starts 


(courtesy phote). 


Giving Office at 617-632-6099. . 

Or donate on Meghan’s 
Jimmy Fund giving page? : 
http://www.myjimmyfund- 
page.org/give/meghanmc- 
carthy; 

If you are donating by 
check, please make checks 
payable to Dana-Farber 
Cancer Institute, and write 
“The -Meghan McCarthy 


ty | todo something positive to | Meghan certainly made an_ with Neil Marino once again here on April 7th with 100 at 7:30 am with fees of $35 Research Fund” in the memo 
m ‘celebrate a young life lost," incredible impact with so coming in first with a time percent of the funds raised per adult and $18 for ages 18 line of the check. Checks 
iit said Meghan's mother Lee. many people she came in of 19:17. Lee isnot surehow to go to the Meghan and under. should be mailed to: Michela 
A "I would like to thank him contact with and that still many people will sign-up McCarthy Research Fund. For those who are unable to Mesa, Dana-Farber Cancer — 
2p) for started this race and giv- carries on today. and compete, but said that "This fund was established participate in the race there Institute, Division of 
ast ing us a way to fundraise for "Since the first race in after ten years, she thought to further research in high are other ways to support the Development & the Jimmy 
it% sand start the Meghan 2010, I have welcomed seven it was time to perhaps carry grade pediatric brain cause. To make a gift by Fund, 10 Brookline Plate 
3» | McCarthy Research Fund at grandchildren into this on Meghan's legacy in a_ tumors and to advance the credit card over the phone, West, 6th Floor, Brookline, , 
»{ | the Dana Farber Cancer’ world," said Lee. "The three number of different ways. search for a cure for allcan- you may call Dana-Farber MA 02445. ) 
‘| Institute. oldest look forward to the "Am I sad that this is the cers," said Lee. Cancer Institute’s Annual 
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Apple GarPlay, Auto Emergency Braking, Remote Engine Start, 
NissanConnect 8 Touch Screen, Streaming Audio, Bluetooth and much more! 


i Power Windows and Locks, Remote Keyless Entry, Bluetooth, Cruise Control, and more! . 


| Per Month | 36 MONTHS! _ Per Month | 36 MONTHS! Per Month | 36 MONTHS! 
$2999 cash or trade down $2999 cash or trade down $5009 caleh br rade dows 
| 7 é i= .% Bee | ft , 
| MSRP: $19,580. Lease based on sale price of $19,076 Kelly Savings: $3,004. Vin: 3N1AB7AP1KY240544, MSRP: $25,820. Lease based on selling price of $24,388. Kelly Savings: $2,932 Vin: JN1BJ1CR6KW623521. MSRP: $25,210. Lease based on sale price of $23,510. Kelly Savings: $3,700. Vin: 1N4BL4BV6KC179703. 
| NISSAN! ROGUE 'S AWD INISSAIN PATHFINDER S 4X4 
t 4 
Apple CarPlay, Blueooth, Auto Emergency Braking, Blind Spot Warning, Nissan Connect Navigation, Apple CarPlay & Android Auto, Backup Camera, Intelligent Dual Climate Controi, Bluetooth, Keyless Entry Alarm, Backup Camera and more! | 


Backup Camera and more! Key with Remote Start, Fog Lights, Bluetooth, and more! 


i 
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Per Month | 24 MONTHS! 
$2999 cash or trade down 


Per Month | 36 MONTHS! 
$2999 cash or trade down 


Per Month | 36 MONTHS! 
$2999 cash or trade down 
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a 

MSRP: $28,705.. Kelly Savings: $4067 .Lease based on selling price of $27,138. Vin: KNMAT2MV8KP527680 MSRP; $34,935. Kelly Savings: $6,945 . Vin: INSAAGAPXIC409368 ’ q 
*On select models. All leases 12,000 miles per year. 1st payment, acq. fee tax, title, reg, admin fees additional Offers include Kelly discount and all available Nissan rebate(s). In stock models only. ng y 

, NMAC credit approval required, 0% APR in lieu of rebates with credit approval. Sale Ends 3/31/2019 4 
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2015 'Nissan Leafs | 2015 (Nissan Leaf $\ 2016 'Nissan Sentra SV. 2015 Nissan Altimz 
Quick change port, camera, heated seats. Stock #3244 Navigation, heated seats Stock #3180 Hacer! rear camera, bluetooth. Stock #3261 Heated leather seats, remote start. Stock 3168 


| 


AW 6 'Nissar aur Itima 'S 20117 Nissan juke SV | 20117 'Nissz 
Mosinee haabie seats, Stock #3235 Rear camera, bluetooth, remote start. Stock #3246 AWD, sunroof, biuetooth, heated seats. Stock #3252 Rebates vier seats Poth #3245 45 | 


] 20116 ‘Nissan 'Rague S\ 20) 6 'Nissan ‘Rogue SL/AWL 20'\'6 ‘Nissan ‘Rogue SV ‘AV © 'Nissan Frontier Pro 44, 
3 Nav, 3rd row seat, heated seats. Stock #3270 | Nay, heated’ leather seats Stock #3236 Moonroof, theathe leather seats, rear camera. Stock #3237 | 4WD, nav, moonroof, heated seats. Stock #3196 


